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Ukraine troops control Russian
_town of Sudzha now Zelensky

Largest Piece Of Land Seized By

Measuring Station For R

Kyiv: Ukrainian Prez VQig dy
myr Zelensky said Th
that the country’s troops have
full control of the Russian
town of Sudzha in the Kursk
region in their i Incursion into
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Russian territory.
~ The town, the largest that
L Ukraine has reportedly seized
: so far, had a prewar population
g of around 5,000 people. It holds
=& ameasuring station for Russi-
=t annatural gas that flows thro-
g i ughUKrainian pipelinestoEu-
d rope. Natural gas flows from : AL
- West Siberian gas fields throu- A destroyed Russian border post at Sudzha Border Crossing in Kursk
> gh pipes that pass through Su-
e ; dzhaand cross the Ukrainian A Rygsjan courtjails  Report points at Kyiv
e- border into Ukraine’s system. g - 1
r- Zelensky said a Ukrainian US-Russian dualnat!  role in Nord Stream
military commander’s office 2 : . H N
o BB o st g JOr $52 donation to Kyiv blasts; Ukraine denies
38, didn’t elaborate on the details S-Russian dual national krainian presidential adviser
[a- or the functions of the office. Ksenia Khavana was convi- Mykhailo Podolyak Thursday
ed Theclaim couldn’tbe inde- = cted Thursday oftreasonina denied his country’s involvement
pa- pendently verified. Russiadid Russiancourtand sentencedto inexplosions which damaged the
ta- not immediately respond to 12yearsinprisononcharges = Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline.The
re- Zelensky’s statement. There stemming from adonationof pipelines, transporting gas under
zirl : wasno indication of any disr- about$52 toa charity aiding the Baltic Sea, were ruptured by
ity : uptionof the gasflowthrough Ukraine.Khavanawasarrested explosions in Sept2022. Polish pr-
an Sudzha, which accounts for inthe Ural Mountains city of osecutors said Wednesday that
ing ): about3% of Europe’simports. Yekaterinburgin Feband plead- Poland had received a European
t. S Kursk acting governor edguiltyinaclosedtriallastwe- arrestwarrantissued by Berlinin
red : Alexei Smirnov on Thursday ek, newsreportssaid. Khavana, connectionwiththe attack, but
ran : ordered the evacuation of the a33-year-old formerballetdan- thesuspect,aUkrainian man, has
:fr- : Glushkovoregion,about45km cer,reportedly obtained USciti- already left Poland. On Friday, the
rsi- : NW of Sudzha, as Ukraine’s zenship aftermarryinganAme- WSJreported thattop Ukrainian
3CO- incursion into theregion ente- ricanand movingto LosAnge- officials were involved inwhat
IR- red its second week. The evac- les.She had returnedtoRussia  happened. However, Ukraine
lice uation order suggests Ukrain- to visit her family. She report- blamed Russia. “Such anactcan
lor- ian forces are gradually adva- edly had her phone confiscated only be carried outwith extensi-
vin- : ncingtoward the area. Autho- afterarrivingin Yekaterinburg  vetechnical and financial resour-
‘LIt rities say more than 120,000 re-  in January and police found ces...and who possessed all this
ijab : sidents in the region already evidence onthe phone ofthe at the time of the bombing? Only
e.Ap : havebeenevacuated. ap donation. reuTers
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Russia,” Podolyak said. rReuTers .







PM: Must instil dreac
ho perpetrate cri

Endorsement
~ 0f Death Likely
1stBy APMIn

I-Day Speech -

Times News NeTwoRK

New Delhi: Expressing wor-

ry and pain over continuing

crimes against women,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in his Independence
Day speech called for swift
probe in all such cases and
harsh punishment including
death penalty as a deterrent

for others disposed to com- *

mittingsuch “demonicacts”.
“The fear of punishment
must be instilled among the
perpetrators... Those who
commit such demonic acts
should realise that they will
be hanged to death,” said PM
in his I-Day speech which fol-
lowed the countrywide out-
rage over the brutal rape and
murderof awomandoctor in
a Kolkata hospital and al-
leged coverup by authorities.
He urged the country, so-
ciety, and the state govern-
ments to “address this mat-
ter with utmost urgency”.
The endorsement of
death penalty for “demonic”
acts like brutal rapes — per-
haps the first by a PM in an
Independence Day speech —
comes amid a campaign to
‘abolish the death penalty
even for crimes falling in the
“rarest-of-rare” category, the
threshold devised by Su-
preme Court for minimising:
its use. While making his
pitch for the capital puni-
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Modi's endorsement of death penalty comes amid a campaign to abolish capital punishment even for crimes
falling in the ‘rarest-of-rare' category, the threshold devised by Supreme Court for minimising its use

ger and frustration among
women over continuing bru-
talities against them. “To-
day, from the Red Fort, I once
again express my pain. As
a society, we will have to
think seriously about the
atrocities against our moth-

ers, sisters, and daughters..

There is anger among com-
mon people because of this.
Icanfeel thatrage,” he said.
The PM also stressed the
need to amplify not just the
news and discussion on the
crime but also cases of puni-
shment to ensuredeterrence.
He said, “When a person of
such demonic tendency is

" punished, it does not make

headlines. Itis theneed of the
hour that extensive discus-

sion on those receiving puni-
shment is held so that those
committing this sin under-
stand that this crime leads to
hanging (death penalty).
I feel it is very important
toinstil thisfear;” hesaid.

In the past 28 years, as
many as six convicts have
been hanged for rape-cum-
murder cases—Kanta Prasad
Tiwari in 1997, Dhananjoy
Chatterjee in 2004 and four
convicts in Nirbhaya murder
cases in 2020. The Supreme
Court had endorsed capital
punishment in all these cases.

The Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita 2023 (BNS) that has
replaced the Indian Penal
Code provides forlife impris-

onment or death penalty in

case of rape of girls below
the age of 18 years. All gan-
grape cases are punishable
with imprisonment up to 20
years or life imprisonment.
While talking about tak-
ing pride in the history be-
hind the freedom struggle,
the PM highlighted that it is
important to note that the
govt has replaced the crimi-
nallaws—the IPC, CrPC and
the Indian Evidence Act that
had their roots in the pre-
Independence British era
with three new laws over-
hauling the criminal justice
system. He said that the new
laws are not just about puni-
tive measures but strength-
en the resolve for ensuring

Justicefor the common man.
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‘Anti-ratt iy
to intensify, i
create fear
minds of coppypy

TIMES News Neryop,

New Delhi: If there
doubts afterthe Jum:;}gﬁ o
dict—whichsaw NDA takjnc
y ga
hit —reganding the pace o the
anti-corruption drive by cen.
tral agencies, PM Modi cleared
speech, _declaz-ing a full-scale
war against the corrupt. With-
out naming any opposition
party, he said there have been
attempts by some to glorify
the “termite of corruption”.
He pledged to instillfear in
the minds of the corrupt “so
the tradition of looting the
common citizen comes to an
end”, while hinting at his
commitment to give a free
hand to anti-corruption agen-
cies that had not shied away
from ‘arresting two sitting
CMs of opposition-governed
states in his previous term.
“Tknow this battle comesat
a price; it costs me my reputa-
tion. But no reputation can be
more important than the na-
tion... my fight against corrup-
tion will continue with com-
plete sincerity and at a fast
pace, and action will be taken
against the corrupt,” he said,
making itclear that thepaceof
i drive is only go-
the anti-graft
ing to increase, belying conjec:
fures in some quarters ﬂlatm?
minority BJP govt may
risk actions against m
tion at highplaces, partl
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