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Parl passes bill to ease

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Parliament on
Thursday passed a bill to re-
place a British-era law gov-
erning the publishing indus-
try and simplify the process
of registration of periodicals.

Information and broad-
casting minister Anurag Tha-
kur said the Press and Regis-
tration of Periodicals Bill,
2023, which was passed by
voice vote in the Lok Sabha,
will make the registration of
periodicals a one-step process
as against the eight-step proc-
essinthearchaiclaw.

The bill replaces  the

Press and Registration of

Books (PRB) Act, 1867. The
Rajyva Sabha had passed the

bill during the monsoon ses- -
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Rajya Sabha
passes new
Telecom Bill

* Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The new Tele-
communications Bill, which .
allows thegovernmenttotem-
porarily take control of tele-
com services in the interest of
national security and prowde
anon-auction routefor alloca-
tion of satellite spectrum, has
been cleared by Parliament.
The bill, w}uch will re-a-
Telegraph

1933 after presidential as-
‘sent, was passed by Rajya
Sabha through a voice-vote
after a short debate without
the partlmpatmn of the up- !

Thebill, Whlchwasclear-
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RETAIL INFLA

For farm workers rises to 7.87% in NovembgrT.13% for rural labourers

NEW DELHI, Dec 21 (PTI)

RETAILinflation for farm work-
ers rose (o 7.37 per cent and
thatforrurallabourers climbed
to 7.13 per cent in November,
mainly due to higher prices of
certainfood items. Retail infla-
tion in October was 7.08 per
centand 6.92 per cent for farm
workers and rural labourers,
respectively, according to an
official statement.

Food inflation stood at 9.38
per centand 9.14 per cent for
agricultural and rural workers,
respectively, in November com-
pared to the respective figures
of 8.42 per cent and 8.18 per
centin October 2023, and 6.19
per cent and 6.05 per cent
recorded inthe corresponding
month of previous year
(November 2022), a Labour

Ministry statement said.
According to the statement,
point-to-point rate ofinflation

based on the CPI-AL
(Consumer Price Index-
Agricultural Labourers) and
CPI-RL (rural labourers) stood
at 7.37 per cent and 7.13 per
cent in November this year as
compared to 7.08 per cent and
6.92 per cent, respectively, in
October 2023.

The two comparable num-
bers were 6.87 per cent and
6.99 per cent in November last
year, the ministry said.

All-India Consumer Price
Index for agricultural labour-
ers in November this year
increased 12 points to 1,253,
while the index for rural work-
ersadvanced 11 pointsto 1,262.
The two indices were 1,241
pointsand 1,251 points, respec-

tively, in October this year.

Major contribution towards
therisein general index of agri-
cultural labourers and rural
labourers came fromthegroup
of food items to the extent of
10.85and 10.50 points, respec-
tively, driven by arise in prices
of rice, wheat atta, pulses,
onion, turmeric whole, gatlic,
mixed spices, elc.

There has been an upward
trend in theindex acrossallthe
StatesexceptWest Bengal (both
CPI-AL and CPI-RL indices
decreased) and Himachal
Pradesh  (CPI-AL  index
decreased).

Incase ofagricultural labour-
ers, the index increased 1 to 10
points in 11 States, rose 11 to
20 points in four States and
went up more than 20 points
in three States. With 1,453
points, Tamil Nadu topped the
index table whereas Himachal
Pradesh stood at the bottom
with 958 points.

The benchmark for rural
labourers increased 1 to 10
pointsin 11 States, climbed 11
to 20 points in five States and
jumped more than 20 points
in three States.

Andhra Pradesh and Tamil
Nadu with 1,439 points each
topped the index table where-
as Himachal Pradesh stayed at
the bottom with 1,015 points.



found in India, all in Odisha

*> NEW DELHI, Dec 21 (PTI)

% THERE are a total of 10 “black tigers” in India, all
exclusively found inOdisha’s Similipal, the Government
informed the Parliament on Thursday.

‘Union Minister of State for Environment, Ashiwini
Kumar Choubey, told the Rajya Sabha that “melanis-
© tictigers” havebeen documented onlyin the Similipal
- Tiger Reserve in Odisha.

- As per the 2022 cycle of the pan-India tiger esti-
mation exercise, the Similipal Tiger Reserve has 16

.+ Ministersaidthat the Similipal Tiger Reserve has been
(Contd on page 5)




UNESCO prize
for T2 of
Kempegowda
airport

BENGALURU, Dec 21 (PTI)

THE Terminal-2 (T2) of the
Kempegowda International
Airport (KIA) here has secured
recognition as one of the
‘World's Most  Beautiful
Airports’ and has been award-
ed the "World Special Prize for
an Interior 2023" by the
UNESCO’s Prix Versailles, the

Bangalore International
Airport Limited (BIAL) said on
Thursday.

[t is the only Indian
airport to receive this recogni-
tion, said BIAL, which oper-
ates the KIA.



Indian Navy deploys

second guided-m

destroyer |

NEW DELHI,

THEIndian Nav¥has deployed
a second frontline ship in the
Gulf of Aden to augment its
anti-piracy mission, following
the hijacking of a Malta-flagged
cargo vessel by pirates.

The Navy now has stealth
guided-missile destroyer INS
Kochi and INS Kolkata in the
region, officials said.

The Navy swiltly responded
alter receiving a call for help
from MV Ruen, the Malta-
flagged hijacked vessel, on
December 14.

