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Pune: The southwest mon-
soon is poised to enter the so-
uth Andaman Sea, certain
areas of southeast Bay of
Bengal and the Nicobar is-

 landsbyMay19, accordingto

thelndia. Meteorologlcal De-
partment (IMD).

IMD director- general
Mrutyunjay Mohapatra told
“Thisaligns with the ne-
~normal onset date for the
n, with Port Blair usual-

.thesouthAndarmISa.
“certain areas of the southeast

Bay of Bengal and Nicobar
islands around May 19

» Normal monsoon advance
date is around May 22

> Slightly earlier onset
over Andamans does not
necessarily mean monsoon
will arrive earlier than
normal over Kerala, where

Favourab-

normal onset date is June 1

ment into the region by May
19.” The normaladvancement
date is around May 22.

p Related report, P 20




MOSCOW, May 13 (AP)

RUSSIAN President Vladimir
Putin on Sunday replaced
Sergei Shoigu as Defence
Minister in a Cabinet shakeup
that comes as he begins his
fifth term in office.

The entire Russian Cabinel
resigned on Tuesday following
Putin’s glittering inauguration
in the Kremlin, and most mem-
bers have been widely expect-
ed to keep their jobs, while
Shoigu’s fate had appeared
uncertain. Putin signed a
decree on Sunday appointing
Shoigu as secretary of Russia's
Security Council, the Kremlin
said. The appointment was
announced shortly after Putin
proposed Andrei Belousov to
becomethe country’s Defence

The announceme
Shoigu's new role ¢

apartment building
y collapsed after what
Russian officials said was
Ukrainian shelling. Ukraine
hasn't commented on theinci-
dent. Belousov'scandidacy will
needtobeapproved by Russia’s
upperhousein Parliament, the
Federation Council. It report-
ed on Sunday that Putin intro-
duced proposals for other
Cabinet positions as well but
Shoigu is the only Minister on
thatlist who isbeing replaced.
Several other new candidates
for federal Ministers were pro-
posed on Saturday by Prime

|ster Shoigu

Minister Mikhail Mishustin,
reappointed by PutinonFriday.

Shoigu’s Deputy, Timur
Ivanoy, wasarrested lastmonth
on bribery charges and was
ordered Lo remain in custody
pending an official investiga-
tion. The arrest of Ivanov was
widelyinterpretedasanattack
on Shoigu and a possible pre-
cursor ofhisdismissal, despite
his close personal ties with
Putin.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov said that Putin had
decided to give the Defence
Minister role to a civilian
because the Ministry should
be “open toinnovationand cut-
ting-edge ideas.”" He also said
the increasing defence budg-
et “must fit into the country’s
wider economy.”



India’s goodwill gesture:

Extend $50 mn b

IN A goodwill gesture, India
has decided to extend vital
budgetary support to the
Maldives with the rollover ofa
USD 50 millionTreasury Bill for
another year at the Maldivian
Government’s special request,
it was announced on Monday.

The State Bank of India has
subscribed for one more year
to the USD 50 million
Government Treasury Bill,
issued by the Ministry of
Finance of Maldives, upon
maturity of the previous sub-
scription, the High
Commission of India said ina

brief statement on Monday.

The IndianGovernment took
thisdecision despite the bilat-
eral ties experiencing turbu-
lencesince Maldives President
Mohamed Muizzu, a pro-China
leader, assumed olffice six
months back. These
GovernmentTreasury Bills are
subscribed by SBI under
Government-to-Government,
a unique arrangement at zero
cost to Maldives. The contin-
uation of subscription hasbeen
made at the special request of
the Government of Maldives to
secure budgetary support from
the Government of India, the
statement said.



Ukrainian forces locked in fierce b

KYIV, May 13 (AP

LTKRAINIAN troops are locked
in intense battles with the
advancing Russianarmyin two
border  areas,  President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said,
while the death toll from a
Russian apartment building
collapse blamed on Ukrainian
shelling rose to 15,

Zelenskyy said “ferce bat-
tles™ are taking place near the
border in eastern and north-
eastern Ukraineas ontgunned
and outnumbered Ukrainian
soldiers iry to push back a sig-
nificant Russian ground offen-
sive,

"Defensive battlesareonga-
ing, fierce battes, onalarge part
ofour borderarea,” Zelenskyy

“Dccupier feeds on i

KYIY, May 13 (ANI)

AMID recent gains made by
the Russian forces in thewar,
Ukrainian President
Volodymiyr Zelenskyy
acknowledged that “flerce
battles” are taking place and
the situation is “extremely
difficult” in some reglons
while affirming that the key
thing is for the country to
remain “resilient” and hold
T8 grovind,

Zelenskyy also warned
against Russian PSYOPs say-
ing that the “oecupler feeds

om fies and the lear that fol-

and fear...”

“Today, the key Issue is, of
course, the frontling and our
counteraction to Russian
operations Throughout the
day, there have been teports
from the Commander-in-

Chief, Inelligence, and
Interior Minister” President
Zelenskyy said,

Hesaidihat "special atten-
tion” Is paid to the Kharkiv
reghon, where he said Russia,
which he referred to as oeo-
pler” s trying 1o gain a
foothold there,

id in his nightly video
address. The Kremlins forces
areaimingtoexploit Ukraindan
weaknesses before a bigbatch
of new military aid for Kyiv
from the US and European
partners arrives on the battle-
field in the coming weeks and
manths, analysts say.

