Seoul: North
und 200 artillery rounds on
Friday near a disputed mariti-
me border with South Korea
in another escalation of tensi-
on between the rivals and pro-

mptmg the South to take cor-.

K|m Jong -un views the Iaunch of
a Hwasong-18 ICBM during what
North Korea saysis a drlll in Dec

reSpondmg” ‘aetloh W1th ]i e
AL drlllsl 7 /L - ) id i

. escalates tension and threa-

| meter Sh1n Won-sﬂx sa:Ld

.............................

at border

response” if Seoul continued
tomake provocative moves,
The exchange led reside-
ntsof tworemote South Kore-
an islands on the western ma-
ritime frontier to evacuate to
bomb shelters at the instruc-
tion of the South’s military,

4 ,. 5 before it fired live rounds to-

wards the disputed Northern

3 Limit Line (NLL) border. The

firing by North caused no ci-
vilian ormilitary damage, So-
uth’s military said. “This is
an act of provocation that

tens peace on the Korean pe-
ninsula,” South’s defence m1- ;




Israel’s post-war Gaza plan
exposes divisions

Defence Min Envisions Gaza Without &
Authonty, And No Israell c .Ila

new postwar plan floated §

by Israel’s defence mini- &

ster has laid bare the di-
‘VISIOII.S in PM Benjamin Neta-
nyahu’s government over “the
day after” fighting in Gaza
ends. The proposal by defence
minister Yoav Gallant, a mode-
rate member of Netanyahu's
right-wing Likud party, was
widely seen as a trial balloon,
but it showed the pressure the
PM was facing as Washington
and others press for a shift toa
less intense phase of the war.

The Biden administration
wants Israel to plan for “the
day after”, meaning how Gaza
will be governed when fighting
ends, though analysts say that
to keep his farright allies from
leaving his governing coaliti-
on, Netanyahuhasdelayed any
serious domestic discussion.

Gallant’s proposal shared
Thursday at a meeting of the

security cabinet is predicated

on the military defeat of Ha-
mas. It ealls for maintaining Is-
rael’s military control of Ga-
za’s borders, while a “multina-
tional task force” oversees re-.
construction '‘and econom_l'

Under his plan, Gazan
" mas would administer civili

affairs in the Gaza Strip,
dmgtodetaﬂs of the 2

jo

15 & Palestinian US and EU launch

nance Mm Slams Plan  diplomatic drive

as Israel strikes
100 Gaza targets

I 1S secretary of state An-
ﬁ ’ET “ | tony Blinken and Euro-
{ _/ pe's top diplomat, Josep
! ﬂ Borrell, embarked onanew di-
¥ plomatic effort on Friday to
| stop the spillover of the con-
flict in Gaza to theIsraeli-occu-
pied West Bank, Lebanon and
Red Sea shippinglanes.
Their visits to West Asia ta-
ke place almost three months

An Ismell soldier visits a memonal of her family at the site of the Nova festival of war that Palestinian offici-

where people were killed and kidnapped during the Oct 7 attack by Hamas

Hezhollah vows to
retaliate to killing in

Beirut for Lebanon

he head of Hezbollah said on

Friday Lebanon would be
“exposed” to more Israeli oper-
ationsif his Lebanese armed
group did did not respond to the
killing of the deputy chief of
Hamas on the outskirts of
Beirut. Delivering a televised
address forthe secondtimein
less than aweek after nearly
two months without doing so,

';HezbollahchlefHassanNasra-
nianswhodon'thavetiestoHa- llahs '

Ll preventaresurgenceoflslamm
' State. Sudani has limited control

als say has killed 22 GOOpeople
Israel, which —— -
o 3 says it has kil-
Iraq PM: Prepaning 3% 0 i
to close down US-led tants since the
P R ea of 1,200
coalition’s mission ;i in the
he Iragi governmentis ' Oct7Hamasat-
forminga committee to tack, announced a more targe-
preparethe closingdownofthe  ted approach on Thursday.
US-ledinternational coalition’s ~ But Gazans said Israeli planes
missioninthe country,PMMoh-  and tanks had intensified atta-
ammed Shia al-Sudani's office cks overnight. Some162 people
said on Friday. The statement were killed in the past 24 hou-
cameaday afteraUs strike rs, Palestinian health officials
 killed amilitia leader inBaghd- said. The Israeli military said
" ad, promptingangeramong it had struck over100targetsin
iran-aligned groups. TheUShas ~ Gaza inthe past 24 hours.
900 troopsin Syriaand 2,500in 3 Bff.ii“&iﬁiﬁ ;Dt:f;; ttélre
as
Iragonamissionitsays aims to B Frldaym o

assist local forces tryingto gt Jordan, Qatar, the

UAE, Saudi Arabia, Egyptand
makeasmpm Greece. Borrell,

oversome lran- -backed factions, 3
‘ the EU’s foreign policy chief,
Whose SUPDOI‘t m;mm w:fs due in Lebanon on Friday
) to discuss the Israli-Lebane-

sebordersituation. REUTERS

| .all for “voluntary em-
e tmgg lE;«:"'of Gazans. ThelSrae
1i media described the Thmz,-r

eetingas: stormy.
Any 22 s governi

at a new low, Netanya-
humustkeephxscnalmontog :
ethermhldtostwmoiﬁce NYT o

|
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Of Crew; Pirates
. Flee Under Heat

Rajat.Pandit@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Striking a major
blow at the very heart of pira-
cy emanating from Gulf of
Aden, Indian warship INS
Chennai and its marine com-

- mandos thwarted the attemp-
ted hijack of a Liberia-flagged

merchant vessel and rescued
its 21 crew members, inclu-
ding 15 Indians, in the north
Arabian Sea Friday evening.

- Navy said five or six ar-
med pirates, who hoarded MV
Lila Norfolk 460 nautical mi-
- les east of Eyl in Somalia
Thursday evening, “probably
abandoned” the merchant

.-.-a---a‘;-oon-io_.-lnu.-'.-ol-.!'llo’-'ag -------------------------------------------------------------------------------

> MV L|Ia Norfolk (right)
alerts UK Maritime Trade
Operations that 5-6 armed

| pirates had boarded vessel

Thursday evening off Somalia

> Navy deploys patrol
aircraft, diverts warship INS
Chennai to a55|st vessel :

> Fnday mormng, aircraft
establishes contact with
crew huddled in ship’s
citadel, a secure space built
for piracy situations

| > Marine commandos
‘launched on rigid-hull

> Vessel kept under constant - ;
surveillance of patrol aircraft, =
copters and drones. Warship

intercepts it at 3.15pm

inflatable boats. Rescue
opera_tion,qvé‘i‘ _in 2 hours

vessel after the “forceful war-
ning” issued by Indian P-8I
patrol aircraft through open
channels and “interception”

by the 7,500-tonne guided mis-

sile destroyer INS Chennai.
Pirates who do not have

ship’s crew under control as

hostages usually flee on

skiffs to their ‘mother boat™™
on being confronted by a
warship. Late Friday mght
INS Chennai was helpi gres-=
tore power and propulsi ;
the vessel toensure s
resume her voyage.

P Related report, P
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