t a European Union mee-
A ting held earlier this we-
ek in Brussels, German
foreign minister Annalena Ba-
erbock called for humanitary-
an pauses in theongoing battle
in Gaza and a twostate solu:
tion to resolve the conflict.
She, however, also acknow-
ledged that Germany sees cle-
arly that the people of Israel
and the entire region cannot li-
ve in peace if Hamas' terror is
not stopped. “We as the Euro-
pean Union have therefore just
launched sanctions against

itarian pauses to alleviate the :

situation in Gaza, to alleviate :
the incredible suffering, espe- :

clally for children. And at the |
same time, we need humanita-
rian pauses in Gaza so that we
can finally free the hostages,”
said Baerbock. She also called

for the EU to launch an operat- :
jon In the Red Sea where ves-

sels are under attack from the :
Houthis. “In doing so, we show :
that the EU is capable of acting
and that it is a reliable partner :
for international law,” shesaid.




: military plane that crashed ne-
: ar the border with Ukraine on
: Wednesday was shot down by
: Ukrainian air defences, whet-
: heron purpose or by mistake.
Moscow accuses Kyiv of do-
: wning the Ilyushin I1-76 plane
: in Russia’s Belgorod region
: and Killing 74 people on board,
: including 65 captured Ukraini-
: ansoldiersen route to be swap
: ped for Russian PoWs.
: It has not presented
: proof. Ukraine hasnot
: confirmed or denied
: Wwhether it shot down
: theplaneandhaschal-
lenged Moscow’sacco- -
unt of who was on board and
what happened.

- “Idon’t know if they did it
on purpose or by mistake, but it
is obvious that they did it,” Pu-
tin said in televised comments,
his first on the crash. “In any
 case, what happened isa crime.
Either through negligence or
on purpose, but in any case it is
a crime.” ng a]so alleged that
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“The main intelligence depart-
ment of the Ukrainian army
knew that we were taking 65
servicemen there,” Putin said.

Ukraine disputes Russia’s
assertion that it was warned
in advance that a plane carry-
ing Ukrainian prisoners ‘of
war would be flying over Rus-
sia’s southwestern Belgorod
region at that time. It has also
said there were discrepancies
in a list published by Russian
media of the 65 Ukraini-
ans alleged to have been
ontheaircraft.

Putin said the plane
could not have been bro-

== & ught down by Russian

“friendly fire” because
Russia’s air defence systems
have safeguards to prevent
them attacking their own pla-
nes. “There are ‘friend or foe’
systems there, and no matter
how much the operator presses
the button, our air defence sy-
stems would not work,” hesaid.
Putin said the missiles fired
were mostly likely American
or French, but this would be es-

was tablished with certainty in two

to three days. reuters
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~ inability of current military industrial 2
~ complex (MIC) to adequately “surge”

Somnath Mukherjee

Republic Day parade showeased Mad;
In-India military platforms like LCH
Prachand chopper, Pinaka rocket
launchers, Nag anti-tank missiles and
Swathi Weapon Locating Radar. Good

a3 as that is, it isn’t enough, Analysis by
Stuckhnlm Internahonal Peace Research Institute
(SIPRI) shows India was the world's top arms importer

. between 2018 and 2022. This level of imports has serious
implications for India’s defence preparedness in the -

currentglobal scenario.

Stressed supply chains | Japan recently modified post-
WWII era rules to indirectly permit export of Patriot
missiles to Ukraine via US. This month, a senior General
Electric executive confirmed that
supplies of GE404 engines to India,
crucial for LCA fighter programme,
- are going to be delayed by a year. A few
weeks earlier, reports came of Indian-
made 155mm artillery shells being used by
Ukrainian army The common thread here
is global recapitalisation of militariesand ®

production to meet galloping demand. It's

because of the latter that Western powers are having to
~ scrounge into their own reaervea tosupply Ukraine.

Rising demand | It’s showing up in numbers. Analysis

" by Financial Times of 15 defence contractors shows
 that order backlog of these firms topped $777 billion in

s 2022, up 10% from two years earlier. Europe had its

: st_eepest rise in military expenditure in a few genera-

—around 30% — in 2022, Numbers for Russia and
are not available with as much granularity, but
going by China's naval buildout in recent years,
er backlogs with Chinese ﬂefenr.a contractors are

/ ‘__‘hevery]argetoo

Make In India, Make For:

R-Day parade of Indian weapon systems is a
global supply chains. Domestic def

As per SIPRI, global military
3.7% in real terms to touch $2.2
In defence, lead times are high. From
changes to budget sanctions to order placements
to actual production. Which is why actual expenditure
currently is likely to be the low-end of the future, Military
expenditure as % of GDP, globally, remains in the 2.22.3%
ballpark. The issue is supply chainand skilledlabour shor-
tages resulting in supplies failing tomeet demand.

