


""1ng§an warships

Philippines o

|

Comes Amid

Manila Tensions—

With Beijing

New Delhi: Amid heightened
tensions between an aggres-
sive China and the Philip-
pines, three Indian warships
have now reached Manila as
part of the ongoing long-
range deployment to the
South China Sea to strength-
en maritime partnerships
with friendly countries.

Guided-missile de-
stroyer INS Delhi, fleet tank-
er INS Shakti and anti-sub-
marine warfarecorvette INS
Kiltan, under the command
of Eastern Fleet chief Rear
Admiral Rajesh Dhankhar,
docked at Manila on Sunday
after similar goodwill visits
to Singapore, Malaysia and
Vietnam in the region.

The visit comes soon after
India began deliveries of
three anti-ship coastal batter-
iesof the 290-km BrahMos su-
personic cruise missiles to
the Philippines last month,
under the $375 million con-
fract in.Jan 2022, which New
tp“-’lhl hopes will pave the way
Or more such deals wi
ASEAN countries, %

~ "India ‘and the Philip-
Pmes share common inter-
et particularly in main.
taining peace and order in
:he !ndo-ﬁ’aciﬁc region. The
W0 navies ghare strong

Indian nval ship INS Delhi in Manila

bonds of friendship, and
both have endeavored to par-
ticipate in maritime part-
nership exercises at every
available opportunity,” said
Rear Admiral Dhankhar.
Personnel from the two
navies will take part in an ex-
ercise as well as engage in a
wide range of professional
interactions, including sub-
ject matter expert exchange,
cross-deck visits, cultural
visits, and collaborative
community outreach pro-
grammes, during the visit.
“We are visiting friendly for-
eign countries to share our
experiences and best prac-
ticeswith theirnavies,” Rear
Admiral Dhankhar said.
The deployment to the
South China Sea, where Chi-

naislockedinterritorialdis-

putes with its neighbpurs, is

~also taking place when the

Indian Navy is closely monj-

toring expandingoperations
of Chinese satellite and mis-
sile tracking ships in the In-
dian Ocean Region. Such
dual-use ships map ocean-
ographic and other data use-
ful for navigation and-sub-
marine operations of the
Chinese Navy.

India has been steadily
upgrading defence ties with
ASEAN countries like Sin-
gapore, Vietnam, Indonesia
and the Philippines through
regular joint exercises, mili-
tary exchanges and training
programmes. ,

Towardsthisend, thefirst-
ever ASEAN-India maritime
exercise (A]N[E) was also con-
ducted in May last year. Wgr-
ships from India, the Philip-
pines, Indonesia, Singapore,
Malaysia, Thailand, Brunei
and Vietnam had then con-
ducted joint drills in the

sasnsdasnnn

.
-
*
.

R R Ly

South China Sed. -

f’\

P









S —

BaItlmore brldge collapse

Monday.

container ship involved in

go ship Dali in Baltimore on
(AP/PTI)
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the collapse of
Baltimore’s Francis Scott Key
Bridge was refloated on
Monday and has begun slow-
ly moving back to port.

TheDalihasremainedatthe
collapse site since it lost pow-
er and crashed into one of the
bridge’s supporting columns
on March 26, killing six con-
structionworkersandsnarling
trafficintoBaltimore Harbour.

The ship appeared to start
moving shortly after 6 am as
crews started to maneuver it
out of the wreckage. It started
andstoppedalewtimesbefore
slowly backing away from the
collapse site.

Officials said it would move
atabout 1 mph on the rough-
ly 2.5-mile (4-km) trip, a frac-
tion of the speed it was travel-
ling when it lost power and
crashed into the bridge. Pieces
ofthebridge’s steel trusses pro-

truded from its bow, which
remained covered in concrete
from the collapsed roadway.

Officials have said they plan
to unload the ship’s contain-
ers and complete some short-
term repairs while it’s docked
in Baltimore. Monday morn-
ing’shigh tide had beenexpect-
edto bring the best conditions
for crews to refloat and start
moving the ship, according to
a statement from the Key
Bridge Response Unified
Command. Several tugboats
were escorting the Dali on its
path to the marine terminal.
The work is expected to last at
least 21 hours. Crews con-
ducted a controlled demoli-
tion on May 13 to break down
the largest remaining span of
the collapsed bridge.

The Dali experienced four
electrical blackouts within
about 10 hours before leaving
the Port of Baltimore for Sri
Lanka and hitting the bridge,
a preliminary report said.



Agniveers

defenders of 1

BENGALURL!, May 20 (I"TT)

CHIEFof Defence Stafl General
Anil Chauhan on Monday vis-
ited the Maratha Light Infantry
Regimental Centre in Belagavi
1o address the Agniveers, as
they embark on thelr military
journey, an official said.

