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‘Draft note’ On Sukhoi upgrade roject
all set to head forpi.jag paner |=od
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Jets ore Let al o . oirrently has260Suk- - Sukhois wig onger-range

hois, the hulk of them licens. weapons like Astra.3 air-ig.

ed prodiced by HAL for over air missiles, with a beyond vi-

TO COSt ?63 K Cr $12billion from Russia, which sual range of 350-km, While
constitute the hackbone of its TAF is currently inducting

Rajat mh@ﬂmesoﬂndia.mm combat flaet, Another 12 new Astra-l  missiles (100-km),
Sukhois along with associat- DRDO js developing Astra-2

New Delhi: India has Now put ed equipment are now being (160-km) arid Astra-3(withsol-
finishing touches on themega ordered for around Rs 11,500  id fie] ducted ramjet propul-

indigenous plan to make its Crore to replace the pneg that sion)variants,
existing Russian-origin sy MR Crashedover the years, ~Apart from the fly-by-wire
hoi-30MKI fighter jets much : : — ) 'Inanotherls.years,!ndla system, all other electronics in
more lethal with advance. . Pgrade s critical sinca |AF s currently grappling with just  Will have its own 5th-Gen the upgraded Sukhois will be
dars, avionics, longer-range 30 fiahter squadrons (1¢.1g Jets in each) when its ‘authorised strength  fighter AMCA (advanced ma. Indigenous. This will include
weapons . and multi-sensor iS 42 to deter both China and Pakistan dium‘ combat aircraft) with aj three mission computers
fusion to ensure they are ca. hois will be close 1 L o : futuristic ehnologies. with better algorithms. Over-
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er30years. Ty capahlht‘les eXcept  for when its  “authorised” tranche of Sukhois {0 be up- DRDO and eight by the private
The defence ministry has stealth. “They wi]] also have strength is 42 1o deter both gradeq after theﬁtst&«ijets," sector,” thesource said.
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PM—lqd cabinet Committee on cert with advanced autono-  hois will be upgraded by Hin- Ject will include equipping ﬁadtomytheatr«wm
security (CCS) for the upgrade mous drones using AT and da- dustan Aeronautics (HAL) in Sukhois with indigenous ‘Vi- precision-strike BrahMos su-
of thefirst lot of 84 Sukhoijets ta links) to boost mission ef: aroundlsyears.After‘theCCS rupaksha’advancede] - Personic cruise missiles, The
at an overall cost gf around fectiveness. IAF aims to fly sanction, it will take Seven ically scanned array (AESA) BrahMos range has already
Rs63,000 crore, which includes these Sukhois til] 2055,” a  years for development work radars, which will increase been extended from 299 to 450-

the design ang development source said. ! and flight-testing, Which will - thé-detection-rangel:_ry “L5to km, and will go up further
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Airbus shortlists 8 sites for H125 helicopter final assembly line in India

MARIGNANE {Franee), July I|
[Lgsl]

EXROPEAN major Airhushas
shorlisted elghtsitesin lidia
for setting up its finad assem-
by lime fisr HI25 helicoprers
and the ground -break ingger-
emony for the Facilit®
Esq:et_ied later this year.

The faciliy, which will be
the fourth Final Assermbly Line
(BAL} for the single engine
HI25, will initially produce
up o 10 helleopiers annual-
ly and the capacity will be
eamped up dependingon the
markel demand, Alrbus offi-
clals said,

“Inchia 15 the market of the
future for helicopters... Ai
present, the market |5
extremely embrenic, itisvery
small compared to what the
potentlal could be,” (livier
Mickalon, Executive Viee
President Global Business of
Airbus Helicopters, said,

The ground breaking cere-

many for the FAL Is expected
in October or November this
year and the facility will be
operational in 2026 and the
deliveryisanticipated tostarl
towards the end of 2026,
"We have identified eight
sites which we are currently
assessing, We are sl in the
-]DSJ assessmen| siam

anpounce It shorty.

