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Zelensky: Russian drone dam
Chernobyl plant’s ;ad

Kyiv: Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelen ]
Friday that a k

to the radiation containment
shelter at the disused Cherno-
byl nuclear power plant over-

night. Zelensky and;the UN’s

atomic energy watchdog both
said that radiation levels rema-

ined normal after the incident.
Maria Zakharova, spokes-
woman for the Russian foreign
ministry; accused Zelensky of
orchestrating a drone attack to
coincide with the Munich

event as part of a lobbying ef-

fort to secure more weapons
andmoney from the West.
Chernobyl was the site of
theworld’s worst civilnuclear
catastrophe when one of . its

fourreactors exploded in 1986.

That reactor is now enclosed
to contain the

.t

gradiation.
The drone struck the radia-
tion shelter, causing a fire that
was then extinguished, Zelens-
ky wrote on the Telegram app.
“According to initial assess-
ments, the damage to the shel-
ter is significant,” he said. Uk-
raine’s SBU security service
showed pictures of what it said

was the drone, which it said

had been carrying a high-ex-
plosive warhead. It said the
drone was a Geran-2, the Russi-
an name for the Iranian-desig-

hed Shahed-136. Andriy Yer-

mak, the Ukrainian preside-

‘nt’s chief of staff, posted pho-

tos that appeared to show a sm-
all fire near the top of the shel-
ter, known as the New Safe Co-
nfinement. Zelensky told repo-
rters in Munich the drone haq
flown in below radar range, ata
height of 85 metres. reutggs
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Govt eyes a win-win
trade deal with US

Reduction In Import Duties By Both Sides

wlli Help Blunt Impact Of

Sidhartha@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Indian govt is
hopeful of working out a
win-win trade deal with the
US after PM Narendra Modi
and US president Donald
Trump signalled early Fri-
day that a bilateral agree-
ment will be in place by fall
2025. “If youlook atour trade
basket, India’s exports are
very different from what we
import from the US. So, it
will bebeneficial for both the
countries,” asenior govt offi-
cial told TOL

An Indian official said
the deal will see import duti-

: esbeingcutonbothsides,so- =

: mething that will help blunt
: the impact of reciprocal ta-

:  riffs. Besides, removingnon-

: tariff barriers is also part of
: thenegotiatingagenda.

The said India would look

: to increase the import of
: Americanoil, gasand defence
: equipment to

: de deficit. Already, some of
the concerns over tariffs on

productsthatareof interestto :

: the US, such as Harley David-
: son bikes, bourbon whiskey
: and Californian wine, haveso-
: ught to be addressed over the
: tion in import duty — somet-
: hing that the two leaders also
: took note of in the joint state-
: mentreleased after their mee-
: tingatthe White House

: address
Trump’s concern over the tra-

0 STRATEGY
\M‘ Trade surplus
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India’s imports

2022-23

50.8

2023-24

200425 m
Oorio) ST
nﬂl’slmporlsh'omﬂieus , ndia’sexpnrtstoﬂleus
m———) Lol Machinery,
e e engineering goods m—ll®
Machinery. j
| engineering goods =3 6.1 ~ Gems & jewellery smm—=—=g 9.9
| Pearls&stones_—. 52 Textiles&carpets Y]
| Aircraft @ 23 Pharma s 8.1

; Medica] equipment ®19
~ All data in $bn for 2023-24

0Oil products === 5.8

Source: Commerce dem

' Going forward, there co-

uld be reduction in levies on
products such as pecan nuts
and some other farm products -
that India is importing, not ne-
cessarily fromtheUS.

* “Both sides also pledged
to collaborate to enhance bi-
lateral trade by increasing
US exports of industrial go-
ods to India and Indian ex-
ports of labour-intensive

manufactured products to

the US. The two sides will

“work together to increase

trade in agricultural goods,”

thejoint statement said.

~ For India, services are the
‘other area of interest, altho-
ugh it isunclear if that will be
part of the tradedeal thatisto
be negotiated in next few
months. Visas for Indian wor-
kers and professionals will be
the other area of interest for
govt, but that may be somet-
hing on which Trump has do-
‘mestic sensitivities.

