NEW DELHI, Feb 21 (P

COMMERCE and IndUStry
Minister Pivush Goyal on Friday
said effortsare underway to bal-
ance bilateral trade between
India and Japan by increasing
exports. India’s exports to Japan
during April-January this fiscal
roseby21.12 per cent to USD5.1
billion, while imports grew by
9.1 percenttoUSD 15.92billion,
leaving a trade deficit of USD
10.82 billion in favour of Japan.
In 2023-24, the country’s
export toJapanwas USD5.15bil-
lion and imports were USD 17.7
billion. The trade gap was USD
12.55 billion. “Efforts are being
made to balance trade between
Indiaand Japan, with a focus on
increasing Indian exports to
ensure reciprocal benefits,” the
Commerce Ministry said in a
statement quoting the Minister.
Thiswasstated by Goyal in his

keynote address at the India-
Japan Economy and Investment
Forum.Healsoinvited Japanese
firms to increase collaboration
in areas such as green energy,
renewable energy, high-tech
manufacturing of semiconduc-
tors, electronic goods, and arti-
ficial intelligence.

The two countries signed a
comprehensive free trade pact,
officially dubbed as
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement (CEPA) in
2011. Over 1,400 Japanese com-
paniesareoperatingin Indiaand

11 industrial townships across
eight states hosting Japanese
enterprises.Goyal pointed out
that major infrastructure projects
suchas theMumbai-Ahmedabad
High- Speed Rail and metro sys-
tems in Delhi, Ahmedabad,
Bengaluru, and Chennai reflect
Japan's active participation in
India's development.

He expressed optimismabout
the commencement of the
Shinkansen bullet train service
between Mumbai and
Ahmedabad in the near future.

India has received over USD
43 billion foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) from Japan between
2000 and 2024, making it India’s
fifth-largest source of foreign
investment. The Minister said
two countries are collaborating
to build globally competitive
brands, citing the example of
Marutiexportingvehiclestovar-
ious countries, including Japan.



G20 calls for UN reforms

B By Fakir Hassen
JOHANNESBURG, Feb 21 (PTD)

THE G20 representatives, attend-
ing the first Foreign Ministers’
meeting under by South Africa's
presidency, on Friday reaffirmed
theurgent need to reformthe UN,
including changesto the Security
Council. Among key atlendees
were External Affairs Minister §
Jaishankar, his Russian counter-
part Sergey Lavroy, and Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi.

*(The G20) suppori the need
to reform the LN to make it fit
for purpose and relevant to the
current international reality.
These include the UN Security
Couneil,” South African Minister
ol International Relations and
Cooperation Ronald Lamola said
at the conelusion ofthe two-day
meet here.

He had earlier said that South
Africa holds the view that the UN
remains the appropriate forum
for maintainin
rity, supported
tions of global go

Ramaola alse highlighted the
broader need lor reform across
global governance systems,

“{We) support the need to
reform international systems of
global governance, inclusive of
theinternational financial archi-
tecture; the multilateral wrading
systern and the multilateral
development banks,” he said.

In his opening remarks at the
gathering, Ramola urged the G20
representatives osupportSouth
Alrica’s proposed approach 1o
address geo-political issues. He
emphasised that such issues
should be discussed at the level
of Sherpas, Foreign Ministers,

and Leaders, to de
sensus-based s

con-
es 1o build
development.
»geo-political issues
g0l be discussed in the
jorking Groups, thus allowing
these meetingstofocus solelyon
technical discussions. We also
like to caution against focusing
exclusively en one conflicl situ-
ation, to the exclusion of others,
especially on the African conti-
nent, as hasbeen the practice in
the recent past,” Lamola said.

The G20 endorsed South
Africa’s proposal for managing
geo-political discussions during
its Presidency. Theslow progress
inachieving the UN Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG) also
came under the spotlight at the
meeting.