“We want o be attractive
anid in an ecosysiem that is
st sudted forindusodal activ-
ities logistics, emplovess and
ol ocourse,  regulations,”
Wichalon said ara briefingat
Mardgnane earlier this week,

Maripnane is the head-
quariersod Airhus Helicoplers.

For Alrbus, HE25 i the
must-seld helicopterin India
as well as the South Asia
regian,

Airbus has projecied the
dermand for H125 hidicoplers
in Tndia and neighbouring
cotifriesat 500 over the next

20 yerars.

“We are targeting 10 heli-
coplers per year and as the
demand picksupwe can ramp

up"  Head wof Airbus
Helieoptersinlndlaand South

Asia Sunny Cuighani said at the
lieling.

Michabon stressed that 10
might net soundlike alotand
it eould be 20, 30, or 50 in
soime years, depending on the

markel demand.

“We manufacture, sell and
support helicopters. Also, we
manufaciure, sell and sup-
port solutions, This is whai
wecan provide. Makelnbndla

solutions," he said,

Highlighting the success
storyofits narrow-body A320
aircrafi, Michalonsald, "H125
Is our AL20°, H125 can canry
up o six people.

Abrhus is alsnsettingup the
FAL for the C295 alrerafl in
Vadodara, Gujaral.

There are around 350 civil
amid parapublic heficogters in
India and South Asia (India,
MNepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh,
Sri Tanka and Maldives), O
of them, less than 250 hell
coptersare in serviceinlndia,
5 per Airhus.

TriTrwchia, there aseaboug 100
Adrbas heticopters, with the
mujority of them being H125
and | 30s. Therearemoreihan
7200 H125 hdlmu ters fving
awrotmel the werld

*The FAL in 1m‘|is will nog
only make us competitve in
terms of lead time, delivery
time, it will also hel
address the growth of the
Indlan market and possihly

thedemand fromnedghlour -
g mations.

“This is an imporiani,
siralegic decision and it will
brave an bmpact on our glob
al foutpring,” Michalon said.

A bagic model of g HE2S
helieopter could eost around
3.2 million euros, according
iy 3 company official.

In India, helfcopters are
wsed for Loarisee, phlgrimage,
medicil services as well as by
the energy sector and private
centitles,

ncesetupindndia, the FAL
for HI25 helicopters will
undertake the miegation of
e mjor comp onentassen -
blies, avionics and mission
sysiems, insiallaiion of elec-
tricait harnesses, hydrauliccir
cuity, fight controls, dyram-
eomponents, fuel sysiem
and the engine,

Besides, the FAL will dotest-
g, qualification, and dely-
ery of the HI2S o custinmers
i Indiz and the region,




Elderly population in India
expected to double by

2050: UNFPA India c*ef

H By Uzmi Athar
NEW DELHI, July 21 (PTI)

INDIA'S elderly population is
expected to double by 2050,
UNFPA India chief Andrea
Wojnar said, stressing that
moreinvestment in healthcare,
housingand pensionsisneed-
ed, especiallyforolder women
who are “more likely to live
alone and face poverty”.

In an interview with PTI giv-
en days after the World
Population Day on July 11,
Resident Representative for
UNFPA India,Wojnar, outlined
key population trends that
India s prioritising to acceler-
ate sustainable development.

These trends include the
youthful population, ageing
population, urbanisation,
migration, and climate
resilience, each presenting
unique challenges and oppor-
tunities for the nation.

She said as the number of
individuals, aged 60 and above,
is projected to double to 346
million by 2050, thereisa press-
ing need for increased invest-
ment in healthcare, housing
and pension schemes.

“..Especially for older
women who are more likely to
live alone and face poverty,”
she said.

India boasts a substantial
youthful population, with 252
million people aged between
10 and 19 years, the UNFPA
India head said.

She highlighted that invest-
ing in health, education, job

yfing, and job creation,
flongside promoting gender
equality, canunlock the poten-
tial of this demographic, driv-
ing the nation toward sustain-
able progress.

