Maldives sets target to woo '
3,00,000 Indian touri

MALE, Feb 4 (PTI)

THE Maldives Govergament has
setatargetof attracting:
Indiantouristsin 2025
number went from top place in
2023 to sixth in 2024 following
the strained relations between
Male and New Delhi.

Maldives' Ministry of Tourism's
statistics shows that Maldives
received20,46,615 visitorsin2024
compared to 18,78,543 tourist
arrivals in 2023, China occupied
the top slot followed by Russia
in 2024 as Indian tourists
shunned away tillabout October
last year with the number slow-
ly rising after that.

Maldives Marketing and Public
Relations Corporation (MMPRC)
chairman Abdulla Ghiyas told a
local news portal Adhadhu on

tmonthlyevents will
d in India to achieve the
al to attract 3,00,000 tourists.

“Weare conducting itasa very
big campaign. For the first time,
we are targeting to hire a brand
ambassador to advertise in the
Indian mass media. We are also
trying to hold cricket summer
camps in Maldives,” he said.

The MMPRC is also working
with airlines, both Indian and
Maldivian, to bringtourists from
more destinations in India, which
Ghiyassaid adding, they are tar-
geting to fly from newer desti-
nation cities such as Kolkata,
Pune, Chennai too.

Post Covid-19 pandemic,
Indian tourists occupied the top
slot of arrivals to Maldives con-
tinuously from 2020 till 2023.
However, a full-blown backlash

ts in 2025

wasdirected at the Maldives fol - ¢
lowing derogatory remarks
againstIndia and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on social media
by three Maldivian Ministers after
he posted photos and video of
thepristine Lakshadweep Islands
on India’s west coast on January

6 on his X handle,

Indian tourists boycott
Maldives, travel agencies black-
listed the archipelagic nationand
even after efforts by the tourism
industry here, there were no
improvements.

Following the diplomatic row
between the 2 countries, the
number of Indian tourists went
down from 2,09,193 in 2023 to
1,30,805 in 2024 with the num-
bers per month rising very
slowly only in the last two
months.



India inks contract with

procurement of anti-

NEW DELHI, Feb 4 (PTI)

INDIAonTuesdayinked acontract with
Russia for procurement of anti-ship
cruise missiles, a move that will signif-
icantly augment the combat capabili-
ties of the Indian Navy's submarine fleet.

The Defence Ministry made the
announcement in a post on X.

The contract was inked in the pres-

P cruise missiles

ence of Defence Secretary Rajesh Kumar
Singh.“Ministry of Defence today inked
a contract with Russia for the procure-
ment of Anti-Ship Cruise Missilesin the
presence of Defence Secretary Shri
Rajesh Kumar Singh in New Delhi.These
missiles will significantly augment the
combat capabilities of the @indian-
navy's submarine fleet,” it wrote on the
social media platform.



NEW DELHI, Feb 4 (PTI)

THE trade etween the US and China is expected to
benefit Indian exporters in increasing their shipments to
the American market, sources said.

Theysaid the country was the fourth-largest gainer when
the USimposed higher duties on Chinese goods during US
President Donald Trump’s first tenure.

After coming to power again, Trump on Saturday signed
an order to impose stiff tariffs on imports from China, ful-
filling a campaign promise but raising the prospect of
increased prices for American consumers.

“India is likely to gain out of this trade war. Significant
rise in exports are expected from India,” a source said.

Exporters have also stated that the imposition of cus-
toms duties by the US on imports from China provides
huge export opportunities for India to America. The tariffs
would affect exports from China to the US as they would
push the prices of their goods in the American market, mak-
ing them less competitive.

“The move can create opportunities for Indian exports
due to the trade diversion effects as US buyers will seek
alternative suppliers to avoid higher costs,” Federation of
Indian Export Organizations (FIEO) Director General Ajay
Sahaisaid.He said the extent of benefits depends on India’s
production capacity and competitiveness.




Netanyahu §liF{F]

WASHINGTON, Feb 4 (AP

PRESIDENT Donald Trump and
Benjamin Netanyahuareset tomeet on
Tuesday as the Israeli Prime Minister
faces competing pressure from his right-
wing coalition toend a temporary truce
against Hamas militants inGazaand from
war-weary Israelis who want the remain-
ing hostages home and the 15-month

ees’ fragile
Gaza will hold

conflict to end.

Trumpis guarded about thelong-term
prospectsfor the truce, even as he takes
credit for pressuring Hamas and Israel
into the hostage and ceasefire agreement
that went into effect the day before he
returned tooffice last month. “Thave no
guarantees that the peace is going to
hold,” Trump toldreporters on Monday.
(Contd on page 5)






BRUSSELS, Feb 4 (AD)

BELGIUM has a new Prime
Ministerwhose political purpose
was long to break up the nation,
gut thestate structures and give
ever more autonomy to his
northern Flanders at the cost of
everyone else.

Bart De Wever took the oath
early onMonday, looking siraight
at King Philippe, the latest
monarch of a royal house he so
long had littde but disdain for
because it symbaolised the old
concept of Belgian unity.

“Iswearallegiance to the King,"
he said.