No Plan B | What does it mean for India? The primary
lesson is “No Plan B” to domestic supplies, especially
true for consumables like ammunition and spare
parts. Expensive, multi-billion dollar platforms that
excite public imagination (like Rafale fighters or S400
SAMSs)are toothless if they runoutof eit-
her. A lesson learnt painfully seve-

ral times in recent decades. )

In Kargil, IAF had less than 100 imported precision
guided munitions, each specifically earmarked for a
high-value target. Ergo, there was nothing that could
be spared easily.

Where are the orders? | A second lesson is that it's even
tougher to build surge capacities. If it’s tough for
American MIC, it’s many times tougher for a fledgling
Indian version. Domestic cohtractors need to have
enough orderbooks to Iubricate a stable supply chain
that can be surged up in emergencies. An order here
followed by another one in three years and a third after

'geven years keepsupply chainsfragile.

fending India
inder: Global conflicts mean stressed
e manufacture needs to ramp up fast

Barehoneswon'tdo| Sincel998nucleartests, it hasbeen
assumed that conventional wars would be short and
sharp. India’s war wastage reserves, consequently, are
known to be kept at bare-bones levels. Validated by
all-too-frequent “emergency purchases” of ammuni-
tion every time there’s tension on the border. With so
much money and attention spent on big platforms —
tanks, fighters, ships—it'sself-defeating to have bare bones
levels of sustenance capacities for these platforms. It's
only recently that India became self-sufficient in 155mm
ammunition, nearly four decades after Indian army
inducted the first 155mm gun.

Atmanirbhar push | Modi government has pushed the
pedal hard on Atfmanirbhartain defence. From negative
lists for imports to political
ownership of some marquee
projects (like LCA) to wider military
reforms (CDS, Agnipath). Unfortunately,
India doesn't have luxury of time and space
anymore. The world in general, India’s neighbourhood in
particular, is brimming with tensions and conflicts.
S&P Aerospace and Defense Index is up 25% over the
last year.

Need for robust MIC | India is the fourth largestmilitary
spender in the world, so the issue isn't about budget as
much as ensuring biggest bang for the buck. But choices
need tobe made-whether tobuy a third aircraft carrier
orrecapitaliseadwindlingsubmarine fleet. Whetherto
focus on ownership (public sector vs private sector) or
on outcomes. Whether to import the most expensive
assault rifle or get Indian industry to develop a
Battlefield Management System.

Along with expanded physical infrastructure and
domestic capacity in critical manufactured products,
scope and scale of domestic MIC is likely to be crucial in
India's emergence as a pole in a bitterly contested world. We
need tosweatalot more in peace if we wanttobleed less in war.

The writer is a senior executive at an asset and wealth
managementfirm. Views are personal
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Chennai: A container crisis
is looming in the Red Sea,
= thanks to geo-political issu-
es, which has the potential to
disrupt India’s exports to
Africaand Latin America.
According to exporters,
shipping freight rates are ex-
pected to double on some ro-
utes, with exports of petrole-
um, automobiles, marine fo-
od and agri commodities lik-
ely to be affected.
Exporters are complai-
. ning of container shortage
at portson the west coastand
have requested leasing com-

panies and shipping lines to
move some of the containers
from the

while there will be an impact
onoverall exports too and we
see this problem persisting
fora while,” said Ajay Sahai,
director general, FIEQ.

A report by Crisil said,
players operating in agricul-
tural commodities and mari-
ne foods could see “signifi-
cant impact due to the peris-
hable nature of their goods
and/or lean margin profiles,
which limit their ability to
absorb the risks from rising
freight cost”. Players opera-

emicals and capital goods
may not be immediately im-
pacted but a prolonged crisis
can make these sectors also
vulnerable as “working capi-

FREIGHT RATES
SET TO DOUBLE

tal cycles would getstretched

with orders put on hold”.
~Automobile companies

are factoringin freight hikes

and longer time shipments

intomargin calls. During qu-
arterly results call, Bajaj Au-
to executive director Rakesh
Sharma explained what the
pinch means for automobile

companies. “The Red sea im-
broglio has caused delays of
around three weeks to Latin
America and parts of Africa
and freight rates have doub-
led tomany destinations,” he
said, adding, December-Ja-
nuary shipping availability
had some impact. “Alternati-
ve routes have been put in
place and ordering levels of
channel partnersadjusted to
take note of longer shipping
time,” hesaid.