In his address, he under-
scored the noble purpose of
military service and its pivotal
role within the military frame-
work. Hesaid the Agniveers are
notonly soldiers but alsolead-
ers, innovators and defenders

of the nation’s sovereignty.

Ina statement, the Defence
PRO said, “Addres
evolving nature of warla
underscored the eomplexity
and unpredicability of future
conflicts 1o include cyber war-
fare, Artificial Inelligence and
asymmetric threats which are
nowan integral partofthe bat-
tefield."

The CDS also spoke about
technology integration and
continuous learningand men-
tioned that in addition o stay-
ing abreast with the latest

advancements, there s also a

need 1o showcase innovative

appmuch towards combat.
{hisgratitude for

He assured that despite the
challenges, the Agniveers will
find their journey immense

ling and each step, will

|Iu' commitment made by
Agniveers by choosing the
Armed Forces as a profession
which is a testament to their
exceptional duty towards the
nation

The CDS acknowledged the
personal challenges faced by
the soldiers and their families
and the hardships they endure
while operating inchallenging
environments,

lead to their personal growth
anddeep senseof pride in serv-
ing the nation.

The CDS lauded the
Regimental Centre and the
team of instructors for creat-
ing a conducive environment
for training and ensuring that
best of the training is being
imparted (o the Agniveers

Healsoemphasisedthecrit-
ical role of professional instruc-

ingthe future of the
Armed Forees.

Chauhan alse emphasised
that the quality of training
directly impacts the opera-
tional readiness and urged (o
be honest towards it

The CDS encouraged
Agniveers to continue striving
for excellence, (o uphold the
valuesof integrity and honour,
and to serveas role models for
their peers,



TAIPEL May 24 (AP)

TAIWAN'S new President, Lai
Ching-te, said in his inaugura-
tionspeech on Monday that he
wants peace with China and
wrged 1t to stop its military
threats andintimidationof the
sl f-governed island
that Beijing claims s its own
Lerritory.

“Ihope that China will lace
e rel ity of Talwan's existence.
respect the chioices of the peo-
pleol Taiwan, and in good faith,
choose dialogue over con-
fromtation,” Laisaid afterbeing
sworn into office,

Lai pledged o "neither vield
nor provoke” Beijing and said
he sought pedce [n relations
withChina. Buthe emphasised

theisland democracy is deter-
mined to defend itsell *in the
face of the many threats and
dttempts at inflration om
China."

Lai's party doesn't seek inde-
pendence from China but
maintains that Taiwan is
ilready a sovereign nation,

Lati, 64, takes over from Tsai
Ing-wen, who led TFiiwan
through eight vears of eco-
nomic and social development
despite the COVID-19 pan-
demic and China's escalating
military threats.

lation: Taiwan’s Lai

= Taiwan's new President Lai

Ching-te waves during his

inauguration ceremonies in

Taipei, Taiwan, on Moenday.
LPPTI)

Lai sent a dangerous signal: China

HBy K J M Varma
BEINGTAIPEL May 20 (FTL

CHINA on Monday denounced Talwans new President Lai
Ching-te for his assertion that the self-ruled island is sover-
eign and vowed 10 uphold the staus quo, saying that he has
sent "a dangerous signal” of seeking “Taiwan independence”,

Talwan's sovereignty is a red rag for China as President Xi
Jinping lasbeen consistently maintaining that Talwan will even-
tually be part of China. Much on theexpected lines, China hit
backwithits Forelgn Ministry spokespersonWangWenbincoun-
tering Lai by saying: "Taiwan Independence s a dead end”,
“Regardless of the pretext or the banner under which it is pur-
sued, the push for Taiwan independence i destined 1o fai "
Wang said. Noomaiter how the political situation changes, it
will not change the historical and legal facts that both sides of
the Taiwan Strait belong o one China, and the historical trend
that China will evemtually be reunified, Wang said.




President of Iran
Ehrahim Raisi

Last sean, the helicopter camying Iranian Presidant Ebrahim Raisi
takes off at the lranian border with Azerbafjan in Azer, lran, on

Sunday. The helicopter crashed |ater.

(APIPT)

Rescua teams mambers on Monday camy body of a victim after a

helicopter camying Iranian President Ebrahim Ralsi crashed in

Varzaghan, northwestemn Iran.

[ARIPTI)

B By Jon Gambrall
DUBAI May 20 (AP}

IRANIAN President Ebrahim
Raisi, the country's Foreign
Minister and several other offi-
cials were found dead on
Monday, hours after their hel-
jcopter crashed in a foggy,

maouniainous region of the
country's northwest, State
media reported,

The crash comes as the
Middle Fast remains unsel-
ted by the Tsrael -Hamas war,
during which Raisi, who was
63, under Supreme Leader
Avatollah Al Khamenei

launched an unprecedented
drone-and-missile attack on
Israel just last month.
Phairing Raisi's termin office,
Iran enriched uranium closer
thim ever (o weapons-prde
levels, further escalating ten-
sions with the West as Tehran
also supplied bomb-carrving

drones to Russla for its war in
Ukraine and armed militia
groups across the region,
Meanwhile, Iran has faced
vearsof mass protests against
its Shiite theocracyoverits ail-
ing economy and women’s
rights —making the moment
that much more sensitive for

Tehran and the future of the
country.

