ELECTION Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar was
appointed as the next
Chief Election
Commissioner on
Monday, the Law
Ministry said.

Kumar is the first
CEC to be appointed
under the new law on the

Vivek
Joshi is new
Election
Commissioner

Similarly, hewill oversee the
Assembly polls in Tamil Nadu
and West Bengal, which are
also due in 2026.
Kumar, who played
a key role in imple-
menting decisions
following the abro-
gation of Article 370
of the Constitution in
Jammu and Kashmirdur-
inghisstintinthe UnionHome

Vivek Joshi

appointment of the members
of the Election Commission
(EC). His term will run till
January 26, 2029, days before
the ECis expected toannounce
the schedule of the next Lok
Sabha election.

Vivek Joshi, a 1989-batch
Haryana-cadre Indian
Administrative Service (IAS)
officer, has beenappointed as
an Election Commissioner.

Duringhistenureas the 26th
CEC, Kumar will oversee the
Bihar Assembly polls later
this year, and the Kerala
and Puducherry Assembly
polls in 2026.

Ministry, took charge as an
Election Commissioner on
March 15, 2024.

His appointment came
hoursafter the Congress asked
the Government to defer its
decision on the new CEC till
the Supreme Court concludes
its hearing on a petition chal-
lengingthe compositionofthe
selection panel.

TheCongress'sdemandwas
put forth by Leader of
Opposition in the Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi during a meet-
ing of the selection panel
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, sources said.




Goods exports faII for3rd

Times News NETwork

i New Delhi: India’s goods ex
i ports fell for the third
: straight month due to lower
: oil prices, pushing up the
: trade deficit in Jan as im-
i portsgrew at the fastest pace
: sinceApril.

: Latest data released by
: the commerce department
on Monday estimated that

- exports fell 24% in Jan to
$36.4 billion, although non-
oil exports shot up 14.5% to
$32.9 billion. In contrast, ex-
ports of petrol and diesel
crashed 58% to $3.5 billion —

. making electronics (79%
. jump to $4.1 billion) the sec-

‘ ondlargestiteminIndia’sex-
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port basket after engineer-

ing. During Jan, imports
wereup10.2% to $59.4 billion,
resulting in a trade deficit of -
$23 billion compared with
$16.6 billion in Jan 2024.

The provisional esti-
mates of services exports in-
dicated that it has onceagain
topped goods. Services ex-

—

e 2nd Biggest Export Item

SERVICES AKE GOODS IN JAN
B Exports ™ Imports
Goods Trade Trade
Jan-24 deficit | Jan-24 surplus
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Source: Govt ' All datain$ bn
ports are estimated to have Barthwal said Indian expor-
gone up by over 24% to $38.8 ters could gain, and added
billion in-Jan, while imports  that the govt was planning to
werepeggedat$'18 2 billion. soon hold stakeholder con-
With export of goodsand  sultations.

services cumulatively add-
ing up to $683 billion, com-
mercesecretary Sunil Barth-
wal said India was on course
totopping exports of $800 bil-
lion this year.

Asked about the impact
of tariff actions by theUS on
several countries, including
Chma, Canada and Mezxico,

“Despite conflicts and
tariff retaliation around
the world, weare doing w
he told reporters, while
drawing comfort from non-
oilexports.

Thesecretarysmdlnma’
strongholds such as engi-
neering, electronics, phar-
ma and rea de gar-

ments, had been growing

consistently over last year’s :

high base. “The major driv-
ersof non-oil import growth

are electronics, drugs and :

pharma (21.5%) and rice
(44.6%). We are seeing some
green shoots in gems and
jewellery,” said Barthwal.

In Jan, gold imports
soared 40% to $2.7 billion, al-
though it was significantly
lower than Dec 2024, when it
wasestimated at $4.7billion.