Itwasanother indication how
times change and bold demands
lor Flemish independence have

made room for the hopeofgrad-
ual change and
finding a renewed
balance between
Dutch-speakip
million  people,
francophone
Wallonia, with 3.7
million, and multi-
lingual Brussels,
with 1.2 million.

The Prime Minister and lead-
ing Ministers took the oath in
Duteh and French while several
others on the 15-member team
from both sides of the linguistic
divide stuck to their own lan-
guage during a short ceremony
al the Royal Palace.

“You can... Not take partin a

Mient and wait until the
system can be tak-
enasawhaole, Inev-
erbelieved in that,”
he told 'De
Standaard' news-
paper. “The other
oplionis o lake part
when vou can, and
obtain things [or
your community,
and that is whatwe

Govg

did.”

“Whenyoudon'ttake part, you
arecertainly leftemptyhanded,”
he added.

Language issues are woven
throughout the past century, as
the French-dominated nation
gradually made way for a bal-
anced political scene while

Wallonia's industrial prowess
waned and Flanders' economic
POWE TOSE.

De Wever of the Flemish
nationalist N-VA party succeeds
Alexander De Croo, who has
remained in office as a caretak-
er since the June elections last
vear, De Wever will join his fel-
low European Union leaders at
a summit in Brussels later on
Maonday.

“We will have 4 Government
that will clean up the budget,
implement a fair social policy,
reward work, implement the
strictest migration policy ever,
abolish the nuclear phase-out,
and invest in safety,” N-VA said
in a statement.

One issue immediately stood

rime Minister

out - gender balance. When De
Croo had achieved quasi parity
between men and women on his
team, De Wever only has three
women on his team of 15, and
none among the four vice pre-
miers. He has said he regrets il
but never made it a key point in
the coalition talks,

De Wever brought an eclectic
mix of five parties together 1o
break a 7-month deadlock in
coalition talks. The Flemish
nationalist was only givena shot
atsuccessiully brokeringacoali-
tion because the PS socialisis,
DeWever's palitical nemesis, lost
their generations-long grip on
Wallonia, ltallowed him to get a
deal with a free-market
MR party.
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Amritsar Today:
Govt Tightlipped

Sachin Parashar
@timesofindia.com

San Antonlo,
Texas, with Indian migrants

> US reports quote officials
as saying flight is on its way

> Punjab gears up to receive
Immigrants. Authorities say

to Amritsar after stop in Guam [°%

Ne g maon
a US military plane on Jan 24

Aozens had been deported, and
uneonfirmed reports put the
nimber of deportees north of
200, but there was no confirma-

American embassy here, wit-
houtsharing details about the
flight, sajd the US was vigoro-
usly enforcingits border, tigh-

New Delhi: In the first such > Colombia and Mexico have
peration of itskindinvolving | M0 info on passengers refused to receive their citizens
India since Trump’s return to | > In Oct last year, US had sent | ijnUsS military planes. Brazil
. the White House, the US de- | back lllegal Indian immigrants has flagged ‘flagrant disregard’
-~ Spaiched a C17 military air- | on a charter aircraft. Thistime, | of human rightsonsuch
: > EDIT: Plane Truth its a military plane deportation flights .
~ » Who are the millions »On tariffs, China hits back, > Sensex soars as Trump
Trump wants to deport, p 26 reprieve for Canada, P 28 pauses some tariffs, P 29
crafl carrying an unspecified  tion by either country, tening immigration laws and
number of illegal Indian mig- There was no official ack- removing illegal migrants.
rants to India. Anonymous US nowledgement atall of thefli-  “These actions send a clear
officials were quoted as saying  ght by Indian authorities. The message: illegal migration is

not worth therisk,” the spoke-
Sperson said.

Official sources here said
India’s ' position on illegal

.................................

migration had not changed
anditwﬂlconﬂnuetoawept :

those who illegally entered :

the US, after

Indian origin. Those retur- Z
among thousands of Indizns :
identified for deportation un- :

der the Biden administration.
Tuesday’s

co- :

-

mes days ahead of PM Modi’s :
visit to the US for his first bila-

PM would do what’s right.

While India has been ac-
cepting illegal migrants from :

the USfor years, including un-
der the first admini-

stration, the US has rarely, if |

ever, used a military
todeport Indian nationals.
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- New Delhi: I .li gence
agencies are poring over in-
putsthatthetop leadershipof

! Eashkarmm;-’l‘ai&md Jaish-e-

- congregate

~ in Pakistan-occupied Kgsh—
‘mir (PoK) on Wednesday for a

: @eech by a senmr Hamas

jical and prqmeatlve
ﬂ:tetopc, at an event to mark

Kashmir Solidarity Day.
The gathering, organised

under the banner of Al Agsa

Floo_ds, a reference to the

mosqueinJerusalem which is

 claimed by both Jews and

L= _30
Union home minister Amit Shah
during a meeting to review J&K

security in New Delhi Tuesday
terrorists, including Mazood

Azhar’s brother Talha Saif, be-
sides Ashgar Khan and Iliyas
Masood, attending the event.

- Meanwhile, home minis-

; 'ter /Amit Shah on Tuesday
it :chalreﬂ a hlgh—level meetmg




