PM Modi, Amir of Qatar DECIDE F0 ELEVATE
India-Qatar {ERATIE |

NEW DELHL Feb 18 ®T1)

INDIA and Qatar on Tuesday
agreed o double bilateral irade
1o SO 28 billion over the next
five vears and announced ele-
vation of their relationship 1o
thelevel of strategic parmership
as Prime Minster Narendra
Modi held talks with Amir
Shelkh Tamim Bin Hamad Al-
Thand,

The twosides alsosigned two
agreements - one onestablish-
ing strategic parnership und
another on Revissd Double
Taxation Avoidance Agreement
el signed five memoranda of
understanding Lo strengthen
economic partnership, step
up ties in areas such as

(Conte on page 5)

ggicpartnenship:

Prima Minister Narandra Modi and Amir of Qatar Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad Al Than| shake hands

before a meeting at Hyderabad House, in New Delhl, on Tussday.

(PMO/ETI)

Gyanesh Kumar
to take over as
26th CEC today

NEW DELEHL Feb 18 (PTH

GYANESH Kumar, whoasasenior Union
Home Ministry official played akeyrole
in the Government's move o dbro-
gate provisions of Article 370 in
Jammu and Kashmirandsettingup
the Ram temple trust, will assume
the office of the Chiel Election
Commissioner on Wednesday.

Kumar retired as Secretary in the
Cooperation Ministry in January 2024
andwasappointed as an Blection Commissioner
in March 2024,

He will become the 26th CEC, a day after incumbent Rajiv Kumar
demits office on Tuesday evening, He along with lellow Election
Commissioner Sukhbir Singh Sandhu was appointed on the same
day and was part of the Commission when the 2024 Lok Sabha polls
were held. Kumar is the first CEC 10 be appointed under i new lisw
on the appointment of the members of the FC, His term will ran il
January 26, 2029, days belore the EC is expected 1o announce the
schedule of the next Lok Sabha election.

played key
role in J&K
reorganisation

(Contd an page 5)



STATUS I e
II[1]BY§ UNSC expansion, says India

B By Yoshita Singh
UNITED NATIONS, Feb 19 (PT1)

INDIA told a Security Counci
meeling chaired by China that
countries opposingexpansion
in the UN body's permanent
membership are status quoists
with a narrow focus and "non-
progressive” approach, assert-
ing that this “can no longer be
accepted.”

“The Global South cannot
continue to be short-changed.
India and major playersinoth-
er parts of the world deserve
theirduerepresentationin the
structures of the United
Nations. As regards Security
Council, this translates to per-
manent calegory member-

ship,” India’s
Representgi#e
ANDASSTOT
Harish said.
Addressing the open debate
in the Security Council on
‘Practicing Multilateralism,
Reforming and Improving
Global Governance’ held under
China’s Presidency of the 15-
nation UNbody, Harish further
said that three fundamental
principles are essential to the
success of UNSC reforms.
These he described to be
increase in membership of
both permanent and non-per-
manent calegories; com-
mencementoftextbased nego-
tiations; andlinking ambitious
timelines with concrete out-

ermanent
to the UN
Parvathaneni

Ambassador Parvathaneni
Harish, India's Permanent
Representative to UN

comes.

“Those opposed to expan-
sion of permanent category are
status quoists with a narrow
focus. Clearly, their approach

is non-progressive in nature.
This can no longer be accept-
ed,” Harish said.

ThelIndianenvoy referred to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi'’s remarks at the Summit
for the Future in September
last year when he has said that
“reforms is the key to rele-
vance”.

“India has been consistent,
categorical and a major voice
with regard to underscoring
the need for reforms,” Harish
saidaddingthat original struc-
tures and frameworksofthe UN
represent a different period in
history. “Our world has trans-
formed and the UN needs to
change with the times. It has

(Contd on page 5)




Rekha Gupta

W Rekha Gupta is
fourth woman Chief
Minister of Delhi

B (Oath ceremony
today at iconic
Ramlila Maidan

B Qver 50,000 people

including Prime

Minister Modi, Home

Minister Amit Shah,

and Chief Ministers

of various BJP-ruled

States to attend the

programme.

NEW DELHL Feb 19 [ Agancies)

THE long suspense over “who

will be the next Delhi Chief
e

Minister ended on v
evening with limst-time
Rekha Gupta being chosen as
the leader of the BIP legislature
party, paving the way [or ber o
take ver the post.
Gupta, the MLA from Shalimar
Bagh, wis chosen ata meeting
of the BIP leglslature partyatihe
state party office al Pant Marg
this evening, under the supervi-
sion of two Centrdl Observers -
former Union Minister Ravi
Shanlkar Prasadand BIPNarional
Secretary Om Prakash Dhankhr,
As the meeting began to efect
the BIP leglslature party |eader,
there was intense speculation
about awoman legislawriaking

ovier the mantle. Gujpta will be
the fourt woman ChielMinister
of Delhi after Sushma Swar|
(BIP), Shetla Dikshit (Congress),
and Atishi (AAP],

Even before the announge-
ment of her name, celebrations
had broken cut at the house of
Gupta, o former Dethi University
Students Union President and
Municipal Coumeillor.

The new Chief Minister will
take cath o1 2 grand swearing-in
ceremony il the city's iconic
Ramlila Maidan at noon on
Ihursday, The new CM will be
administersd the vath of office
and secrecy by Lt Governor
Saxena, amidst the presence of
top BIPbrassandleaders of allied
parties on the dais.