“With India projected to be
50 per cent urban by 2050,
building smart cities, strong
infrastructure, and affordable
housing is crucial to manage
slum growth, air pollution, and

environmentalissues,” Wojnar
said.

“Urban plans should also
consider women'’s needs for
safety and security,and access
to health care and education
and jobs to promote gender
equality and improve overall
quality of life,” she said.

She also noted that manag-
inginternal and external migra-
tion requires meticulous plan-
ning, skills development, and
economic opportunity distri-
bution.




“Approx 1lakh Agniveers enrolled in A
already posted in units”: AG Lt G

NEW DELHI, July 21 (ANI)

INDIAN Army’s Adjutant
General Lt Gen C B Ponnap
on Sunday said that that one
lakh Agniveers have been
enrolled in the force till now
and around 70,000 of them
have been posted to the units.

General Ponappa also men-
tioned that in the year 2024-
25, around 50,000 vacancies
have been released and the
recruitment process is ongo-
ing. “Since June 2022, the
scheme was launched and then
we had the first batch that was
recruiled and enrolled, in
December2022-January 2023.
Approximately, 1 lakh
Agniveers have been enrolled
in the Army. This also includes
around 200 women, approxi-
mately 70,000 have already
been dispatched to the units

ound 50,000 vacancies
havebeenreleased, in thisyear
2024-25. The recruitment
process is ongoing. They are
undertaking all the actions-
operational and other profes-
sional duties just like any oth-
er Sepoys Or Sepoys recruits on
the ground. They are com-
pletely integrated and assimi-
lated into the units. They wear
the same uniformandperform
the same duty,” General
Channira Bansi Ponnappa
added. Earlier, in a significant
move aimed at empowering
Ex-Agniveers, the Central
Industrial Security Force (CISF)
and Border Security Force (BSF)
announced special recruit-
ment benefits for them.

~70,000
Ponappa

CISF Director General,
Neena Singh stated that the
CISF has made all arrange-
mentsto recruit Ex-Agniveers.

“CISF has made all arrange-
ments to recruit Ex-Agniveers.
Ten percent of constable posts
have been reserved for them
and theywillalso be givenrelax-
ationin the Physical Efficiency
Test,” CISF Director General,
NeenaSinghsaid." Thereisalso
relaxationin age, thereisa five-
year relaxation in age for the
first batch and three years of
age relaxation afterward.
Recruitment of Ex-Agniveers
will benefit CISF as it will get
the capable, dedicatedand dis-
ciplined workforce, which will
further enhance the efficiency
of its operations, while Ex-
Agniveers will also get an
opportunity to serve in CISE”
Neena Singh said.



Pakistan faces severe e

ISLAMABAD, July 21 (ANI)

gy crisis

PAKISTAN is stru a severe energy Crisis as energy
demand continues to rise while the supply of conventional
energy sources remains insufficient, and as the gap between
energy supply and demand widens, the nation faces surg-
ing power costs and increased reliance on imports, accord-
ing to Geo News. Notably, in October 2023, Pakistan had an
energy deficit of 6,000 megawatts, incurring an import bill
of USD 7 billion. According to the National Electric Power
Regulatory Authority’s (Nepra) 2022 annual report, Pakistan’s
installedgenerationcapacityaddsupto43,775 MW, of which
merely 7% comes from renewable energy sources, accord-
ing to Geo News. Addressing this crisis demands strategic
investments in renewable energy infrastructure and com-
prehensive policy reforms to secure a sustainable energy
supply for the country’s future.

The roots of Pakistan’s energy crisis date back to the 1970s
when the country avoided a major energy crisis by launch-
ing the Mangla and Tarbela dams. These projects were ini-
tiated during a brief period of robust hydro-driven energy
generation, which met the nation’s demands at the time.




