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: New Delhi: India and Qatar
: upgraded their ties to a strate-
: gicpartmershipasPM Narend-
: ra Modi held bilateral talks
: with the visiting Qatar Amir.
: Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-
: Thani, discussing ways to en-
: hance cooperation in areas
: like trade, investment, energy

: and security Qatar committed

! toinvesting$10billioninIndia,

: as it announced Qatar Invest-
: ment Authority will open an

: officeinIndia.

:  The two spoke about sig-
: ning a bilateral Comprehensi-
: ve Economic Partnership Ag-

: reement and agreed to double

: the current $14 billion bilate-

: ral trade in the next five years.
: Apart from the establishment,
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commissions
' at level of foreign and -

- commerce ministers

> A future India-Qatar free
trade agreement
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> Deepening energy
through trade and
mutual investments g

> Extension of Indian e-visa
facility for Qatari nationals

> Operationalisation of
India’s IIPI in Qatar

of culture & friendship in future

> India & Qatal' to celebrate year PM Modr welcomcs the Amir

of Qatar at Hyderabad House

of strategic partnership, six
other deals were signed, inclu-
ing a revised agreement for
avoidance of double taxation
and another for financial and
economic collaboration. They
also agreed to expedite negoti-
ations for India-Qatar Bilate-
ral Investment Treaty;,
Qatar is the 5th GCC (Gulf
Cooperation Council) country
with Which India has signed a

strategic partnership agree- :
ment, after the UAE, Saudi :
Arabia, Oman and Kuwait.
Modi and Al-Thani discussed
the West Asia situation. An of-
ficial said while talks are un-
der way for an India-GCC FTA, :
Indiaand Qatar at the bilateral

level willlook at the possibility
of havingan FTA in the future.
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Russia and the U.S. on
Tuesday agreed to start
working towards ending
the war in Ukraine and im-
proving their diplomatic
and economic ties, Ameri-
ca’s top diplomat said after
talks that reflected an ex-
traordinary about-face ‘in
U.S. foreign policy under
President Donald Trump.
U.S. Secretary of State
Marco Rubio said the two
sndes agreed broad]y to
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U.S. Secretary of State Marco
Rubio, right, with Russian FM
Sergei Lavrov in Riyadh. AFP

Speaking to pressper-
sons after the meeting, Mr.
Lavrov said that in his
“the conversation
was very useful”.

He mentioned the same

. three goals as Mr. Rubio
~and said that Washington

and Moscow agreed to ap-

I, point representatives to
- carry out “regular consul-

tations” on Ukraine.

Ukraine absent

No Ukrainian officials were
present at the meeting,
which came as Kyiv is slow-

ussia agree towork
end the war i

kraine

ly but is steadily losing
ground against more
numerous Russian troops
in a grinding war that be-
gan nearly three years ago.

Ukrainian President Vo-
lodymyr Zelenskyy said
his country would not ac-
cept any outcome from the
talks if Kyiv does not take
part.

European allies have ex-
pressed concern they are

being sidelined.

‘Acceptable end’

“Should this conflict come
to an acceptable end, the
incredible opportunities
that exist to partner with
the Russians geopolitically
on issues of common inter-

‘est and franldy, economi-

cally on issues that hope-
fully will be good for the
world and also improve
our relations in the long

term,” Mr. Rubio said.

“We not only listened,
but also heard each other,”
said Mr. Lavrqv.
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