Army ‘Backs’ Them Tq Ven!

adakh nomads hold ground |

against Chinese military

4re Deep Into Traditional Grazing Areas

Sanjay.Dutta@timesgroup.com

{ New Delhi: The Indian Ar-
: my’s assertive stand in La-

dakh since the fatal border
clash in 2020 has embold-
ened the nomadic tribes to

i reclaim their traditional

winter grazing grounds,
leading to incidents of argu-
ments with Chinese troops.
Unlike in the past, gra-
ziers are venturing deep into

: their traditional grazing ar-
: easand standing their ground
: when People’s Liberation Ar-
: my troops enter areas inside
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India’s claim line to push
them back. Earlier, it was of-
ten the Army that curtailed
graziers’ movement to avoid
confrontation with PLA.
According to a video of
such an incident that sur-
faced on social media, un-
daunted graziers are seen
resisting PLA soldiers who
came at them accompanied
by light armoured carriers.
The incident s reported
to have taken place on
Jan 2, though TOI could

not independently verifyit. -

The incident has been re-

A file photo of army reinforcement in the border areas of Ladakh

A video surfaced on social media, where undaunted
graziers were seen resisting PLA soldiers who came
at them accompanied bylightannouredcaniets.m

said incident was reported

to have taken place on

Jan 2, though TOI could not independently verify it
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ported from Kagjung, anopen
area stretching into the Chi-
nese territory across the In-
dus as one travels from Dung-
ti towards Demchok in east-

ern Ladakh. Geo-mapping

enthusiasts have claimed

that the Chinese entered one
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km intoIndia’sclaim line.
“No doubt our armed
forces are always with civil-
jans, resolving the grazing is-
sues with PLA. It's all be-
cause of their support that
our nomads could bravely
face PLA,” Councillor Kon-

-------------------------------------------------------------------

chok Stanzin, whorepresents
the Chushul constituency
in the Ladakh Hill Council,
said on microblogging site
X, confirming the incident.
Such incidents have been
reported almost every winter
since the Galwan clashes. Ev-
ery time, it was the graziers
and villagers who pushed
back such interference by
uniformed troops, or as lo-
cals claim, in civvies. Last
year, the Army stepped in
when graziers were a
by PLA in the CNN junction
area around Demchok. A vid-
‘e0 of another such incursion
a couple of years back
showed the villagers and civ-
il authorities rushing to-
wards the intruders with
sticks and pelting stones.
These incidents are fre-
quent in Kagjung and Dum-
chele areas, especially be-
causeof thedifferencein per-

" ception and ‘illogical’ claim

lines drawn through the mid-
dle of grazinglands inthear-
ea. These areas are impor-
tant as they are the only
source of fodder during win-
ter when livestock give birth.
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0% rain deﬁc1t in NW
inJan, nd highest since D01

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Northwest India
recorded just 3.1 mm of rain-

fall (91% less than normal) in
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January, the second lowest
since 1901, whereas the coun-
try as a whole recorded 58%
less than normal rainfall in
themonth, India Meteorolog-
ical Department said on
Wednesday. However, it pre-

dicted the monthly rainfall Wl
over the country as a whole™

during Feb is most likely
to be “above normal”, ex-
tremely crucial for Rabi, and
could bringrelief tofarmers.

On the temperature
front, it predicted that most
of the country arelike-

1y to witness above-normal
‘minimum (warmer than
normalnight) temperatures

.inFebwhllenorﬂlwest, est

 said though

Manah covered inan envelop of snow after fresh snowfall on Wednesday

outlook, IMD director gener-
al Mrutyunjay Mohapatra
“normal to
above normal” rainfall is
likely over most parts of
northwest, northeast and

central India, most parts

of south India is likely to
get “below normal rainfall”.
“Below—normal cold

. :i#ave days are expected over

sof central Indiaduring
'added ThestrongEl

en steadel‘%; and turn to
ENSO-neutral conditions by
theend of the spring season.

