ESSENTIAL TO INDUGT MORE

NEW DELHI, Feh 24 (PTI)

IT IS essential to induct more
women in UN peacekeeping
missions as they are better
equipped to address gender-
based violence, build trust and
promote dialogue, President
Droupadi Murmu said on
Monday.

Addressingagroupolwomen
peacekeepers who had called
on the President at Kashtrapati
Bhawan, she said the presence
of women in a peacekeeping
mission made it more diverse
and inclusive,

“Women peacekeepersolten
have greater access to local
communities and can serve as
role models for womenandchil-
dren. Theyare better equipped
to address gender-based vio-
lence, build trust and promote
dialogue,” Murmu said.

The President said peace-
keeping missions with a high-
er percentage of women per-

President Droupadi Murmu poses for a group photo with participants of 'Conference for Women

Peacekeepers’, at Rashtrapati Bhawan in New Delhi on Monday.
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sonnel had been more effective
in reducing violence and
achieving long-lasting peace
agreements. “It is, therefore,
essential that we induct more
women in UN peacekeeping
missions,” she said. The
President recalled India's proud
history of contribution to UN
peacekeeping with more than
2,90,000 (2.90 lakh} peace-
keepers having served in more
than 50 missions.

“Today, there are over 5,000
Indian peacekeepers in nine
active missions, deployed in
often-hostile conditions, for the
cause of intemational peace
and security,” Murmu said.

“Today, there are over 154
Indian women peacekeepers
deployed in six ongoing UN
missions. Right from the 1960s
in Congo, 1o policing in Liberia
in 2007, our women peace-
keepers have exhibited the high-
est traditions of professional-
ismand conduet,” Murmusaid.



Indian Army chief in France

Envoy greets Gen Dwiv
ahead of militar

NEW DELHI, Feb 24 (IANS)

CHIEF of th yStall (COAS)
General Upendra Dwivedi
received a warm welcome from
India’s Ambassador Sanjeev
Singla in Paris ahead of the for-
mer’sinteractionwith his French
counterpart over bilateral
Defence cooperation and glob-
alsecurity challenges, an official
said here on Monday.

General Dwivedi’s visit from
February 24 to 27, aims to
strengthen the military collabo-
ration between Indiaand France,
anengagement thatcomesclose
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's recent visit to France
where he co-chaired the Al Action
Summit in Paris.

Starting with a Guard of
Honour, the Indian Army chief’s
busy schedule on Monday will
include discussions with his
French counterpart, CEMAT
(Chef d’Etat-Major de I'’Armee
de Terre) General Pierre Schill,
to foster stronger military ties
between the two nations, said
an official statement.

The Indian Army chief’s itin-
erary also includes a visit to the
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Ecole Militaire, the prestigious

Military School and Institution
Complex in Paris, where he will
be briefed on Future Combat
Command (CCF).

Additionally, General Dwivedi
will be briefed at the Technical
Section of the French Army
(STAT) and visit the Battle Lab
Terre at Versailles.

On Tuesday, he will travel to
Marseille, where he will visit the
third Division of the French Army
and will be briefed on its mis-
sion and role, the bilateral exer-
cise SHAKTI, the India-France
training cooperation, and the
FrenchArmy modernisation pro-
gramme (Scorpion).
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Multlple Lapses
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New Delhi: The Comptroller

: and Auditor General (CAG)
: has stated that Delhi Trans-
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port Corporation’scumulative
losses soared from Rs 25,300
crore in 2015-16 to nearly 60,750
crore in 2021-22 as it was weig-
hed down by dwindling fleet,
with45% of busesbemgovera
ge and prone to high levels of

: breakdown, resulting in be-
: low- parﬂeetut:hsatmn

i augment its fleet,

i Inthelongoverduereport,
: expected to be tabled in assem-
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‘ports thattheAAPgovthadre-

* refusing to pay heed to multi-
- her went up as women were gi-

also pointed to the absence of
was no roadmap to check the
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> Auditor flags ‘d

' planning’, says DTC operat«l
60,750cr in 2021- 22, according only 468 routes (57%) ut ofa
toCAGreport 5

tolofgly

> As against sanctlon for

5,500 buses, DTC in March '22_ &
had a fleet of 3,937, of which §AZF
1,770 (45%) were overag‘e i

> DTC was unable I_;o remer : “

bleeding and to ensure its fi- :
fused to share in the assembly :
The primary reasoniorthe
losses was DTG fares _remal

who have seen thereport.
The Sskeletal DTC fleet,

urces said, with the Delhi

ple requests. Th%burden furt-
peatedly talking up AAP chief
Arvind Kejriwal’s 2015 promi-
setoboostthefleet by 10,000.
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nancial viability, said sources :

‘with broken down buses part :
of commuters’ daily experien- :
ce, turned into a political is- :
sue, withBJP and Congressre-






