‘Together, We
Can Transform
Global Biz’

TiMES News NetwoRrk

New Delhi: Commerce and

industry minister Piyush

Goyal on Sunday said that the

announcement of a trade deal

with the US has provided a lot

of confidence to businesses
THE TIMES GROUP

on both sides and the agree-
ment can help strengthen eco-
nomic ties by leveraging the
competitive strengths of the
two countries.

“The Prime Minister has
brought back with him an
agreement or an understand-
ingtoenterintoatradedealby

Glabal

Business
LSummit

Fallufth,lsyeatltgivesalot'
of confidence andalot of re-

India is forging new pa_rtnershs across the ﬂorld through de
agreements with the developed world, commerce and industry minister
Piyush Goyal said in New Delhi on Sunday

we can ftruly work as two
friends, as two partners for
progress and prosperity”
Goyal said at the ET Now
Global Business Summit.
Last week, PM Modiand US
pres1dent .Donald Trump
agreedtoatradedeal whilealso

- seeldngtotargetbﬂateraltrade

Trump’sannouncement of re-
ciprocal tariffs against coun-
tries which impose higher
customs duty on American
goods than what the US levies.
Trump hasattacked India and
said that govt maintains very
high tariffs on imports.
India will seek to push for
lower import duties on some
labour-intensive prod-
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pandingandforgingnewpart- :

nerships across the world :
through trade agreements :

with the developed world, in-
cluding with Australia, UAE,
and the European Free 'I‘rade

Asgsociation bloe (comprising *
Iceland, Liechtenstein, Nor- :

way, and Switzerland).

“The progress we are mak-
ing in other engagements
with Europe, and the progress
we will soon make with the US
as we proceed to finalize a

trade deal by fall of this year, :
are all reflective of India’s :

growingrelevanceat the glob-

alstage,” hesaid.

Further, he said that the

government is taking a series
of stepstoboost domestic man-
ufacturing. “The Make in [ndia
story isnow goingtobeled bya
National Manufacturing mis-
sion, which will come up with
newer ideas and address the
challenges that manufacturing
in India faces (by) MSMEs or
otherwise, and ensure that
making in India becomes more
competitive,” the minister add-
ed.In2023, the USand Indiabi-
lateral trade in goods and ser-
vices was estimated at$190 bil-
Tion ($124 billion goods and $66
billion services trade).
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« hankarmet Banglagdes=
foreign adviser Touhid
Hossain on the sidelines of
Indian Ocean Conference in
: Muscat on Sunday amid ten-
: se bilateral ties over the pr-
: esence of ousted ex-PM She-

[ ‘oreign minister S

: ikh Hasina in India since
last Aug, report Sachin Pa- J

: rashar & Ahsan Tasnim.
While Jaishankar said
the conversation was focu-
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Jaishankar’s meet with Hossain

- .came amid Dhaka’s efforts to

revive ties with Islamabad

cause of Pakistan’s support
to cross-border terror. :
.Sunday’s talks come ahe-

) i ad of a possible meeting bet-

gPMModlandBanglade-
shi ¢ h1e£ adviser Md Yunus on
margins of Bimstec sum-







16 armed miscreants
by Army, Assam

NEW DELHI, Feb 16 (IANS)

SIXTEEN armed miscreantswe
apprehended with a huge cache
of weapons in Manipur during
intelligence-based operations
conducted by the Indian Army
and Assam Rifles formation
under Spear Corps, the Armysaid
on Sunday.

The operations were con-
ducted from February 14 to 15,
in coordination with Manipur
Police, in Churachandpur,
Thoubal, Tengnoupal and
Imphal East districts, using
drones and explosive detection
dogs, said Additional Directorate
General of Public Information,
Integrated Headquarters of
Ministry of Defence (Army) in a
post on social media. The oper-
ations resulted in theapprehen-
sion of 16 cadres of hill and val-