Most models indicate a
transition toLa Nina condi-
tions, con31dered favoura-
ble for the,,.‘ ndian south-

_west monsoon, around

July-Sept Mohapatra said.
Fog prevs ed over Indo-

Gangetic plains from Dec 25

to Jan 30 an as one of

‘the longeSt‘ over the

_region in re

teorolog’ista

to fewer

- ances affe
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linked militia in Iraq that

the Pentagon said was lik-
ely responsible for a lethal dro-
ne attack on a US base in Jor-
dan over the weekend announ-
ced on Tuesday that it was su-
spending military operations
in Iraq under pressure from
thelragigovernmentandfrom
Iran. Theannouncement came
shortly after President Biden
said that he had decided howto
respond to theattack in Jordan
on Sunday, though he did not
say what that response would
be. His comment raised fears

I n a surprise move, an Iran-

inlragabouta possibly retalia-

tory US attack on its territory
The militia, Kata’ib Hez-
bollah, or Brigades of the Par-
ty of God, is the largest and
most established of the Iran-
linked groups operating in

[rag. It has spearheaded a ma-

jority of the some 160 attacks
on US military installations in
Iraq and Syria that have occur-
red since Israel began its gro-
undoperationsinGaza.
The US military has about

Ir;dlarmyandaboutgoo in Sy-

Palestmlas flee Khan Youms in Gaza
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US navy shoots down

Houthi-claimed missile
US navy destroyer in the Red
Sea shotdown an anti-ship

cruise missile launched by Yem-
en’s Houthi rebels, the latest att-

ack targeting American forces

patrolling the key maritime
route, officials said Wednesday.
The attack late Tuesday night
targeted the USS Gravely,an -
Arleigh Burke-class guided
missile destroyer, the US milit-
ary’s Central Commandsaidina
statement. “There were no inju-
ries or damage reported,” the
statement said. A Houthi mili-
taryspok_esper_'son claimed the
attack Wednésda’y— moming. AP

Reswtanoe, ‘etwork of Ir?n \

unced they will halt attacks.

The leader of Kata’ib Hez- :
bollah, Abu Hussein al-Hami- :
dawi, said in a statement: “We :
announce the suspension of :
military and security operati- :
ons against the occupation for- :
ces — in order to prevent em- :
barrassment to the Iragi go- :
vernment.” It was the first ti- :
me that the militia had :
publicly declared a suspension :
of operations. The statement :
made clear that Iran had pres- :
sured thegrouptostoptheatta- :

military ops '

2z involved in strikes US targets
» — Harakatal Nujabaand Sayy- :
id Shuhada — have not anno- :

cks on US troops. The group :
made a point of suggesting :

that it chooses its own targets :
and timing, rather than follo- :
wing Iran’s orders. “Our brot- :
hers in the Axis, especially in

the Islamic Republic of Iran,

they 'do not know how we con- :
duct our Jihad, and they often
object to the escalation against :
the occupation forces in Iraq :
and Syria,” the statementsaid. :

Asked about Kata'ib Hez- :
bollah’s announcement, a US :
defence department spokes- :
. man, Maj. Gen. Pat Ryder said :
'~ ataPentagon briefing: “Idon’t :
haveaspecific comment topro- :

vide other than actions speak
ouderﬂlanwmﬂs- NG
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NEW DELHI, Jan 31 (PTI)

INDIA and Oman on
Wednesday signed an agree-
ment that would provide a
frameworkforcollaborationin
new areas of defence engage-
ment including procurement
of military equipment.

The Memorandum of
Understanding (MolU) was
firmedupatameetingofIndia-
Oman joint military co-oper-
ation committee (JMCC) in
Muscat. In the talks, the two
sides also carried out a com-
prehensive review of their
defence cooperation and
explored ways to boost il in

line with their shared strategic
interests.

The two sides specifically
focused on possible collabo-
ration in the defence industri-
al sector at the meeting. The
Indian delegation al the talks
was led by Defence Secretary
Giridhar Aramane.

Itislearnt that the overallsit-
uation in West Asia including

security concerns arising out
of targeting of cargo vesselsin
the Red Sea by Houthi mili-
tants figured in the talks,

“Both sides reviewed and
appreciated the robustdefence
cooperation betweenIndiaand
Oman,” the Defence Ministry
said. Itsaidthe meetingdelved
into many new areas of co-
operationsuch astraining, joint
exercise, information sharing,
oceanography, ship building
and MRO (maintenance, repair,
and operations) facilities that
would build mutual trust and
interoperability between mil-
itaries of both nations.

