conductor chip would be red®¥
for production this year, Union
Minister for Railways and
Electronics and IT, Ashwini
Vaishnaw, has said.

India has made significant
progress insemiconductor man-
ufacturing, with five units under
construction simultaneously.
The first ‘Made in India’ chip is
expected to roll out by 2025.

Addressing the ‘Global
InvestorsSummit 2025’ in Bhopal
viavideo conferencing, themin-
ister congratulated technology
company HLBS for the new plant
aswell as an upcoming state-of-
the-art manufacturing and
R&amp;D facility in IT Park in
the city.The newly-inaugurated

ITcampusbyHLBS spans 1 lakh
squarefeet, equippedwith state-
of-the-art facilities to manufac-
ture IT hardware and electronic
products under one roof.

The plant will produce servers,
desktops, motherboards, chas-
sis, RAM, SSDs, drones, and
robots,amongotherend-to-end
electroniccomponents.Vaishnaw

acknowledged the significant
contributions of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and state Chief
Minister Mohan Yadav, saying
that under the leadership of PM
Modi, electronic manufacturing
in Madhya Pradesh has gained
significant momentum.

Two electronic manufactur-
ing clusters havebeenapproved
by PM Modi, one in Bhopal and
the other in Jabalpur.

Currently, 85 companies are
actively engaged in the elec-
tronics manufacturing sector in
the state. The Union Minister
also highlighted the govern-
ment’s commitment to techno-
logical advancement by
announcing the training of
20,000 engineers under the
Future Skills Programme in
Madhya Pradesh.



WASHINGTON, Feb 26 (AP)

PRESIDENT Donald Trump said
Tuesday that he plans to offer a
“gold card” visa with a path to
citizenship for USD5 million,
replacing a 35-year-old visa for
investors.

“They'll bewealthyand they'll
be successful, and they'll be
spendingalotolmoeneyand pay-
ing a lot of taxes and employing
a lot of people, and we think it's
going to be extremely success-
ful,” Trump said in the Oval
Office.

Commerce Secretary Howard
Lutnick said the "Trump Gold
Card" would replace EB-5 visas

in two weeks. EB-55 were creal-
ed by Congress in 1990 to gen-
eraleforeign investment and are
available to people who spend
about USD1 million on a com-

na@#® that employs at least 10
Deople.
Lutnick said the gold card —
actually a green card, or perma-
nent legal residency — would
raise the price of admission for
investors and do away with fraud
and"nonsense” thathe said char-
acterise the EB-5 program. Like
other green cards, it would
include a path to citizenship.
About 8,000 people obtained
investor visas in the 12-month
period ending Sept. 30, 2022,
according to the Homeland
Security Department’s most
recent Yearbook of Immigration
Statistics. The Congressional
ResearchServicereportedin2021

with

) 3 million

that EB-5visas pose risks offraud,
includingverification that funds
were obtained legally.

Investors' visas are common
around the world. Henley &
Partners, an advisory firm, says
more than 100countriesaround
the world offer “golden visas” to
wealthy individuals, including
the United States, United
Kingdom, Spain, Greece, Malta,
Australia, Canada and ltaly.

Trump made nomention of the
requirements for job creation.
And, while the number of EB-5
visas is capped, Trump mused
that the federal government
could sell 10 million“gold cards”
to reduce the deficit.



GUWAHATI, Feb 26 (IANS)

UNION Petroleum and Natural
Gas Minister Hardeep Singh Puri
stated onWednesday that India is
considering raising ils go
blend ethanol with gasoline to
more than 20 per cent.

He stated that 19.6 per cent
blendinghasalreadybeen accom-
plished while speaking at the
Advantage Assam 2.0 investment
summit in Guwahati today.

“We'll be considering blending
more than 20 per cent biofuel. An
NITIAayog group hasalready been
established, and they are investi-
gating,” he stated.

Despite India’s developmental
hurdles, all fossil fuel production
businesses will reach net zero by
2045, Union Minister Puri said.
Meanwhile, Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma said, “The

Ministry of Petroleum also
announced at the last Advantage

Assam  Summit that they
will bring a gas grid from
Baraunito Numaligarh, again 1600
km gas grid.”

“Even though Assam accounts
for 14 per cent of India's total gas

production, our domestic output
may only meet 7-8 per cent of the
country’s needs due to the state's
increasing industrialisation and
City Gas's dedication.

Youhave therefore dispelled the
notion that Assam gas is being
used elsewhere in the nation by

dlending

ingh Puri

completing the 1600 km pipeline
and northeast gas grid in record
time,

ForAssam’s development, weare
instead importing gas from other
parts of the nation and the glob-
al market,” he added. Notably,
External  Affairs  Minister
Jaishankar said on Tuesday that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi-led
Government has acted quicklyand
decisively in last 10 years when it
comes to the development of
Assam and allNortheasternstates.

This session was organised as
strategic forum to advance Assam's
role in India’s Act East Policy, focus-
ing on enhancing regional con-
n &8 ¢t iwvity,
boosting trade, andstrengthening
cross-border collaboration
emphasised Assam’s position
as the gateway to India's Act East
Policy.






Ukraine, US. agree

Associated Préss
KYIV

A framework economic
deal with the U.S. is ready,
Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy said on
Wednesday, but U.S. secur-
ity guarantees that Kyiv
views as vital for its war

with Russia remain to be
decided and a full agree-

ment could hinge on talks

in Washington as early as

Friday. |
The deal is a prelimin-
ary step toward a compre-
“hensive agreement that
will be subject to ratifica-
“tion by Ukraine’s parlia-
ment, Mr. Zelenskyy said
during a press conference.
- Ukrainian Prime Minis-
ter Denys Shmyhal also
confirmed that they have
reached a pre
agreement on a broad eco-

nomic deal that includes

‘Ukraine’s PM Denys Shmyhal

U.S. access to Ukraine’s
rare earth minerals.

The agreement sets out
the terms and conditions
of an investment fund for
the rebuilding of Ukraine,
according to Mr. Shmyhal.

Ukraine needs to know
first where the U.S. stands
on its continued military
support, Mr. Zelenskyy

~said.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10






