With far-reaching advay

RANCHL, Feb 15 (PTDH

PRESIDENT Droupadi Murmu
on Saturday asserted that with
far-reaching ggya i ;
fieldsolartificial in g(A
and machinelearning, the future
is going to be dramatic.

She said, the Centre was tak-
ingsteps tointegrate Alinto high-
er education, and it was a mal-
ter ol pride that Birla Institute of
Technology, Mesra, Ranchi was
ahead of the curve with related
courses launched in 2023,

“Ours is the age of technolo-
gy. New advances in the field of
information technology have
changed the way we live. Whal
was unthinkable (il yesterday
has become reality today. The
comingyears are goingto beeven
more dramatic with far-reaching
advances expected particularly

President Droupadi Murmu during Platinum Jubilee celebrations of

BIT Mesra in Ranchi, Jharkhand on Saturday.

(PTI)

in Artificial Intelligence and
Machine Learning.

“As Al rapidly transforms
economies, the Government of

expected in

India has been quickin respond-
ing to the emerging scenario.
Several initiatives are being tak-
en (o integrate Al in higher edu-
cation institutions,” Murmu said
while addressing the platinum
jubilee celebrations of BIT Mesra
here,

She, however, cautionedinno-
vators and entrepreneurs not to
ignorethe knowledge base of tra-
ditional communities, saving,
“Often, problems donotneed big
technological interventions." The
President said that as technolo-
gy creates great disruptions in
societies, one should remaincon-
cerned aboutitsimpactonmar-
ginalised groups.

“The greatopportunities being
createdshould beavailable toall;
the great transformations being
brought about should benefit
all,” she emphasised.
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NEW DELHI, Feb 15 (IANS)

AS INDIA sigjves to re e ambitious target of 500 GW of non-
fossil fuel-bas gy capacity by 2030 set by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the country has already become a “solar super-
power”, according to Simon
Stiell, Executive Secretary of L ‘E::\.

the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC).

Speaking at a media event
in the capital on Saturday, Stiell
said that while some
Governments talk, “India takes
action, prioritisingsustainable
growth and energy security”. =

Under the leadership of PM [
Modi, India has become aglob- ‘
alleaderin thefightagainstdi- |CIN%
mate change.

Ensuring energy access :
while tackling climate change is crucial,” Stiell said, highlighting
India’'s ambitious plans to expand clean energy infrastructure at the
ET NOW Global Business Summit 2025.

“Under PM Modi’s leadership, India is expanding clean energy,
cutting carbon intensity, and driv-
ing a green economy,” he noted.

India’s commitment to achiev-
ingnet-zero emissionsaligns with
global targets, demonstrating its
dedication to sustainability.

“Asglobal climate actioninten-
sifies, India is leading in sustain-
ability, clean technology, and cli-
mate finance, positioningitselfas
a future clean energy superpow-
er,” said the top UN executive,
adding that an even stronger
embrace of theglobal clean ener-
gy boom will supercharge India’s
economic rise. The UN climate
chief also urged India to develop
an ambitious climate plan covering its entire economy.

The country has already achieved a historic milestone by sur-
passing 100 GW of installed solar power capacity, reinforcing its
position as a global leader in renewable energy.
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‘Practise what y¢

Jaishankar to West ov

MUNICH, Feb 15 (PTI)

EXTERNAL Affairs Minister 5
Jaishankar took a dig at the
Western countries for treating
democracy as a “Western char-
acteristic”, accusing them of not
practisingabroad what they val-
ued at home.

Jaishankar made these
remarks on Fridayat a paneldis-
cussion titled “Live to Vote
Another  Day:  Fortifying
Democratic Resilience” at the
Munich Security Conference,

He also said that “if you do
want democracy eventually to
prevail, it's important the West
also embraces successful mod-
els (democracy) outside the
West." “There was a time — |
have to say thisin all honesty —
when the West treated democ-
racy as a Western characteristic
and was busy encouraging non-

democratic forces in the Global
South. It still does. Everything
you value at home, you don't
practice abroad.”

“So, 1 do think the rest of the
Global South will view the suc-
cesses, shortcomings and the
responses of other countries,”
he said.