Fieo president Ashwani

Kumar called for strategic :

measures to bolster exports
and rationalise imports.In a
statement, hedemanded a fo-
cused approach to export di-
versification, targeting new
markets and products, and
for the continuation of trade
facilitation measures and ex-
portincentives. _
“A careful review of im-
port policies is also essential
to identify areas where do-

mestic production canbeen- :

couraged to reduce depend-
ency onimports,” hesaid.
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« ¢ Trade, Gaza
gk Times News NETWORK
i Ll b
ne : New Delhi:Inarare honour
jr- i for a visiting head of state,
dy | PM Narendra Modi received
e. : the Qatar Amir, Sheikh Ta- g
n- i mim Bin Hamad Al-Thani, at @ ¢ : :
i the airport. This is the first Ny _
___ visit by the Amir to India in sl ARG N
5T - Al-Thani joined a select Jaishankar with the Amir of the state of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim Bin
group of people, which in-  Hamad Al-Thani, in New Delhi
cludes former US President
Barak Obama, Donald Tiwari (retd) is still in Qatar meeting tomorrow,” Modi
) Trump during his first presi- apparently because of a trav- posted on X, shortly after he
dency, former Japanese PM el ban. The eight men had - greeted Al-Thani with a hug
9/ Shinzo Abe and UAE Presi- been sentenced to death but = attheairport. -
ol dent Mohamed Bin Zayed Al later had it commuted to im- The two countries are ex-
’ Nahyan, whohavebeengiven prisonment. After their re-  pected to discuss ways to en-
| |  that honour by Modi. . | lease, Modi had travelled to  hance cooperation in trade,
25 - Inamajor reprieve for In- Dohaforabilateral visitdur-  investment, technology, cul-
el | dia last year, Al-Thani had ing 'vi_fhich he thanked Al- ture, energy and people-to-
L i pardoned eight Indian Navy Thani for the pardon.  peoplecontacts.

" yveterans who had been ar- “Went to the airport to Modi and Al-Thani will
7B *restedbyQatarl authorities  welcomemybrother, Amirof = also discuss regional and
=| | for military ~ espionage. Q&taxHHSheikhTamimBin global issues, including the
2. | While seven have come back =~ Hamad AlThani. Wishing Gaza situation where Qatar

7 ',_.fﬁjhdisqqneiﬂ"yetmremiﬂl“TMEf__a.'; fruitful stay in-India - is making efforts to salvage
~ Commangder Purnendu and looking forward to our theceasefire.
; ey . -'.-oj."c'i'-"s.'-gn_-,.f ..... B {iastnnranotasanaradsstestastuasunsiosinnnsqnsnayassnteciadnsets
o | HC orders CBI probe into 35,832¢r
Jccie UG : 144 % 3 m = : [ ]
S ploar-u-212 g | [ Ch mining scam
| [Tz aes ) bea gscaminTN
=1 g-Fe: cds.unit’@gmail.com | ' Chennai: Madras HC Monday ordered a CBI probe into the
? —1 | allegedRs5,832crore illegal beach mineralminingalong the
. ) | | coastsin Tirunelveli, Thoothukudi, and Kanyakumari dis-
Ll T e avts @arachkimar K.



DHAKA, Feb 17 (PTI)

BANGLADESH' interim
Government’s Foreign Affairs
Advisor Touhid Hossain has
sought India’s backing to revive
the SAARC at a meeting with
External Affairs S. Jaishankar at
the sidelines of a multi-lateral
conference in Muscat.

“Hossain sought toinitiate dis-
cussions for the renewal of the
Ganges Water Treaty signed in
1996 and emphasised the need
for convening the SAARC
Standing Committee meeting
and requested New Delhi’s sup-
portonthematter,” aBangladesh
Foreign Ministry statement said
after the two leaders met during
the 8thIndianOceanConference

(I0C) in Muscat, Oman, on
Sunday. Bangladesh’s new
Interim Government led by
Muhammad Yunus has been
insisting on the revival of the
South Asian regional grouping
SAARC which has been sus-
pended for a long time due to
the India-Pakistan conflict.
Jaishankar in a post on X after
the meeting did not mention
SAARC. “Met Foreign Affairs
Adviser Md Touhid Hossain ofthe
Interim  Government  of
Bangladesh. The conversation
was focused on ourbilateral rela-
tionship, as also on BIMSTEC,”
Jaishankar posted on X.
Bangladesh will replace
Thailand as chairman after the
6th BIMSTEC summit in April.