That makes this periodawin-
don of opportunity for Moscow
and one of the most danger-
ous for Kyly in the two-year
war, they say,

Thenew Russian push in the
north-eastern Kharkiv region,
along with the ongoing drive
into the eastern Doneisk
region, come after months
when the about 1,000-kilome-
tre (620-mile) frant line bare-
Iy budged. In the meantime,

hoth sides have used long-
range strikes in what largely
became a war of attrition,

The Kharkiv incursion may
heanattempt locreatea " bulfer
zome” o protect Belporod, an
adjacent Russian border region
hatered by Ukrainian atacks.

Russian emergency services
on Monday finished clearing
the rubble in the region’s cap-
ital eity of Belgorod, where a
section of a residential build-
ing eollapsed following what
authorities saidwas Ukrainian
shelling,

Fifteen bodies were pulled
from the rubble, Belgorod
regional  Gov  Vyacheslav
Gladkoy satd, and 27 other peo-
ple were wounded,

Another three people inthe

amid Russian assault

city of Belgorod were killed by
shelling lateon Sunday, hesaid.

Russian President Viadimir
Putin on Sunday replaced
Sergei Shoigu as Defence
Minister inaCabinet shakeup.
Shoiguwaswidelyseenasakey
figure in Putins decision to
send Russian  troops  into
Ukraine in February 2022,
Russia had expected the oper-
ation to quickly overwhelm
Ukraine's army and for
Ukrainians o broadly welcome
Russian troops.

Zelenskyysaid Rghting in the
Donetsk arvea is “no less
intense” than in Kharkiv. He
said the Kremlin aimed to
“spread our forces thin®” by
opening a second active front
i Khvarkiv.



ISLAMABAD, May 13 (PTI)

THEsituation remained tense
in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
as the total strike against high
prices of wheat flourand inflat-
ed electricity bills and taxes
entered its fourth day on
Monday, forcing the Pakistan
government to allocate Rs 23

billion for immediate release
to the region to quell a sim-
mering unrest.

The disputed region wit-
nessed clashes on Saturday
between the police and activists

of a rights movement, leaving
atleastone police officer dead
and injuring over 100 people,

(Contd on page 5)



India, Iran sign 10-yr

act on Chahahar Port ops

NEW DELHUTEHRAN, May 13 ! =5
(PTI) i

10-vear contract to operate
the strategic Iranian port
of Chabahar that will help
itexpand trade with Central
Asia,

Gulf of Oman - which New
Delhihad proposed to devel- vemen
op way back in 2003 - will
provide Indian goodsagate-
way to reach landlocked
Afghanistan and Central

o L '
A ~rewaoant
i 1

TheChabahar port on the mmerage  OmON e LN

Asia using a road and rail
project called International
North-South  Transport
Corridor, bypassing
Pakistan.
USsanctionsonlIran over
its suspected nuclear pro-
gramme had slowed the

= g Y £z - development of the port.
: o= (T— Thelong-termagreement
s 4 was signed by Indian Ports

: Global Limited (IPGL) and
f 12 KM the Port & Maritime
. Organisation of Iran, an offi-
4 cial statement said.

V& . (Contd on page 5)




NEW DELHL May 13 (PT1)

A VOTER turmow of over 67
per cent was recorded on
Monday in the fourth phase
ofthe Lok Sabha elections cov-
ering W constimenciesspread
over 10 States and Union
Territories, withscattered inci-
dents of violence reporte i
West Benpal and Andhra
Pradesh.

West Bengal, where polling
wis held in eight constituen-
cies, again recorded an
impressive turnout at 7H44
per cent, the highest among
States/UTs in this phase,
closely followed by Andhra
Pradesh (25 seats] a1 78,25 per
cient and Odisha (four seats)
al 73.97 per cent.

Srinagar constituency in

Srinagar
constituency
witnessed
37.98% voting, with

EC stating that it
was the “highest
turnout in
decades”

a N

Security personnel stand guard as people walt in a queue to cast their votes at & polling booth
during the fourth phase of General Elections-2024 in Srinagar, J&K on Monday. PTI)

4th phase

(Top) A family shows their inked-finger in Dewas, MP. (Above)
People wait in quewes to cast their votes in Khunti, J'khand, (PTI)

Jammu and Kashmir wii-
nessed 3798 per cent voting
in the first Lok Sabha election
in the Valley since the scrap-
ping of Article 370, with the
Election Commission stating
that itwas the“highest tumout

in decades”.

Accordingto the ECs voter
wrnout app at midnight, the
overall voting in this phase
was 67.70 per cent,

However, it said that this
wils an “approximate” trend

as data from polling siations
was still being collated.
Among other States, Rihar
{five seais) recorded 57.06
per cent polling, Tharkhand
(four seats) B5.31 per cent,
Maharashira (11 seats) 59.64

per cent, Telangana (17 seats)
G487 per cent and Thar
Fradesh (13) 5205 per cent.
A provisional voter turnout
of 71.72 per cent was recond-
ed in Madhya Pradesh (eight
seats), according to election

officials in Bhopal,

The overall voter turnout
in the first three phases of the
Lok Sabha elections was6i.14
per cent, 66.71 per cent and
65.68 per cent, respectively.

(Contd on page 5)