He also said India, for “all the
challengesthat we havehad, even

at a low income, we have stayed
true to the democratic model,
whichisalmostifyoulook at our
part of the world. We are pretty
much the only country that has
done that.”

“So I think it's something the
West should look at, because if
you do want democracy even-
tually to prevail, it's important

(Conid on page 5)

‘Democratic India
able to feed
800 million people’

MUNICH, Feb 15 PTD)

EXTERNALAffairs MinisterS
Jaishankar said since India is
ademocratic society, itisable
to give nutrition support and
food to 800 million people.
Speakingon Fridayatapan-
el discussion titled ‘Live to
Vote Another Day: Fortifying
Democratic Resilience’ at the
MunichSecurity Conference,
Jaishankar made these
remarks as a counter to US
Senator Elissa Slotkins remark
that democracy "doesn't put
(Conid on page 5)

preach’ |
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lakh students set to appear at 7,600 centres
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Students at the examination centre after appearing for the Central
Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) Class 12th exams, in
Prayagraj on Saturday.

(ANI)

NEW DELHI, Feb 15 (PTI)

THE Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) exams for
Classes 10 and 12 began on
Saturday, withmore than42 lakh
students sel to take the tests at
over 7,800 centres across the
country and abroad.

According to board officials, a
total of 24.12 lakh Class-10 stu-
dents will take the testin 84 sub-
jects, whilemore than 17.88lakh
studentswillappearinthe Class-
12 exams across 120 subjects.

Theexamsare scheduledto be

conducted at 7,842 centres in
India and 26 abroad.

On the first day of the exams,
the Class 10 students appeared
for the English (Communicative)
and English (Language and
Literature) papers, while the
Class-12 students appeared in
the Entrepreneurship exam.

“The CBSE board exams for
Classes 10 and 12 have started.
Today, the Class-10 English and
Class-12  Entrepreneurship
exams were held. The Class-10
exam took placeat 7,780 centres,
with over 23.86 lakh students

12 begin

appearing, while the Class-12
exam was conducted at 995 cen-
tres with around 23,000 stu-
dents,” CBSE Examination
Controller Sanyam Bhardwaj
said."Theexams wereorganised
smoothly. Thopeall the students
reached their exam centreswith
enthusiasmand wereable to take
the tests in a positive environ-
ment,” he added.

Bhardwaj said the CBSE has
ensured thatall necessary guide-
lines and security measures are
in place to maintain the integri-
ty of the examination process.

“Schools and exam centres
have been briefed on strict pro-
tocols to facilitate a fair and seam-
less examinationexperience. The
CBSE had organised a live web-
cast on Friday in the presence of
school principals from Delhi-
NCR, outlining the essential
exam guidelines for the schools
and stakeholders,” he added.

TheClass-10 exams are sched-
uled to end on March 18, while
the Class-12 exams will conclude
on April 4.

The CBSE started its annual
counselling service ahead of the
board exams to alleviate exam-
ination-related stress and sup- ‘
port the students as they pre-
pare for their theory exams.



NEW DELHL, Feb 15 (PTI)

ATARGET to take bilateral trade
to USD 500 billion by 2030 and
plans to negotiate a bilateral
trade agreement will help India
boost its exports to the US,
exporters say.

The focus on technology,
defence, and green energy will
particularly benefit India's export
sectorsandenhance global com-
petitiveness, exporters said.

Federation of Indian Export
Organisations (FIEQ) President
Ashwani Kumarunderscored the
importance of enhancing bilat-
eral trade by eliminating barri-
ers and streamlining processes.

International trade expertand
Hi-Tech Gears Chairman Deep
Kapuria said that the USD 500
billion bilateral trade target isan
important outcome of Prime

£ - f & >
Minister Narendra Modi’s high-
level visit to Washington.
“Since India has surplus in
trade with the US, itwould bring
significantgains loIndiain terms
ofenhanced exporttotheworlds
largest economy. What isimpor-
tant here is that the two leaders
haveagreed tonegotiate the first

tranche of amutually beneficial

multi-sector bilateral trade
agreement by fall 0f2025," he said.

