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jects of the Russian Feder-
‘ation are an inseparable
part of our country’
Kremlin spokesman Dmi-
try Peskov told reporters.
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Ladakh conflict in

BEIJING

The Chinese Defence Mi-
nistry on Thursday said the

na are implementing the
resolutions to end the stan-
doff in eastern Ladakh in a
“comprehensive and effec-
tive manner.”

“At present, the Chinese
and Indian militaries are
implementing the resolu-
tions related to the border
areas in a compressive and
effective manner,” Chinese
Defence Ministry spokes-

person Sr. Col. Wu Qian

‘effective man

Press Trust of India_—"

militaries of India and Chi-

ner—

told a media briefing here,
replying to a question on
the status of the normalisa-
tion of the situation in east-
ern Ladakh sector.

“We are ready to work
with the Indian side to
jointly preserve the peace
and tranquility in the bor-
der areas,” he further
added. |
~ India and China com-
pleted the disengagement
process late last year after
firming up a military pact
for withdrawal of troops
from Depsang and Dem-
chok, the last two friction
points in eastern Ladakh.
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Times NEws NETWORK

. NewDelhi: DRD Indi-
an Navy have successfully
: conducted flight trials of a
i first-of-its-kind naval anti-
:- ship missile (NASM-SR)
: that has ‘Man-in-Loop’ fea-
tures, which is unique as it
: gives the capability of in-
: flightretargeting. i
Defence minister Raj-
: nath Singh congratulated
: DRDO, Indian Navy and the

industries for the success-

: ful flight tests carried out
: from Integrated Test Range
: (ITR) at Chandipur on

Tuesday. The trials demon-

strated the missile’s capa-
: bility against ship targets
: while launched from an na-

val heljcopter.
; “The missile uses an in-
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Man-in-Loop anti-ship
missile flight-

genous imaging infra-::ed
seeker for terminal guid-

" ance. The mission also has

demonstrated the high
bandwidth two-way data-
link system, which is used
to transmit the seeker live
images back to the pilot for
in-flight retargeting,” the
defence ministry said.
The = missile was
launched in ‘Bearing-only
Lock-on’ after launch mode

withseveral targets in close

vicinity for selecting one
amongthem.

The trials have proven

the missile’s ‘Man-in-Loop’

feature and scored a direct

hit on a smal] ship target in

-sea-skimming mode at its

maximum range, according

i

1o a statement .
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India needs to ramp up bilateral relatisn

for trade, investment: Nirm2:a Sitharaman

NEW DELHL, Feb 27 (PTD)

FINANCE Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Thursday said
Indianeedstorampupitsbilat-
eral relations for trade and
investment, astheworldiswit-
nessing a churn, and bilater-
alismseems tobethenewcat-
alyst tool.

Speakingat BSManthan, the
Finance Minister said these
are very interesting yet chal-
lenging times and the
Government is making all
efforts to make India move up

the ladder and be
an engine of global
growth.

“Bil e is
now takmg the top
of the agenda... Itis
for us to ramp up
our bilateral rela-
tions with many
countries, not just for trade, not
justforinvestment, but also for
strategic relations. So multi-
lateralism, sort of, out, 'mstill
saying with a qualifying word
‘sort of out’, but bilateralism is
very much your only catalytic

tool that vou can
use,” she said.

Observing that
multilateral institu-
tions are increas-
ingly fading away,
»| she said, every
§ attempl to revive
them and energize
them is not having the desired
result.

“So, where vou have 1o
address issues which affect
more than your own country,
You have no more forums left
which can effectively deliver...

Multilateral institutions and
their contributions probably
are fading away, at least in the
near future, till an attempt is
made to revive them with that
kind of energy... It's not going
to happen in the next few
years,” she said.

Asserting that global trade
isundergoingacomplete reset,
she said, “the terms and refer-
ences with which all of us
played trade, with some kind
ofananchorin theWorld Trade
Organization are no longer
available.”
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