


US finalising Gazatruce
deal) trOOp
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TiMES News NeTwork

asefire deal in
involves with Ga thgft
‘I‘s:raeh_ and Hamas forces™ax
Interim governance” arran-
gement during which security
would be provided by a US-tra-
ined force of Arabs who sup-
portthe Palestinian Authority;
release of Israeli hostages anci
asurge in humanitarianaid to
cm.hqns, as per a columnist in
Washington Post.

. The column, by foreign af-
fairsspecialist David Ignatius,
quotes an unnamed senior US
official as saying that “the
framework isagreed” and that
the parties were now “negotia-
ting details of how it will be
implemented.” To forge the
deal, US Middle East adviser
Brett McGurk and CIA direc-
tor William J Burns have been
shuttling among regional ca-
pitals since Nov, it said.

Theplan istobeimplemen-
ted in three stages, Ignatius
wrote, quoting officials. “First
would be a six-week ceasefire,
during which Hamas would
release 33 Israeli hostages, in-
cluding all female prisoners,
all men over 50 and all who are
wounded. Israel would release
hundreds of Palestinians
from its prisons and withdraw
its troops from densely popula-
ted areas toward the eastern
border of Gaza. Humanitari-
an aid would flow in, hospitals
would be repaired, and crews

’”I“he USis working on a ce-

¥ would begin clearingrubble.”

The second phase would

begin with an interim gover-

i mance plan in which neither

‘Hamas nor Israel would rule

: Gaza, Ignatius wrote. Security

seant
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Residents walk through

bble in Gaza City after Israel army’s with

drawal

Army failed to protect Israelis on Oct 7, finds

1st military report;

probe PM role, says def min

a sraeli military published Thursday findings of a first probe into its
own security failings during the Oct7 Hamas attack, acknowled-

ging it hadn’t protected citizens 0

fone of the worst hit communi-

ties, Kibbutz Be’eri. The probe examined the chain of events, fight-
ingand security forces’ conduct. It, however, did not find faultin
tank fire toward a house where militants were holding 15 hostages,
anincident that has drawn criticism. “The team found thatthe
civilians inside were not hurt by the tank shells,” itsaid.

Israeli defence minister Yoav Gallant, meanwhile, called fora

state inquiry into the failings. He

said the probe should investigate

Gallant himself and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.
Netanyahu has dismissed past calls to form a state inquiry. REUTERS

would be provided by a “force
trained by the US and backed
by moderate Arab allies,
drawn from a core group of
about 2,500 supporters of the
Palestinian Authority in Gaza
who have already been vetted
byIsrael”. AsperaUS official,
Ignatius wrote, Hamas had
told mediators it was “prepa-
red to relinquish authority to
the interim governance ar-
rangement”. The third phase
would involve a “multi-year
reconstruction plan” 'along
thelines of aUNresolution.
Ignatius said the deal, if it
goes through, would bea ring-
ingvalidation of US President

e

Biden’s “patient diplomacy”,
balancing America’s role as
peacemaker in the region
with strong military support
for Israel. “It would also create
a potential valedictory mo-
ment for the president, affor-
ding him a chanceto step back
honourably from his quest for
asecond term or, conversely; to
double down,” he wrote.

The columnist, however,
added that US officials were
treading with caution becau-
se, “although the framework
is in place, a final pact pro-
bably'isn’timminent, and the
details are complex and will
take time to work through”.
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For first time, Nato calls Chi
enabler’ of Russia’s W

pemands Beijing
& Threatens That

viewing China as a distant th-
reat, Nato on Wednesday accu-
sed Beijing of becoming “a de-
cisive enabler of Russia’s war
against Ukraine,” and deman-
ded that it halt shipments of
“weapons components” and
other technology critical to the
rebuilding of the Russian mili-
tary The statement is contain-
ed in a declaration approved by
the 321leaders of thealliance.

1t is & major departure for
Nato, which until 2019 never of-
ficially mentioned China as a
concern. Now, for the first time,
thealliance has joined in Wash-
ington’s denunciations of Chi-
na’s military support for Rus-
sia. But the declaration conta-
ins an implicit threat that Chi-

na’s growing support for Rus-

sia will come ata cost.

China “cannot enable the
largest war in Europe in recent
history without this negatively
impacting its interests and re-
putation,” the declaration said,
‘particularly calling out “its lar-
gescalesupportfor Russia’s de-
fenceindustrialbase.”