“Inflation is beginning to
settle down but (revival to pe-
aklevels)may bedelayed due
to Red Sea container availa-
bility,” said KN Radhakrish-
nan, CEO TVS Motor.
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New Delhi: A growing, af-

fluent middle class and
* younger, intrepid Indians
travelling to the United
States have made India the
fifth largest source for tou-
rism to the US, proj ected to
grow at 30% in 2024, Brand
USA’s chief marketing offi-
cer Staci Mellman told TOI

in an exclusive interview. |

Mellman said Indian

tourists spend significant-

ly more on average than
other international trav-
ellers to the US, account-
ing for a significant share
1 of the$173.9 billion that in-
ternational tourists spent
on travel and tourism-re-
‘lated goods and services
while travelling to the US.
Thenearly 30% increase
in spending in the period
~Jan to Oct 2023 when com-
 pared to the year before co-
~ incides with the easing of
 delays in processing visas,
improved flight connectivi-
tyandawider cross-section
S Of tourism product offer:

. ".ventureaqﬂy" ites. -
~“In2023,US L7

=

In 2023, US received 1.7 million
Indian visitors. A 30% grow_th

is projected in 2024

There is a lot more interest
in exploring the landscape
beyond the gateway and In-
dian travellers also spend
significantly more on aver-
age than other internation-
altravellers,” she said.
Though delays in proc-
essing visas remains a
challenge — wait timefora
US visa in India is current-
ly about 250 days —
man said. “We have seen vi-
sa waittimeshorten though
they are still not what what
they were historically In
2023, 1.2 million new visas
were issued to Indians trav-
elling to the US. The US has
also opened 2.5 lakh new
tourist visa appointments
for Indians. To decrease
wait time, the consulate in
Hyderabad now Sees 3,500
appointments a day, with
processing done over week-
ends too,” Mellman said,
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On 75th R-Day, a lo
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New Delhi: The Republic Day
parade on Friday saw several

firsts: a troupe of 100 women

artistes playing traditional
music instruments in place
of military bands that led the

_parade in the past; all-women

‘marching contingents of the
Army, Navy and Air Force,
medical services and Delhi
Police; the rollout of six all-
terrain specialist vehicles; a
coupleinthe Armymarching
in the same parade; and the
debut of recently-inducted
IAF's C-295 medium trans
portaircraft.
Witnessing these breaks
in traditions on Kartavya
Path were 13,000 special gu-
ests, from space scientists to
sarpanches and from entre-
preneurs to street vendors.
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ng
dian contingents.

- Specialist vicles gave the

parade a novel edge

The presence of French Pre-
sident Emmanuel Macron,
who arrived at the parade ve-
nue with President Droupadi
Murmu in a horse-drawn
buggy, marked the European
country’s sixth participation
in the Jan 26 event, the most
among all nations.

A French military team
also marched down the histo-
rical avenue alongside the In-
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While the display of six
modern specialist vehicles,
eachtailored fordifferentter-
rains, gave the paradea novel
edge, narishaktiinIndia’s ar-

"med forces couldn’t be mis-

sed, with women dominating
the ceremonial march down
Kartavya Path. Captain
Sandhya Mahla led an all-wo-
men tri-service contingent,
comprising women Agnive-
ers, alongside sub-lieutenant
Aashu Yadav, flight lieute-
nant Shrishti Verma and cap-
tain Sharanya Rao.

In another: first, major
Srishti Khulla, an eye surge-
on and a paratrooper, led an
all-women Armed Forces Me-
dical Services marching con-
tingent. Lt Deepti Rana and
Lt Privanka Sevda oversaw
the progress of the Swathi
weapon-locating radar and

e romy 1

ect

nere spoke from the heart.”

of many firsts

Pinaka rocket system. They
were among the 10 women of-
ficers commissioned into the
Regiment of Artillery for the
first time last year.

A 149-member, all-male
contingent of the Bombay Sap-

- pers, whichreturned to the pa-

rade after two decades, was al-
so led by a woman officer, ma-
jor Divya Tyagi. And the all-
women Delhi Police marchers
were led by Indian Police Ser-
vice officer Shweta K Sugat-
han, additional DCP (North).

- Major Jerry Blaize and
captain Supreetha CT beca-
me the first couple to march
down Kartavya Path as mem-
bers of two contingents.
“This is the first occurrence
of this sort in the parade’s
history,” said Blaize, who is
from the Madras Regiment.
His wife was part of the
Corps of Military Police.




hand is likely to pass a
Uniform Civil Code (UCC)
bill during its next assembly
session from Feb 5. If it hap-
pens, it will become the first
state to enact such a law, re-
ports Kautilya Singh.

CM Pushkar Singh Dha-
: mi has announced that a fi- :
: ve-memberpanelisgiving fi- :
: nishing touches to the draft
. law and it would be submit-
. ted soon. “Once we get the :
 draft, we will start the pro- :
~ cess to implement UCC in