On goods side, India will
seek to push products such
as textiles and leather, some
of which attract duties
which are as high as 40% in
the US. .



Crackdown Ori
Street Peddlers
And Traffickers

TiMES News NETWoORK

NeWDelhj:Arounq 1,100indi-
viduals, including narco-of-
fenders, bootleggers ang ma-
ny with eriminal backgro-
unds, were taken intocustody
during raids in a 24-hour pe-
riod conducted by Delhi Poli-
Cé across the city under Ope-
ration Kavach 7.0, an anti-
drug trafficking campaign.
In addition, 5,077 persons we-
re questioned and released,
while 1,407 violators were
pProsecuted under the Ciga-
rettesand Other Tobacco Pro-
ducts Act (COTPA),

Devesh Chandra Srivasta-
va, special commissioner of
police (Crime), said the ope-
ration focused on both street-
level peddlers and high-level
traffickers, employing a top-
down and bottom-up appro-
ach. Six operations, starting
in 2023, have been conducted
so far, leading to substantial
drug seizures and the arrest
of drugoffenders.

In the latest operation, 150
police teams from all police
stations and units WEI‘BCOI_IStl-
tuted and theraids, supervised
by jointcommissiopers Suren-
der Singh and Sanjay Bhatia,
commenced at 6pm on Feb 12,

5,07

Operation Kavach 7.0
conducted from Feb 12-13
150 police teams conducted
raids across 784 locations in
15 Delhi districts, involving
Crime Branch and Special Cell :

Under custody

90 drug offenders arrested
in 87 NDPS cases

157 cases registered
under Delhi Excise Act;

IE

161 arrests made 3 SEIZURES
29 arrests in 27 ; =
Arms Act cases “ 553gm Py 199gm ol 2.1 lakh
272 booked under / __0f ferdin Of'?-a."lf e Ot cocalne i, ai_prazulam‘tablets.‘
Sec 40 of Delhi Excise Act 48 vehicles, *. 94 hottles and 432 cans of
909 individuals taken nto | including metorcycles beer, 33,095 illicit liquor
%reventwe custody ~_ andscooters ' quarters, and 5 hookahs
' bli @53 o 2> R e PR T A
x Oh;? In3 gambing . Lrevolver and Lpistol, 11 live - Surgical blade,
let off un(é:lrh:e?;sqggmg' © country-made pistols  cartridge 18 knives
vij‘:i noncc - 1,407 vlolnlnrs prosecut'_e'& within 100m .of'-e&'iicationhl institutions under
Sl RS COTPA Act, and one arrested with 10,000 cigarette packets
concluding at6pm on Feb13. 272 individuals under the Del-  the DP Act. Police also initia-
Ninety drug offenders we- hiExciseActandtOOkQOQizldi- ted one case under the Preven-
re arrested in 87 cases under  viduals into Dbreventive custo- tion of Illicit Traffic in Narco-

the Narcotic Drugs and Psy-
chotropic Substances Act.
AnotherlSTms&eWeremgi_ste-
red under the Delhi Excise
Act, resulting in 161 arrests,
Further, 29 individuals were _
taken into custody in 27 Arms

Act cases. Police also booked

dy Threeindividuals were ar-
rested in connection with

 three gambling cases and 48
* vehicles seized intotal. While

909individuals were taken in-
to preventiv custody, 5,077

were called for questioning
and letoff under Section 65 of

- tic Drugs and Psychotropic

Substances Act.




Both Sides To
Work On A Deal
By Nov 2025

Chidanand Rajghatta

: Washington: India will buy
: unprecedented amounts of oil,

gas, military hardware and ag-
ricultural products from US to

bridge the trade gap between

the two countries in return for
enhanced US support for its ri-
se through military coopera-
tion, technology transfers in
critical areas, and regional do-
minance, under a deal struck
by PM Narendra Modi and US
President Donald Trump.

