KOLKATA, Feb 5 (PTI)

IN A bid to move away from (
colonial legacy, the Indian Army
hasrenamed EasternCommand
headquarters Fort William in
Kolkata as‘Vijay Durg,a Defence
official said on Wednesday.

In a decision taken internally,
the Army has also rechristened
somelandmarkbuildings inside
the sprawling campus situated
in the heart of the city.

“Wearegradually movingaway
from the colonial legacy,” the
Defence official told PTI about
the Army’s decision to rename
Fort William and some other
buildings inside it.

The Army has renamed St
George'sGateasthe Shivaji Gate,
he said, maintaining that the
decision to rechristen the fort
and some historic edifices situ-
ated inside it was taken in
November-December.

“We have renamed Kitchener
House as Manekshaw House,”
he said. Field Marshal Sam
Manekshaw was the chief of

Army Staff during the India-
Pakistan war of 1971 that led to
the birth of Bangladesh.

Kitchener House had been
named after HH Kitchener, the
First Earl Of Khartoum.

The Army has also renamed
Russell Block inside the fort as
Bagha Jatin Block after freedom
fighter Jatindranath Mukherjee
better known as BaghaJatin, who
fell to the bullets of the British
police following a gunfight in
Odisha's Balasore in 1915.

Builtin 1781, FortWilliam, the

former seat and symbol of
authority of the British Empire,
hasanunparalleled aura withits
historic structures and edifices
in and around the fort.

Situated on the eastern banks
of the river Hooghly during the
British East India Company'srule,
the brick and mortar fort had
been named after King William
Il of England. The present-day
fort complex covers an area of
more than 170 acres and hous-
es many colonial and modern-
day structures together.



WHO, ech

BUENOS AIRES,

PRESIDENT Javier Milei has
ordered Argentina’s withdrawal
from the World Health
Organisation due to profound
differences with the UN agency,
a presidential spokesperson said
Wednesday.
Milei'sactionechoes that ofhis
ally, USPresident Donald Trump,
who began the processof pulling
the United Statesout of WHOwith
anexecutiveorderon hisfirstday
back in office on January 21.
Argentina’s decision is based
on “profound differences in
health management, especially

Argentina says It
will withdraw

g Trump

during the (COVID19) pandem-
ic,” spokespersonManuel Adorni
said at a news conference in
Buenos Aires.

He said that WHO guidelines
at the time had led to the largest
shutdown “in the history of
mankind.”

He also said that WHO lacked
independence because of the
politicalinfluence of some coun-
tries, without elaborating which
countries.

Argentina will not allow an
international organisation to
intervene in its sovereignty “and
much less in our health,” Adorni
added.






NEW DELHI, Feb 3 (LANS)

ASTHE nriificial intelligence (Al)
race heats up globally, India has
devisedanexhaustivestrategy to
createa full Alstack and Opendl
iz willing to collaborare with the
country cn this mission, Union
Electronies and 1T Minister
Ashwinl Vaishnaw said on
Weednesday,

Alter meeting Openal Co-
founder and CEO Sam Aliman
inthenational capid, the Union
MinisterAshwini Vaishnaw post-
ed on X that Altman praised
Prime Minister Narendma Modi's
vision around Aland overallaim
to demcratise iechnology.

“Haod super cool discussion
with @sama on our strategy of
creating the entire Al stack -

e model, and apps, Willing
o collaborate with India on all
three,” Minister Ashwini
Valshnaw posted,

The Minister further stated
thiat Prime  MinisteSr Maodi
“guides us 1o demoertise weh-
nology” and Allman “apprecini-
ed PM's vision®,

Earlier, Altman who isthe own-
et of popular ChatGPT mixdels,
gaid India is a very imponant
market for Aland the company's
second biggest market globally.

nion Minister of Information
and Broadcasting and
Elactronice and Information
Technelogy Ashwini Vaish

with Openal CED Sam Altman
during & meeting in New Delhi,
{PTI)

According to hiim, Indiashould
be a leader in the Al race. Al
modeds are still not cheap, but
they are double. India should be
aleaderthere, of course,” hetold
the gathering.

Alman expressed amase ment
athowthe country has embraced
the technology and builtan entire
ecosystem around it

In the recently presented
Union Budget, Finance Minister
NMirmalaSitha raman announced
the ereation of three Centres of
Excellence (CokEs) in Al Tor edu-
cation, The initiative, with a
budget allocationol Rs 500crore,
alms 1o strengthen AT research
and its use in the education sys-
temn in the country.

The new Al Centres of
Exeellence willwork onsdvainced

ails Modi’s Al vision

research, the development of Al
learning tools, and [oster col
laboration between education-
al institutdons and industries,

Thegoul s tpeguipstudents with

the skills they need to thrive in
the futre. “Al is (ransforming
industries worldwide, and India
needs wlead inboth Al research
and its practical applications,”
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman sald.

The country s also likely 1o
lawneh its own sale and secure
indigenous Al model within six
months at an affardable cost,
Hacked by a high-end common
computing facility, the Indial
misslon is now closer 1o cus-
tomising indigenous Alsolutions
for the domestic context using
Indian languages,
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Finance Ministry

officers not t
DeepSeek,

NEW DELHI, Feb 5 (

THEFinance Ministry has direct-
ed its officers not to download
or use Al tools and apps such as
ChatGPT and DeepSeekin office
computers and devices, saying
they pose confidentialityrisks to
data and documents.

In a communication last
monthtoallitsdepartments, the
ministry said Al tools/Al appsin
office devices may be strictly
avoided. “Ithasbeen determined
that Al tools and Al apps (such
as ChatGPT, DeepSeek etc) in the

se ChatGPT,

er Al models

office computers and devices
pose risks for confidentiality of
Govt, data and documents,”
Department of Expenditure
under the Ministrysaidinanote
on January 29.

The move comes at a time
when countries like Australiaand
[taly have shielded their official
systems from Chinese DeepSeek
over privacyanddatasafety con-
cerns. Currently, Sam Altman,
CEO of OpenAl, whichhas devel-
oped artificial intelligence chat-
bot ChatGPT is on a whirlwind
tour to India.