Days later, it evacuated one
of the 18 crew members
onboardthe vesseloff the coast
of Somalia to provide medical
care afterhe wasinjured by the

sile
f of Aden

pirates.

“In a swift response, Indian
Navy'smaritime patrolaircraft
deployed toinvestigate the inci-
dentarrived overhead MV Ruen
on December 15 and estab-
lished communication with the
crew,” a Navy spokesperson
said.

“All 18 crew (no Indians
onboard) were reported to be
safe in  the citadel.
Concurrently, in response to
theincident,INS Kochion anti-
piracy patrolin theGulfofAden
was also diverted immediate-
lytorenderassistance,” he said.

The official said INS Kochi
intercepted MV Ruen in the
early hours of December 16
and launched its integral hel-
icopter to assess the situation.
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NEW DELHI, Dec 21 (PTI)

THREE new bills that seek to
overhaul the colonial-era crim-
inallaws, making punishments
morestringentforcrimessuch
asterrorism, lynching, and
offences endangering
national security, were

approved by Parliament NEW ERA
on Thursday.

The Bills were passed on page 8
in the RajyaSabhaby voice

vote. The Lok Sabha had
approved these onWednesday.
The Bills that repeal and
replace theIndian Penal Code,
Code of Criminal Procedure
and the Indian Evidence Act will
usher inanew erain the crim-
inal justice system, Home
Minister Amit Shah said while
replying to a debate in the
Upper House of Parliament.
The Bharatiya Nyaya

Read Editorial g

Union Home Minister Amit Shah speaks in the Rajya Sabha during

the Winter Session on Thursday.

(PTI)

(Second) Sanhita, Bharativa
Nagarik Suraksha (Second)
Sanhita and the Bharatiya
Sakshya (Second) Bills will now
go to the President for her
assent, upon which these will
become laws. Just like in the
Lok Sabha, the legislations were

passed in the Rajya Sabha in
the absence ofmost Opposition
MPs, who were suspended for
unruly behaviour while press-
ing for a discussion on the
December 13 security breach
in Parliament.

(Contd on page 5)



jawans killed, 2 furt

as terrorists attack Army-vehicles in J&K

POONCH/JAMMLU, Dec 21 (PT1)

FIVEsoldierswerekilled and
two injured when heavily-
armed terrorists ambushé
two Army vehicles in Jammu
and Kashmir's Poonch dis-
trict on Thursday, officials
said. The bodiesoftwoofthe
slainsoldierswere mutilated,
they said.

The vehicles carrying the
personnel to the site ofa cor-
don-and-search operation
came under attack at a blind
curve al Dhatyar Morh
between Dhera Ki Gali and
Bufliaz under thejurisdiction
of the Surankote police sia-
tionaround3.45pm, accord-
ing to the officials.

Two former Chief Ministers
of Jammu and Kashmir --
Ghulam Nabi Azad and
Mehbooba Mulfti -- strongly
condemned the attack.

The People’s Anti-Fascist
Front (PAFF), an offshoot of
Pakistan-based terror outfit
Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT),
claimedresponsibility for the
ambush. Jammu-based
defence PRO Lieutenant
Colonel Suneel Bartwal said
a joint search operation was
launched in the general area
of Dhera Ki Gali in the
Thanamandi-Surankote
region on Wednesday night
on the basis ol “hard intelli-
gence” about the presence of
terrorists. Asadditional forces
were moving to the site, the
ultras fired upon the Army
vehicles -- a truck and a
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An Army vehicle after being ambushed by terrorists in Poonch

district on Thursday.

(PTI)

Maruti Gypsy. The troops
swiftly responded to the
attack, the defence
spokesperson said. In the
ongoing operation, five sol-
diers were killed and two
injured, theofficialssaid. The
injured have been admitted
to a hospital.
Theoperationisinprogress
and furtherdetails are await-
ed. Disturbing images and
videos emerginglromthesite
showed blood on the street,

broken helmets of soldiers
andshattered windscreensof
the two Army vehicles.

The officials have notruled
out the possibility of the sol-
diers engaging in hand-to-
hand combat with the ter-
roristsduringthe intense con-
frontation. They said there
was a possibility that the ter-
rorists had walked away with
the arms of the targeted sol-
diers. As the operation con-
tinues, authorities are dili-

gentlyworkingto gathermore
information and do away
with the threat posed by ter-
rorists in the region.

The ambush came weeks
after a major gunfight in the
Dharmsal beltof the Bajimaal
forest area in nearby Rajouri
district thatleft ive Army per-
sonnel, including two cap-
tains, dead last month.

A top commander of the
LeT, Quari, who master-
minded several attacks,
including the killing of 10
civilians and five Army per-
sonnel, and one of his asso-
ciates were killed in the two-
day-long encounter in
November. The stretch
between Dhera Ki Gali and
Bufliaz on the boundary of
Rajouri and Poonch districts
isdensely forested and leads
to Chamrer forest and then
Bhata Dhurian forest, where
five soldiers were killed in an
ambush on an Army vehicle
onApril 20. In May, fivemore
Army personnel were killed
and a major-rank officer was
injured during an anti-ter-
roristoperation. A foreignter-
rorist was also killed in the
operation. Thisyear, Rajour,
Poonch and Reasi have wit-
nessed aseries ofencounters
that have left 54 people,
including 19 security per-
sonnel and 2B terrorists, dead
so far, theofficials said, ascrib-
ing the uptick in violence to
“desperate attempts [rom
across the border” to revive
terrorism in the region.