~ Even a year ago, European
leaders were hesitant to challe-
nge Beijing, especially nations
asacriticalmarket for high-end

hip without limits” signed by
Russia Prez Putin and Chinese

\ PrezXi But 29 monthsafer the

Halt Shipments Of )
support For Moscow W

Washington: After decades of &

invasion of Ukraine, that view
has changed. While China has

‘Weapons Co

= 2 A ..
Biden told Ukraine Prez Zelensky on Thursday that he would be announcing

a new security package for Kylv. ‘We will stay with you, period,’ he told
Zelensky ahead of a bilateral meeting amid the Nato summit in Washington

China tells Nato not to create chaos in Asia,
reiec,tslabelof‘enabler’oﬂlkrainewar

hina accused Nato on Thursday of seeking security at the expense

 of others and told the alliance not to bring the same *“chaos” to
Asia. “Nato hyping up China's responsibility on the Ukraine issue is
unreasonable and has sinister motives,” foreign ministry spokesp-
erson Lin Jian said ata daily briefing. He maintained that Chinahasa
fair and objective stance on the Ukraine issue. Lin said that China's
trade with Russia s legitimate and reasonable and based on World
Trade Organization rules. China has also expressed concern about
Nato's budding relationships with countries in the region. Australia,
New Zealand, Japan and South Korea sent their leaders or deputies to
the Nato summit this week. “Chinaurges Nato to ... stop interferingin
China'sinternal politics and smearing China’s image and not create
after creating turmoil in Europe,” Lin said. ap

chaos in the Asia-Pacific

was provided to Nato countries
by the Biden administration,
in an effort to win over skeptics
who argued that China was not
a centralplayerinthe war That
succeeded, but only after the
us published the names, in &
freasury department econo-
mic sanctions order, of Chine-
se front companies and manu-
facturers that were funneling

heeded warnings not to supply
Russia with full weapons sy-.
stems, it has done everything |
short of that, providing compu-
ter chips, advanced software
and the components needed for
Russia to rebuild a defence in-
dustrial base that churned out

faultyapddutdatﬂ.@#pml . ‘mt‘g; the technology to Russia. NvT
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Chidanand Rajghatta | Tnn

Washington: Amid publicly

expressed concerns from the
state department over PM

Narendra Modi's meetings
with Russia’s Prez Putin, Pen-

tagon on Wednesday said the

US “will continue to view In-
diaasastrategic partner.. will
continue to have a robust dia-
logue with them”, while ho-
ping New Delhi will play arole
in persuading Moscow to end
itswaron Ukraine, Pentagon’s
remarkscomeevenas Natoap-
pearstoseetheemergenceof a
Russia-China axis.

_ “India and Russia have had
arelationship for a very long ti-
me. From a US perspective, In-
dia is a strategic partner with
whom we continue to engage in
full and frank dialogue to inclu-
de their relationship with Rus-
sia,” Pentagon press secretary
Major General Pat Ryder told
reporters, in the backdrop of
the Nato summit in Washin-
gton, where the alliance called
China a “decisive enabler” of

- Russia in its war on Ukraine.

Amid critical commentary
inthe US media that Modi’s trip
to Moscow showed Putin was
notasisolated as claimed by the
Biden administration, Ryder
suggested the Russian prez
may be trying to represent the
visit in such a manner but “the
factof thematterisPrezPutin’s
war of choice has isolated Rus-

sia from the rest of the world,

yr _%

“Washington hopes Delhi wil] g
persuade Moscow to end war

and it has come at ot
He pointed out m%mﬁa
recently with Ukraine's pre; :
Zelensky and offered his asery.
rances that India will continge
to do everything within fts me.
ans to support a peaceful soliy. -
tio:‘gtothewar."lmmm
India will support efforts torea. :
llseanm[im'ingammm :: |
for Ukraine and will convey to :
Mr Putin the importance of ad- :
heringtotheUNcharterandthe :
principles of sovereignty and :
territorial integrity”headded. :
The Biden administration’s
(and Nato's) view of Russiaand :
its invasion of Ukraine isund- :
ercut by the fact that ex-prez :
Trump takes a more benign vi- :
the US “deep state” is unnecess- :
arily stoking wars, in part by :
extending Nato to Russia’s bor- :
ders. The possibility of Trump’s :
return to the White House has !
sing apprehension about the fu-
ture of Nato. Trump has been
dismissive about Nato, and on
Wednesday he was denigrating
it “T didn’t know what the hell
Nato was too much before,” he
saidatarally. “Butitdidn't take
melong tofigure it out. The first
thing I figured out was they we-
re not paying. We were paying
almost fully for Nato. And I said
that'sunfair" He then went in to
gl:@htgﬁgmasmmm
. would not protect
itfrom Russia if itdid not payits

AP P . S o

shareof thealliance funding.
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Army hands over camp
where Dalai Lama_

Sonitpur dlStI’lCt where
the14th Dalai Lamarested
during his escape from Ti-
bet to India on March 31,
1959, has been transferred
from Indian Army to As-
sam forest department.

" This collaborative ef-

fort aims to conserve and
safeguard the natural en-
vironment surrounding
the camp, a sprawl of 102
acresand partof SonaiRu-
paiWildlife Sanctuary.
The sanctuary, a pris-
tine habitat for various
wildlife species, has been
facing challenges due to

g areas

” over the camp to the forest

department. The dept
plans to relocate a forest
battalion to the camp to
protect elephants and oth-
er wildlife inthe sanctuary.

The Army responded
swiftly to the request and
provisionally handed over
the land and assets while :
awaiting approval from the :
defence ministry. This tem-
porary measure allows for-
est guards to be stationed at
the camp to protect wildlife.