ley-ba oupsofManipurand
covery of nine weapons,
mprising automatics, assault
rifles, pistols, Single Barrel Rifles,
[EDs, grenades, ammunition and
war-like stores. The apprehend-
edindividualsand therecovered
items were handed over to
Manipur Police, the Army said.
On  Saturday, Manipur
Governor Ajay Kumar Bhalla
appreciated the role played by
the forces in safeguarding sov-
ereignty, maintainingpeace and
harmonyandensuringthesecu-
rity of the citizens of the State.
Addressing theannual investi-
ture ceremony for the ‘Governor's
Unit Citation 2025  at the Raj
Bhavan, the Governor said that
the security forces’ valour, pro-
fessionalism and commitment
to duty have earned them the
admiration and gratitude of the

s in Manipur

people. Governor Bhalla appre-
ciated the services rendered by
the brave men and women in
uniform in protecting the secu-
rity, maintaining peace and
ensuring the safety of the citi-
zens. He said that Saturday’s
event serves as a tribute to the
unwaveringdedication, courage
andexemplary servicedisplayed
by the units of the forces in their
duty to the nation and the peo-
ple of Manipur.

“Werecognise those units that
have demonstratedoutstanding
bravery, and unwaveringresolve
in the face of adversity. Whether
it is counter-insurgency opera-
tions, humanitarian efforts, dis-
aslerresponse, orensuring inter-
nal security, these units have dis-
played exceptional dedication
and commitment to their duty,”
said Governor Bhalla.
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PM sets 9L cr e

for textile

Asks Banks To
Ensure Enough
Credit Flow

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: PM Narendra -

Modi Sunday urged bankers
to ensure adeguate credit
flow to the textiles sector to
help the industry meet the
growing demand from India
and also asked representa-
tives from the sector to act as
ambassadors to tap overseas
investors looking to set up
shop in the country, amid
heightened interest.
“During my interaction
at the stalls, I heard a pleas-
ant complaint. People said
thereissomuch demand that
they are unable to meet it.
Some friends told me that it
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 The vision of farm, fibre, fabric,

fashion and foreign is becoming -
amission for the country, PM
Modi said at ‘Bharat Tex 2025’ in'
New Delhi on Sunday

takes an average investment
of Rs 75-80 crore to setup a

factory that can employ 2,000
people. I would urge bankers

to hear their demands, un-
derstand their prioritiesand
give,” Modi said at Bharat
Tex, the premier business

event for thesector.
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"The comment comes at a
time when industry represen-
tatives have also told the tex-

gl tiles ministry that there is a
lot of demand in the wake of

the developments in Bangla-
deshand efforts by companies
to diversify the sourcing base,

' which is highly dependent on

. China. Several global compa-

. niesarealsointalkstostepup
soureing from India.

! “Some friends were tell-
ing me that there are a lot of
foreign companies which
want to invest in India, and I

' would urge you to be the am-

bassadors for that. When you
tell them, instead of thegovt,
they w1]1 agree,” Modisaid.

' He said govt is also taking

'steps to boost manufacturing

in country and also promote
textiles sector. “We are work-
ing on long-term ideas for the
textiles sector... we have taken
several policy changes,” he

said, adding that several steps
have been taken including in
the budget to provide more
credit and change the defini-
tion of MSMEs,

Referring to his state-
ment at Bharat Tex last year,
the PM said, “The vision of
farm, fibre, fabric, fashion
and foreign is becoming a
mission for the country. This
mission is opening up ave-
nues of growth for everyone
— farmers, weavers, design-
ers and businesgses. Last
year, textiles and apparel ex-
ports from India grew 7%. If
you cheer at 7% then what
willhappen tome? Next time
there should be cheering
when we grow 17%. We ex-
port textiles and apparel
worthRs31akherore, thetar-
get is to take it to Rs 9 lakh
crore by 2030. But we may be
able to achieve the target be-
fore 2030 itself.”