“[The G20 countries) noted
with concem the slow progress

being made in the achievement
ol SDG goals of the UN Agenda
2030. To this end, the meeting
stressed on the need for urgent
action 1o accelerate efforts and
reaffirm the G20 strong com-
mitment to the SDG in line with
the theme (of this meeting) -
Solidarity,  Equality  and
Sustainability,” Lamola said.

The ongoing global conflicts
were another [ocal point of the
discussions.

“These conflicts are detri-
mental to the economic devel-
opment and attainment of the
SDGs, The impact of wars on
education, health was high-
lighted as a major concern by
some parlicipanis. Sustainable
investment in confliet prevention
and peace-building was under-
scored (as a priority),” Lamola
said. The G20 ministers reiterat-

erhaul of UNSG

ed that all States must adhere Lo
the principles ofthe UN Charter,
he said.

‘Al parties in conflicts must
comply withthe provisionsunder
international law, including
international humanitarian law
and international human rights
law. Guided by these principles, ‘
there was agreement Lo support
all the efforts towards justice in
the Ukraine, Palestine, Sudan the
Democratic Republic of Congo
andother majorconflictsaround
the globe,” Lamola said.

The meeting also recognised
the wider geo-political divisions
which have contributed to fes-
tering a climate of distrust,
threalening to unravel progress
with needs to address present
global challengessuch as pover-
1y, climate change, pandemics,
and nuclear proliferation.



Indla B’desh agre

NEW DELH]I, Feb 21 (PTI)

INDIA and Bangladesh have
decided to establish a new com-
munication link between the
Deputy Commanders of their
respective  border-guarding
forces and identified about 99
[resh patches forerectingafence
along their shared border.

The decisions were [inalised
during the biannual Director
General-level talks between the
Border Security Force (BSF) and
the Border Guard Bangladesh
(BGB) that concluded here on
Thursday, sources in the securi-
ty establishment told PTI.

This was the first time that a
high-level meeting between the
two forces took place after the
fall of the Sheikh Hasina
Government in Bangladesh on
August 5 last vear.

daytalks, heldfrom
ary 18 to February 20, went
off in a “cordial manner”, with
the Indian side able to "convince”
its neighbour about the impor-
tance of fencing on the remain-
ing areas of the 4,096-km-long
frontier that spans across [ive
Indianstatesontheeasternflank,
the sources said.

Atotalof864.48 kmol the front
remains unfenced, including
174.51 km of “non-feasible” gap,
according to official data.

The two sides have decided to
open a new "hotline” for effec-
tivecommunication after the lat-
est round of DG-level talks, This
link will be between the addi-
tional Director General (ADG) of
the BSFeastern commandbased
in Kolkata and his BGB coun-
terpart posted atthe force’s head-
quarters in Dhaka, the sources

aunch new

border forces

said.
It was felt "necessary and
important” to enhance the

engagement between the two
sides and hence, this new plat-
form for commanders’ interac-
tion has been agreed upon and
included in the official records
for the first time, they added.
Currently, “hotlines” or links
of communication exist between
the two Force Chiefs and officers
intheranks ofInspector General
(Regional Commander for the
BGB), Deputy Inspector General
(Sector Commander for the BGB)
and other field-level officers.
These communication lines
are used to convey real-time
information and intelligence so
that issues related to the front
and instances of cross-border
crimes can be checked prompt-
ly. The BSF delegation, headed

by its Director General Daljit
SinghChawdhary, also asked the
BGB to take “stringent and effec-
tive” steps to ensure that
Bangladeshi miscreants and
criminalsarenotable to “breach”
theirsecurity layerand cross the
border to attack BSF personnel
and Indian civilians,

Apart from “attacks and
assaults” on BSF troops and the
Indian population, it was cate-
gorically mentioned in the offi-
cial records that instances of
“abuse” against the personnel
will be dealt with strongly by the
force, the sources said.

The BGB delegation, led by its
DG, Major General Mohammad
Ashrafuzzaman Siddiqui, has
promised to further strengthen
thejoint patrolling of the border
protocol and enhance vigil dur-
ing the night hours.