Established by the Indi- :
an Armyinl1967andnamed :
in honour of thel4th Dalal :
L.ama, the camp has been

~used by the Army for
" more than half a century.

oachment in  OnJuly10, the administra-

P

tive commandant of Mis-

‘'samari military station of-

ﬂnially handed over the :
amp to the field director :

hand Of Nameri Tiger Reserve.
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BIMSTEC nations talk
connectivity, tr

EAM Calls For Infusin

ibnelgn ministers’ retreat on Thurs-
day with external affairs minister S
Jaishankar urging his counterparts
to harbour higher aspirations and
send out a message that they are de-
termined to infuse new energies, new
resources and a new commit- g
ment into cooperation among
the Bay of Bengal nations.

The Bay of Bengal Initia-
tive for Multi-sectoral Techni-
cal and Economic Cooperation
(BIMSTEC) brings together
seven countries of South and South-
East Asia for multi-faceted coopera-
tion. The BIMSTEC Charter had
come intoeffect from May 20 this year.

Addressing the retreat, Jaishan-
kar said global and regional develop-
ments also made it imperative that
the member-states find more solu-
tions amongst ourselves.

“There are long-standing goals
such as capacity-building and eco-
nomic cooperation that have ac-
quired a newurgency Andnotleast,a
grouping that is so complementary
and so congenial in its membership
should surely harbour higher aspira-

Energies

lons. Our hope is that these would be
expressed as shared and ambitious
BIMSTEC vision,” he said.

Since it blocked the SAARC sum-
mit process in 2016 because of Pakis-
tan’s support to cross-border terror-
ism, India has increasingly focused
on BIMSTEC to intensify coopera-
tion with its neighbourhood.

“Each of these endeavours
isbeingpurposed with a specif-
ic focus on the Bay of Bengal,
where collaborative potential
has long remained under-real-
ized. Our challenge is to
change that for the better, and
to do so rapidly. The retreat is meant
to exchange ideas openly, candidly
and fruitfully. Our message should be
clear — that we are all determined to
infuse new energies, new resources
and a new commitment into coopera-
tion among the Bay of Bengal na-
tions,” said Jaishankar.

The discussions were focused on
connectivity, institutional building,
cooperation in trade and business, col-
laboration in health and space, digital
public infrastructure, capacity build-
ing and societal exchanges, as well as
weighing on the merits of new mecha-
nisms, according to the minister.
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After PM’s Russia tri
don’t take our ties for ¢

Times News NeTwork

o
hile India’s strate-
gic autonomy was
said to have been

P, US says

onflict: Envoy

Russia not a good
bet, warns Sullivan

semmninane

Ly

S NSA Jake Sullivan on
exemplified by PM Narendra Thursday said, “We’ve
Modi’s visit to Russia, US am- made clearto every country,
bassador to India Eric Gar- including India, thata beton
cetti has warned against tak- Russiaas a long-term, reliable
ing the India-US relationship partneris notagood bet.”
for granted, sayingthereisno Moscow would side with
such thingasstrategicauton- Beijing over New Delhi in case
omy in times of conflict. of a conflict between the two

 Garcetti's remarks fol- Asian giants, he added. Buthe
lowed repeated comments by acknowledged that countries
the State Department, even like India have a historic
while Modi was in Moscow, relationship with Russiaand
expressingconcernsaboutIn- it's not going to change
»Related report, P 20 THE HUG THAT SPARKED AN OUTRAGE dramatically overnight. en
dia’s ties with Russia. “It’s important for us as = shipahead,” added Garcetti. day by publicly telling Putin
Speaking at a conference  AmericansandasIndiansto ~ Modi’s hug of president he found killing of children
a day after Modi's visit to remember the more we put Vladimir Putin on Monday, heartbreaking and that the
Russia and Austria conclud- into this relationship, the around the time Russia was Ukraine conflict was not go-
ed, Garcettisaid he knew In-  more we will get out. The allegedtohavebombedachil- ing to be resolved on the bat-
a and he respected that In-  more we insist on a kind of  dren’s hospital in Kyiv, had tlefield. However, what made
a likes cynical calculation in the = sparked outrage in the West. Modi’s 2-day engagement
place of a trusted relation- While the US expressed con- worse for some of the West- :
ship, theless we willget...As cern saying it would closely ern countries was that it :
I also remind my Indian followwhat Modiwasgoingto came closeon the heelsof In- :
friends, whileitiswiderand tell Putin in his public re- dia’s refusal to endorse a :
it is deeper than it's ever marks, Ukraine president Ze- joint declaration at the Swit- |
been, it is not yet deep lenskylaunched anattackon zerland peace summit which :
enough... that if we take it PM saying his embrace of “a  said Ukraine’s territorial in- :

1e ambassad

ke Al

! %ﬁi?}}%’:uu- e L T Y N R Ty

for granted from the Indian
side towards America... I'll

fight a lot of defence battles

trying to help this relation-

Sessssnsnenaine sevaus .

bloody criminal” was a devas-

tating blow to peace efforts.
Modi did seek to address

theanger in the West thenext

tegrity must form the basis
for any peace process. India

has held thatany peaceeffort :

must involve both sides.
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