“They also exchanged views

ce engagement

on regional and global issues
of shared interest. Both sides
discussed effective and prac-
tical initiatives to further boost
bilateral defenceengagements
with focus on defence indus-
tries  collaboration,” the
Ministry said in a statement.

The two sides also inked an
Mol pertaining to procure-
ment of defence material and
equipment which would pro-
vide a [ramework for defence
collaboration in new areas.

The MolJ was signed over a
month after India and Oman
unveiled a joint vision docu-
ment titled ‘A Partnership for
the Future',



UN delegation visits Israel
to assess security situati

TEL AVIV, Jan 31 (ANI/TPS)

ISRAEL'Sa rto the United Nations is leading a del-
egation of UN envoys on a tour of the country for the first
time since Hamas' Oct. 7 massacre. Prior to the outbreak of
thewar,AmbassadorGilad Erdan regularly headed missions
of UN ambassadors to Israel, primarily for on-the-ground
assessments of the country’s security needs.

Thistime,a delegation ofnineambassadors will visit com-
munities in the Gaza envelope and along the northern bor-
der, both of which have been severely affected by attacks
from Hamas and Hezbollah, respectively. They’'ll receive an
overview of UNRWA' terror links, and meet with returned
hostages, the families of hostages still being held and with
Oct. 7 survivors.



Sultan lbrahim sworn i

THE billionaire sultan who rules Malaysia's Johor State was
~ sworn in as the nation’s new King on
Wednesday under a unique rotating
monarchy system.

Sultan Ibrahim Iskandar, 65, took
his oath of office at the palace and
signed the instrument of the procla-
mation of office in a ceremony wit-
nessed by other royal families, Prime
- « | Minister Anwar Ibrahim and Cabinet
Ry \\{5; members. A coronation ceremony will
- &l be held later.

One of the richest men in the country, Sultan Ibrahim has
an extensive business empire ranging from real estate to
telecoms and power plants. The candid monarch has close
ties with Anwar and his rule could bolster Anwar’s unity
Government, which faces a strong Islamic Opposition.




Putin vows to make
military gains in

MOSCOW, Jan 31 (AP)

PRESIDENT  VIde
Putin vowed on
Wednesday to push back
Ukrainian forces to
reduce the threat of
attacks on Russian terri-
toryashemetwithactivists run-
ninghiscampaignaheadofthe
March presidential election
that he’s all but certain to win.

Asked about plans for the
military campaignin Ukraine,
Putin said the line of contact
needs to be pushed back to
“such a distance from our ter-
ritory that will make it safe from
Western-supplied long-range
artillery  that Ukrainian
authorities use for shelling
peaceful cities”.
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RUSSIA AND
UKRAINE SWAP
SCORES OF POWS
DESPITE TENSIONS
OVERA PLANE CRASH
LAST WEEK: RUSSIA
and Ukraine have
exchanged about 200
prisoners of war each, the
countries said Wednesday,
despite tensions stemming
fromlast week’s crash ofa mil-
itary transport plane that
Moscow claimed was carrying
Ukrainian POWs and was shot
down by Kyiv's forces. After the
Jan 24 crash of the 11-76 plane
in Russia’s Belgorod region near
the borderwith Ukraine, some
Russian officials had publicly
questioned the possibility of
future POW swaps.



NEW DELHI, Jan 31 (PTI)

FINANCE Minister Nirmig
Sitharaman will on Thursce
present the Modi 2.0
Government’s last Budget
before the general elections,
whichislikelyto containa mix
of measures for the economy
and electorally significant seg-
ments like farmersand women.
Peppered with political innu-
endoes, her sixth straight
Budget may present a political
document with a snapshot of
the Modi Government’s tri-
umphs over the last 10 years
and pointers to how it wants
to take the country forward.
With pressure for populist
measures off after recent
emphatic wins in three States,

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman with Ministers of
State Pankaj Chaudhary and Bhagwat Karad and her team of
officials a day before presentation of the Interim Budget 2024, at
her North Block office in New Delhi on Wednesday. (PTI)

culture and engines of the
economy that would create
jobs and boost consumption.

sheisexpectedtosticktobeing
fiscally prudent while sprin-
kling sops on sectors like agri-