Kapuria added that this deci-
sion will give a big boost Lo US
investors who are wanting to
relocate to India and also look-
ing for new investment oppor-
tunities in India.

“For Indian industry, thisis a
greal opportunity to enhance
theirexportsto the USaswell as
integration into GVCs (global
value chains) led by US compa-
nies,” he said.

In 2023, the US and Indiabilat-
eral trade in goods and services
stood at USD 190.08 billion (USD
123.89 goods and USD 66.19
services trade), In that year,
India’s merchandise exports to
the US stood at USD 83.77 bil-
lion, while imports were USD
40.12 billion, leaving a trade gap
of USD 43.65 billion in favour of
India. The country's services
exports to America were USD
36.33 billion in 2023, while
imports were USD 29.86 billion.
The trade gap (difference
belween imports and exports)
was USD 6.47 billion in favour
of New Delhi.



Trump, Musk do jomt Interview onmedia attempts t0 spit them

WASHINGTON DC, Feb 15 (ANI)

IN AN exclusive jointinterview
sel to air on FOX News on
February 18, US President
Donald Trump has panned
attempts by media of trying to
create tension between him
and the billionaire DOGE chief
Elon Musk and said the efforts
are not working.

The interview with FOX News
Channel’s Sean Hannity will
also cover other topics such as
Trump's first 100 days in office
and major ongoing news sto-
ries. In a sneak preview of the
interview airing on FOX News
on February 18 at 9:00 pm ET,
and released by FOX News on
Friday, Trump discusses how
the media’s efforts to splithim
from Musk are ineffective.

Inavideo published by FOX

=T TR

News on its YouTube channel
Trump said, “1 see it all the
time... Actually, Elon called me,
you know they are trying to
drive us apart. I said absolute-
ly.”

He added, “We have break-
ing news, Donald Trump has
ceded control ofthe presiden-

cy to Elon Musk, President
Musk will be attending a cab-
inet meeting at 8:00. And I say
it is just so obvious.”
Hefurthersaid, “They are so
bad at it. I used to think they
were good at it. They are actu-
ally bad at it... I think nobody
inhistory has evergotten more

bad publicity than me. I could
dothegreatest things. | get 98%
bad publicity.”

TheNew York Postin areport
said that47th President, speak-
ingintelevisionnewsanchor’s
cadence, parodied some of
what he's heard about himself
and Musk on the news.

“You know, they said, ‘We
have breaking news. Donald
Trump has ceded control of
the presidency to Elon Musk.
President Musk will be attend-
ing a cabinet meeting tonight
at 8:00,” Trump joked.

A few days back, Musk,
accompanied by his four-year-
oldsonX, was seen in the Oval
Office alongside Donald
Trump as the US President
signed an executive order to
continue downsizing the fed-
eral workforce.




Army chief lauds “10-year
for India-US defenc

NOIDA, Feb 15 (ANI)

ARMY Chief General Upend ivedi lauded the India-US
defence deals signed followirfg Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
visit to the Unite d said that the 10-year plan that will
be laid out will greatly benefit defence production in the coun-
try. He further said that the Indian Army has a big role not just
in providing security but also in nation-building.

Speaking to the media after attending the annual reclaiming
ceremony in Noida, General Dwivedi said, “We have received
very good news that a 10 year plan will be laid out. The joint pro-
duction will greatly benefit the defence production in our coun-
try, benefit the Indian Army and promote self-reliance.”

“Indian Army has a great role to play in nation building and
not just providing security,” he added. Notably, India and the US
areset to begin talks tosign this yearanew 10-year defence frame-
work that will run from 2025 to 2035 and is expected to be final-
ized later this year. The framework for the “US-India Major
Defence Partnership in the 21st Century,” is aimed at strength-
ening defence ties between the two countries, accordingtoajoint
statement released following Prime Minister Narendra Modi srecent
meeting with US President Donald Trump in Washington DC.
Once this agreement is in place it will ensure that both countries
can easily purchase defence goods and services from one anoth-
er, promoling efficiency in procurement processes.