The oath-taking ceremony will

(Conid on page 51

LG Saxena in
Rekha Gupta to
form Govt in Delhi

NEW DELHL Feb 19 (FT1)
DELHI Lieutenant Governor
V K Saxena has Invited the
BIP’s CM-designate Rekha
Gupta to form a new
Govermnment aftershestoked
claim for it

(Conid on page 5)




Times News NETWoORK

- New Delhi: India since 2014
3 has beer} “assertive” in its
communication to Pakistan
and “they have understood
that we mean business”, Ar-
my chief General Upendra
Dwivedi said Wednesday,
while also expressing *“‘con-
cern” over reports that a Pak
Army-ISI delegation recently
visited areas in Bangladesh
closeto ‘Chicken’s Neck’ or the
Siliguri Corridor in Bengal.
Gen Dwivedi also said In-
diaandChinaare nowlooking
at how they both can reduce
the massive number of troops
deployed alongthe Lineof Ac-
tual Control after the disen-
gagement at Depsang and
Demchok in eastern Ladakh
last Oct, while reiterating all
corps commanders have been
“empowered” to resolve mi-
nor issues related to patroll-
ingand grazingsothat they do
not “escalate into violence”,
In thebackdrop of defence
minister Rajnath Singh earli-
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er this month refuting Con-
gress MP Rahul Gandhi’s
claim thatthe Army chief had
stated Chinese troops were
present inside Indian territo-
ry,Gen Dwivedi, duringa pod-
cast with ANT, said thearmed
forces should not be dragged
into political controversies.
Singh had accused Gand-
hi of misquoting the Army
chief and indulging in “irre-
sponsiblepolitics” on matters
of national security. Gen Dwi-

vedi, on hispart, said, “I think

FERsiadmIsnanas

B'desh: A

4 ‘Armed Forces Shoy|

General Upendra Dwivedi
said India and China are

looking at how they both
can reduce massive troops
deployed along LAC after
disengagement in eastern
Ladakh last Oct. He said

that all corps commanders
have been ‘empowered’ to
resolve minor issues related
to patrolling and grazing

the political answer has beer|
given by the Raksha Mantri
(Singh). But the thing which I
learnt is that it's important
‘that I must make an endeav-
our that the Army should
notbeinvolved in politics,”
On the Pakistan front, the

Army chief said the neigh-
bour has been very clearly

told that the entire J&K is “an
integral part of India”, with
the reading down of Article
370 in Aug 2019. “There is no
compromise with this” he
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dn't Be BraGged Into Political Controversies’

5 otherplaceandtheyhappento :

hief

said, noting the number of
“local people” being recruited
asterroristsin J&K has signif-
icantly gone down, peogle no
longer have “confusion” over
their identity and the theme
of ensuring the :qove"ﬁ'om
“terrorism to tourism” was
working well on the ground.
“India has said very clear-
ly that we will be assertive in
our communication (to Pa- :
kistan). And if required, we :
can be aggressive also. So if
you force us, then we will be
aggressive enoughtooor;:mu—
nicate our intent,” hesaid. .
Asked about last month's
visit of Pak Army-ISI delega-
tion to Rangpur in Bangla-
desh, Gen Dwivedi said, “T had
used the word epicentre of ter-
rorism for a particular coun-

YT TLLLLLEL AR

be our neighbour, asfaraslam
concerned, I should be con-
cerned about it. That they
Shouldnotbeahletomethat
soiltosend terrorists to India.”
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India, US committed to boo

NEW DELHI, Feb 18 (PTL

INDIA and the US are committed t
increasing bilateral trade to USD 500 bil-
lionand negotiating a“strong” trade agree-
ment within the next 6-8 months,
Commerce and Indus try Minister Pivush
Goyal said on Tuesday.

During the recentvisitof Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to Washington, India and
the US announced to more than double
the two-way commerce to USD 500 bil-
lion by 2030 and negotiate the first tranche
ofamutuallybeneficial, multi-sector bilat-
eral trade agreement (BTA) by fall of 2025,

Goyal said once his US counterpart
takes charge, both countries will discuss
the contours of the pact. “In the next 6-8
maonths, by establishing a strong trade
agreement, wearecommitted toincreas-
ing trade to USD 500 billion,” Goyal told

reporters here on the sidelines of CIl's
India-Qatar Business Forum meet
He added businesses of both the coun-

tries  are  excited about  the
agreement.Whenasked if the pact would
have chapters related to goods, services

rade to USD 500 billion

in next 6-8 months: Goyal

and investments, he said, “My counter-
part has notyetconfirmed in the US. After
the {confirmation), we will do talks and
then only we can decide the way forward”,

Normallyina free trade agreement, two
trading partners either eliminate or sig-
nificantly reduce customs duties on the
maximum number of goods traded
between them. Besides, they ease norms
1o promote trade in services and boost
investments, During the first term of US
President Donald Trump, the wo coun-
tries had discussed a mini-trade deal, but
it was shelved by the Joe Biden adminis-
tration as they were notin favour of such
pacts. In 2023, the US and India bilater-
al trade in goods and services stood at
USD 190.08 billion (USD 123.89 billionin
goads and USD 66.19 billion in services
trade). In that year, India's merchandise
exports to the US stood at USD 83.77 bil-

lion, while imports were USD 40.12 hil-
lian, leaving a tradegap of USD 43.65 bil-
lionin favourofIndia. Thecountry'sserv-
icesexport lo America was USD 36.33 bil-
lion in 2023, while imports were
aggregated at USD 29,86 billion. The trade
gap (difference between imports and
exports) was USD 647 billion in favour
of New Delhi.

During 2021-24, Americawasthe largest
trading pariner of India. The US is one of
the few countries with which India has a
trade surplus, In2023-24, the UJS wasthe
largest trading partner of India with USD
119,71 hillion bilateral trade in goods
(USD 77.51 billion worth of exports, USD
42.19 billion of imports and USD 3531
billion trade surplus). India received USD
67.8 billion in foreign direct invesiments
from America during April 2000 and
September 2024.









