





Telangana tunnel collapse
Experts from Arm
NDRF GSI rope

\avy,
for ops

A=

DRF personnel gear up for rescue work at the Srisailam Left Bank
Canal (SLBC) project site where a portion of the tunnel collpased,

in Nagarkurnool district on Tuesday.

(PTI)

NAGARKURNOOL, Feb 25 (PTI)

TOP experts from the Indian
Army, Navy, NDRF, GSI and
other agencies made relentless
efforts on Tuesday to find a
breakthrough in the collapsed
SLBC tunnelrescue workamidst
threat to the lives of rescuers’
with the continuous flow of silt
and water.

Addressing media persons,
Irrigation Minister Uttam Kumar
Reddy cited experts, who
described this as the most com-
plex and difficult tunnel rescue
operationin the world oratleast
inIndiaasthereisonlyoneentry
or exit to the SLBC tunnel.

He opined that the collapse

might have taken place due to a
slight tectonic shift and as some
geological fault lines have given
way. It is the fourth day since
eightpersons have beentrapped
in the partially collapsed tunnel
of the Srisailam Left Bank Canal
(SLBC) project.

“There is one problem. The
flowofslitandwaterinto the tun-
nel at a very high speed contin-
ues. So there was one opinion
expressed by some experts that
the people going into therescue,
even their lives could be endan-
gered. So, we are a responsible
government, we are taking the
best expert opinion, and we will
take a final call on that (on how
to go about it),” he said.






Putin offers rare mineral
from Russia, occupiec

Dangles Biz Deal ¢
For Trump As
Kyiv, Washington
Near Agreement

‘ussian President Putin

on Monday said US
-companies could do lu-
crative business deals in Rus-
sia and even help mine rare
earths in Russian-occupied
Ukraine, further amplifying
- the Kremlin’smessage to Pre-
sident Trump that there was
money to be made from a bet-
terrelationship with Moscow.
~Putin, in an interview

with Russian state TV, said

Russia had an “order of mag-
nitude” more rare earth me-
tals than Ukraine and that
Moscow was “ready to work
with our foreign partners, in-
developing those deposits.
Hesaid theinvitation app-
lied to Russian-occupied Uk-
raine, as well, adding that US

companies could also “make

good money”| byhelpmgtoﬁe-
velop aluminum prod

in Siberia, “Thers s hometf
hmgmﬂmkatmmnem,"m ;

tin said,

LE BROMANCE WITH A TOUCH OF TENSION: Macron and Trump

‘Macron interrupts & fact-checks Trump

heyhugged, they gripped hands, they touched kneesand they

backslapped. Butthey did ot agree oneverything. French Pr-
esident Macron and US President Trump rekindled the most tou-
chy-feely bromance in world politics as they met on Monday. The
pair have along history of public displays of affection dating back
to Trump's first term in power. But tensions over Trump'ssudden
pivot to Russia over the Ukraine war bubbled up to the surface.
Macron interrupted his 78-year-old counterpart when Trump rep-
eated afalse claim that Europe was merely loaning Ukraine mon-
ey and would get it back. “No, in fact, to be frank,” he said, touch-
ing Trump's arm to stop him mid-sentence, “We paid 60% of the
total effort and it was — like the US — loans, guarantees, grants.”
Trump smirked and said: “If you believe that, it's ok with me.” are

The Kremlin,asked aboutan

Trump that Russia wasopen to
European peacekeepers being
deployed in Ukraine, referred
reporters toanearlier statem-
| entthatsuchamovewouldbe
| [ unacceptable to Moscow. Ask-
ed about Trump’s comment,
Kremlinspokesman Dmitry
Peskov refrained from publicly
- contradicting the US president,
but effectively reaffirmed
Russia’s opposition totheidea.
“Thereis a position onthis

tothis,” said Peskov. Trump

alne

Kremiin denies Trump
claim Putin OK with

plan

assertion by US President

matter..| have nothing to add

said on Monday that both he
and Putinaccepted the idea of
European peacekeepersin
Ukraineifasettlementwas
reached to end the war. “Yeah,
he will accept that,” Trump
said. “I specifically asked him
that question.He hasno
problemwithit.” reuters

‘to appeal to Trump’s interest
in profits and deal-making.

It came as Trump has

“swung US foreign policy in

?uﬁngfmuratdizzyhmsm-
d by the US

the US a share of its revenue
from mining rare earth me-
tals and other natural resour-
ces. The two sides were clo-
sing in on such an agreement
on Monday. Rare earths are a
groupof 17metals used toma-
ke magnets that turn power
into motion for electric vehi-
cles, cell phones, missile sy-

_stems,and otharelectmnics.

But the interview also sh-
owed that Putin appears to be
in far less of a hurry than Tr-
ump to end the war in Ukrai-
ne as Russia continues to sl-
owly gain ground on the batt-
lefield. “We touched on prob-
lems related to the Ukraine
crisis, but it itself was not su-
bstantively discussed,” he sa-
id of the US-Russiatalks. nyr