China, Philippines reach deal in effort to

stop clashes at fiercely

MANILA, July 21 (AP)

CHINA and the Philipgines
reached a deal they hope ™
endconfrontationsat the most
fiercely disputed shoal in the
South China Sea, two
Philippine officials said on
Sunday. The Philippinesoccu-
pies Second Thomas Shoal but
China also claims it, and
increasingly hostile clashes at
sea have sparked fears of larg-
er conflicts that could involve
the United States.

Thecrucial deal was reached
on Sunday, after a series of

meelings between Philippine
and Chinese diplomats in
Manila and exchangesofdiplo-
matic notes that aimed to
establish a mutually accept-
able arrangement at the shoal
without concedingeitherside’s

territorial claims. The
Philippine officials, who have
knowledge of the negotiations,
confirmed the deal to The

sputed shoal

Associated Press on condition
of anonymity ahead of a pub-
lic announcement.

China hasdisputes with sev-
eral governmentsoverlandand
sea borders, many of them in
the South China Sea, and the
rare deal with the Philippines
could spark hope that similar
arrangements could be forged
byBeijingwith otherrival coun-
tries to avoid clashes while
thorny territorial issuesremain
unresolved. It remains to be
seen, however, if the deal could
be implemented successfully
and how long it will last.



Joe Biden quits US Pr

Offers his “full support and
endorsement” to

V-P Kamala Harris as t
nominee for Democrats

N By Lalit K Jha
WASHINGTON, July 21 (PTL)

EMBATTLED US President Joe Biden on
Sundayannounced that hewillend his can-
didacy for re-election in 2024, saying “it is
in the best interest of my party and the
country”. Biden offered his “full support
and endorsement” to KamalaHarrisas the
nominee for Democrats.

Biden's decision followsweeks of intense
pressure from fellow Democrats after his
disastrous presidential debate perform-
ance against his Republican rival and for-

ntial race

mer US President Donald Trump last
month.

The 81-year-old President’s decision
comes [our months before Americans go
to the polls on November 5.

In a letter posted Lo his social media
account, Biden, currently isolating at his
home in Delaware because of COVID, said
it had been the greatest honour of his life
to serve as President.

“And while it has been my intention to
seek reelection, I believe it is in the best
interest of my party and the country for
me lo stand down and to focus solely on
fulfilling the duties as President for the
remainder of my term”.

Biden said in his statement he would
address thenation on the matter next week.

President Biden thanked his Vice
President Kamala Harris, saying she was
an“extraordinary partner”, “Ithas been the
greatest honour of my life to serve as your
President,” he wrote.



BANGLADESH SC REDUCES

Earlier, 30%
of Government
jobs were reserved
for relatives of
veterans who fought
in Bangladesh’s war
of independence
in 1971

DHAKA, July 21 (AP)

BANGLADESH'’S top court on
Sunday scaled back a contro-
versial quota system for
Governmentjob applicants, in
a partial victory for student
protestersalterdaysofnation-
wide unrest and deadly clash-
esbetweenpoliceanddemon-
strators that have killed scores
of people.

Students, frustrated by short-
ages of good jobs, have been
demanding an end to a quota
that reserved 30% of
Government jobs for relatives
of veterans who fought in
Bangladesh’s war of inde-
pendence in 1971. The

Veterans’ job quota to 5%;

Students clash with police
during a protest over the
quota system in public
service in Dhaka.

| | I 0

(AP/PTI)

Government previously halt-
ed it in 2018 following mass
student protests, but in June,
Bangladesh’s High Court rein-
stated the quotas and set off a

new round of protests.
Ruling on an appeal, the
Supreme Court ordered that
the veterans’ quota be cut to
(Contd on page 5)

“‘Shoot-on-sight’
imposed in Desh

DHAKA, July 21 (IANS)

THE Bangladesh
Government has imposed
a curfew and a shoot-on-
sight order after students-
led anti-quota protests
claimed 133 lives. The
Bangladeshi Supreme Court

(Contd on page 5)