In four hours of talks and
engagements Thursday, Modi
publicly stood his ground aga-
inst a rampant Trump, defu-
singhis tirade about trade bar-
riers with measured conces-
sions, while maintaining he

Ag Y
When the Unlted
States and India work
together, ie ‘MAGA
plus ‘MIGA', the
‘f:lrEti?l‘ Parmmym['ship
prosperity Is
formed. And this
mmsplrﬂ gives
newescale and scope

» FULL TEXT OF PM'S ANSWERS AT PRESSER, P 16

| & US PLANE WI'I'H 119 DEPORTEES TO LAND TODAY, I'IS

ade gap

ted primary at China, Canada, '

Mexico, and the European :
Union, with India suffering @

collateral damage.

reciprocal tariffs against cou-

rican market while not provi-
dingreciprocalaccessto US

admiration and flattery; the is-
' sue played out at the joint Whi-

had as much right to advance
India smter&stsashumphad

entlyshyof § $]50bl1hon,t0$500 te House press conference
bi]lion annu_ﬂly by 2030. India with Trump publicly excoria-
s a trade urplusof-%glbjpll- t:ngIndmforhightanﬂ‘sand

-choosingtorepeemdly

To MAGA (make America :
great again), Modi responded :
with MIGA (make India great :
again), standing up to the dis- :
cordant note Trump struck :
earlier with his insistence on

ntries, including India, which
hesaidhad therunof the Ame-

Despite their effusive en-
gagementreplete withmutual :
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: discuss President Trump’s pr-
: oposalforaUS takeover of Ga-
: za,asourcewithknowledgeof
: thepreparationssaid Friday.

: Leaders of Egypt, Jordan,
: Qatarand the UAE will attend
: the summit, which will take
: place ahead of an Arab Leag-
: ue meeting in Cairo on Feb 27

: on the same issue, the source
: said. Speaking on the condl-
: tionof anonymity, another so-
: urce said President of the Pa-
¢ lestinian Authority, Mahmud
: Abbas, wouldalsoattend.

: outcry with his proposal for
: the US to take over the Gaza
: Strip and to move more than
: two million Palestinians out

z since sugges-

Trump sparked a global

alestinian militant groupsin

Gaza said they would relea-
se hostages lair Horn, US-Israeli
Sagui Dekel-Chen and Russian-
Israeli Alexandre Sasha Troufa-
nov on Saturday, inaccordance
with the terms of the ceasefire
with Israel. The announcement,
after days of uncertainty about
whether the ceasefire would

hold, followed intense efforts by

Egyptian and Qatari mediators.
~Astatement from PM Neta-

nyahu’s office said Israel accep-
ted the listbut that was later co-
 rrectedto say Israel had receiv-

edthelist,whichitsaidwasa
“purely factual description”

that did notreflect any Israeli

approachtotheissue.
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' Hamas said Israel was expe-

cted to release 369 Palestinian
prisoners inexchange. REUTERS
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Zelensky: Russian drone dam
Chernobyl plant’s ;ad

Kyiv: Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelen ]
Friday that a k

to the radiation containment
shelter at the disused Cherno-
byl nuclear power plant over-

night. Zelensky and;the UN’s

atomic energy watchdog both
said that radiation levels rema-

ined normal after the incident.
Maria Zakharova, spokes-
woman for the Russian foreign
ministry; accused Zelensky of
orchestrating a drone attack to
coincide with the Munich

event as part of a lobbying ef-

fort to secure more weapons
andmoney from the West.
Chernobyl was the site of
theworld’s worst civilnuclear
catastrophe when one of . its

fourreactors exploded in 1986.

That reactor is now enclosed
to contain the

.t

gradiation.
The drone struck the radia-
tion shelter, causing a fire that
was then extinguished, Zelens-
ky wrote on the Telegram app.
“According to initial assess-
ments, the damage to the shel-
ter is significant,” he said. Uk-
raine’s SBU security service
showed pictures of what it said

was the drone, which it said

had been carrying a high-ex-
plosive warhead. It said the
drone was a Geran-2, the Russi-
an name for the Iranian-desig-

hed Shahed-136. Andriy Yer-

mak, the Ukrainian preside-

‘nt’s chief of staff, posted pho-

tos that appeared to show a sm-
all fire near the top of the shel-
ter, known as the New Safe Co-
nfinement. Zelensky told repo-
rters in Munich the drone haq
flown in below radar range, ata
height of 85 metres. reutggs
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