Khamenef  hours later
announced Iran's first Vice
President, Mohammad
Muokhber, would serve as the
country's acting President
until elections are held.

fContd on page 5)

[ran President, Foreign Minister Governai others killed in chopper crash

Iran announces
5 days of mourning

TEHRAN, May 20 (AN

FOLLOWING the demise
of Iranfan  President
Ebrahim Raisi in a heli-
copter crash on Sunday
afternoon, country’s
Supreme Leader, Avatollah
Seyved Ali Khamened, has
announced flve days of
nationalmourninginIran,
according to Press TV,

One-day state
mourning in India

NEW DELHI, May 20 {FTI)

A ONE-DAY state mourn-
ingwill be observed across
India on Tuesday as a mark

(Contd on page 51




Nepalese Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal waves to media after winning a vote of confidence in

Parliament in Kathmandu on Monday.

(AP/PTI)

KATHMANDU, May 20 (PTI)

NEPAL Prime Minister Pushpa
Kamal Dahal ‘Prachanda’ on
Monday won a vote of confi-
dencein Parliament, the fourth
within 18 months of taking
office, amidst sloganeering by
the main Opposition Nepali
Congress that abstained from
the voting.

Prachanda, 69, a former
guerrilla leader from the
Communist Party of Nepal
(Maoist Centre) -- the third
largest party in the House of

Representatives (HoR) --
received 157 votes in the 275-
member House of
Representatives.

Intotal, 158 lawmakers took
part in the voting. The main
Opposition Nepali Congress
boycotted the voting process

and chanted slogans against
Deputy Prime Minister and
Home Minister Rabi
Lamichhane, accused of mis-
appropriation of cooperative
funds, leading to the delay in
the session. One HoR member
remained neutral. Speaker Dev
Raj Ghimire announced that
Prachanda had won the floor
test as he got a majority in the
Parliament.

The vote comes days
alter one of the coalition part-
ners, Janata Samajbadi Party
(JSP), withdrew its supportlast
week forhis Governmentwhile
quitting the  coalition
Government.

The Government required at
least 138 votes to win the vote
of trust.

Earlier, the voting had to be
delayed due to obstructions

causedbythe NepaliCongress,
whichhasbeendemandingthe
formation of a Parliamentary
probe committee to investi-
gate Lamichhane’s alleged
involvement in the scam.

Thiswas the fourthtime that
Prachanda sought a vote of
confidenceinthe Houseinless
since he assumed Prime
Ministership in December
2022,

According to constitutional
provisions, a Prime Minister
hastotakeavoteofconfidence
after an ally withdraws sup-
port to the ruling coalition.

Earlier on March 13, Prime
Minister Dahal won his third
consecutive vote of confidence.
Prachanda faced a floor test
after CPN-UML withdrew its
support to the Government fol-
lowing a rift over backing.



9%

NEW DELHI, May 20 (PTD)

OVERSG9 per centvoter turnout was reCore
ed on Monday in 49 constituencies in six
States and two Union territoriesinthefifth
phase of Lok Sabha elections, with
Baramulla in Jammu and Kashmirrecord-
ing its highest-ever voting percentage.

There were sporadic incidents of vio-
lencein West Bengal, besides EVM glitch-
es atsome booths in the State and neigh-
bouring Odisha and complaints of slow
voling in Maharashtra.

West Bengal recorded thehighest polling
percentage at 73.14, while Maharashtra
recorded the lowestat53.51 percent, with
six Lok Sabha constituencies of Mumbai
witnessing voting between 46 per cent o
around 54 per cent per cent,

Thane recorded a turnout of 49.81
per cent, according to the EC’s voler
turnout app.

The EC had on Sunday flagged urban
voter apathy in Mumbai, Thane and

Yoter turn-ou

W Bengal recc

Indian cricket legend Sachin Tendulkar
and his son Arjun Tendulkar show their

fingers marked with indelible ink, in
Mumbai, on Monday. (PTI)

Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde
and his family members show their fingers
marked with indelible ink after voting in

LS polls in Thane, Monday. (PTI)

Lucknow and had urged people to come
out and vote.

Jammu and Kashmir's Baramulla Lok
Sabha Constituency, which was once mil-

itancy-infested, recorded its highest-ever
voter turnout on Monday at 59 per cent,
J&K Chief Electoral Officer P K Pole said.

(Contd on page 5)