Change of Guard ceremony in-d NEW FORMAT

President Droupadi Murmu witnesses the inaugural show of the Change of Guard ceremony in'a new format at the Forecourt of Rashtrapati Bhawan in New Delhi. The
ceremony will take place every Saturday and will be open to & larger number of visttors from February 22, 2025, PTH}

NEW DELHI, Feb |6 {Agenries)

THEChange ofGuard ceremo-
ny at Rashirapati Bhawan will
now be held in a new format,
featuring an elaborate visual

cand  musical  performance

against the backdrop of the
presidential palace, an official
statement sald on Sunday.
‘Thenew formatincludes mil-
itary drills by treops and hors-
esolthe President’s Bodyguand,

‘along with personnel from the

Ceremonial Guard Batmalion

‘and the Ceremonial Military
Brass Band. The display will be
‘spread over a larger area, the

statement added. President
DoupadiMurmu witnessed the
inaugural ceremony in its new
format on Sunday at the fore-
court of Rashirapati Bhawan,
according to the statement
issued by her office,

The ceremony will be open
tn-a larger number of visitors
from February 22, the state-
ment said.

of guard, a time-hon-
oured military tradition, was
introduced as a ceremonial
event in 2007 at Rashtrapati
Bhawan allowing a fresh

group  of the President's

Bodyguard to take charge. In

2012 the ceremony was made
-a publicevent givingcitizens an

opporunity warend theevent,
officials said. )
Freviously held between
Jaipur Column and gate num-
ber 1, it has now been shified
tothe forecourt, expanding the
capacity 1o over a thousand




‘Rana visited North,
before 26/11 ter -

B By Sumir Kaul
NEW DELHL, Feb 16 (PTI)

TAHAWWUR Hussain Ralg
possibleextradition from the L
in connection with the 26/11
Mumbai terrorattacks could pro-
videimportantleads into his trav-
els in parts of north and south
India days before the carnage in
2008, officials have said.

The 64-year-old Rana, a
Pakistan-bornCanadian nation-
al and a close associate of
Pakistani-American terroristand
one of the main conspirators
David Coleman Headley, is serv-
ing supervised detention at a
metropolitan detention centre
in Los Angeles after completing
a 14-year sentence in 2023.

US President Donald Trump
announcedonThursday that his

administration has approved
Rana'sextraditiontoIndia, refer-
ring to him as “one of the plot-
ters and very evil people of the
world.” Once extradited, Rana
would be the third person to be
sent on trial in India in the case
after Ajmal Kasab and Zabiuddin
Ansari alias Abu Jundal. In
November 2012, Kasab, the lone
surviving Pakistan terrorist, was
hanged to death in Pune's
Yerawada Jail.

Arrested by the FBlonOctober

h India

attacks’

27,2009, Rana was chargesheet-
ed by the National Investigation
Agency (NIA)in 2011 under var-
ious sections of the Indian Penal
Code and Section 6(2) of the
SAARC Convention on
Suppression of Terrorism.

While tracking Headley's foot-
steps in India, the central secu-
rityofficials had found that Rana
had visited Hapur, Delhi, Agra,
Kochi,Ahmedabad, and Mumbai
with his wife SamrazRanaAkhtar
between November 13 and
November 21, 2008.

Rana had submitted business
sponsor letters from ‘Immigrant
Law Center’ and property Tax
payment notice from the Cook
County as his address proof.

The officials said once Rana s
brought to India, the purpose of
these visitswould be established.



India attempts to
promote Bimst
which ex

» Continued from
If it happens, it would be the first

| bilateral meeting between the

A two after Yunus assumed office.

| Both Modiand Yunusare likely toat-

. tend the Bimstec summit in person.
Modi had discussed concerns relat-
ed to Bangladesh in the meeting
with Trump last week.

In his meeting with Jaishankar,
Hossain also called for talks for re-
newal of Ganges Water Treaty, add-
ing both sides recognised the chal-
lenges in the relationship and the
need for joint efforts to address those. :

According to Dhaka, ahead of Jaishankar is learnt to have conveyed
i n border forces this India's desire for a constructive and

yped that various bor-  mutually beneficial relationship with

‘ - Bangladesh in a positive atmosphere

the have the opportunity to lead Bim-

¢, take initiatives for cooperation

1 different sectors by working to-

et tandem with all the
tesand thiswillbeanop-
r Bangladesh to re-dem-
ts commitment to the
id Bimstec secretary-gen-
Pandey last week, adding
litical changes in the
d not diluted Dhakas
B group. :
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