US announces mission to
on commercial vesse

MANAMA (Bahrain), Dec 19 (AP)

THE US and a host of other
nations are creating anew force
to protect ships transiting the
Red Sea that have come under
attack by drones and ballistic
missilesfired from Houthi-con-
trolled areasofYemen, Defence
Secretary  Lloyd  Austin
announced early on Tuesday
in Bahrain.

The seriousness of the
attacks, several of which have
damaged the vessels, has led
multiple shipping companies
to order their ships to hold in
place and not enter the Bab el-
Mandeb Strait until the secu-
rity situation can be addressed.

1ational
emands col-
action,” Defence
Secretary Lloyd Austin said in
statement released just after
midnight in Bahrain.
“Therefore today 1 am
announcingthe establishment
of Operation Prosperily
Guardian, an important new
multinational security initia-
tive."

The United Kingdom,
Bahrain, Canada, France, Italy,
Netherlands, Norway,
Seychelles and Spain will join
the US in the new mission,
Austinannounced. Someof the
countries will conduct joint
patrols while others provide

“This is an i
challenge

Intelligence support in the
southern Red Sea and the Gulf
of Aden.

Severalothercountries have
also agreed to be involved in
the operation but prefer not to
be publicly named, a defence
official said on the condition
ol anonymity to discuss addi-
tional details of the new mis-
sion that have not been pub-
licly announced.

The mission will be co-ordi-
nated by the already existing
Combined Task Force 153,
which was set up in April 2022
o improve maritime security
in the Red Sea, Bab el-Mandeb
and the Gulf of Aden. There
have been 39 member nations

ter attacks
Red Sea

in CTF 153, but officials were
workingtodeterminewhich of
them would participate in this
latest effort.
Separately, the United States
has also called on the United
Nations Security Council to
take actionagainst theattacks.
In a letter to council mem-
bers obtained on Monday by
The Associated Press, US
Ambassador Linda Thomas-
Greenfield said Houthiattacks
targeting commercial vessels
legally transiting the interna-
tional waterways continue Lo
threaten “navigational rights
and [reedoms, international
maritime security, and inter-
national commerce.”
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India star perfor

Contributing more than 16

B There is a very
strong push by the
Government to invest
in infrastructure and
develop the logistics
that are needed for a
solid basis for
growth, Choueiri said

WASHINGTON, Dec 19 (PTI)

GROWING atarobustratedue
to economic reforms in key
sectors like digitisation and
infrastructure, India has
emerged as a star performer
and is projected to contribute
more than 16 per cent of the
global growth, the
International Monetary Fund
said onTuesday.

“What wehave been observ-
ing for quite some time now is
thatIndia has been growing at
a very robust rate. It's one of
the star performers when it
comes toreal growth whenyou
look at peer countries. IU's one
of the fastest growing large
emergingmarketsandit’scon-
tributing, in our current pro-
jections, more than 16 percent

of global
Choueiri

vear,” Nada
e Mission of India
dPTlinaninterview.
IMF onMonday released
annual Article IV consulta-
tion with India, according to
which the South Asian coun-
try, underpinned by prudent
macroeconomic policies,ison
track to be one of the fastest-
growing major economies in
the world this year.
Nonetheless, the economy
is facing global headwinds,
includingaglobal growthslow-
down in an increasingly frag-
mented world, Choueiri said.
There is a very strong push
by the Government to invest
in infrastructure and develop
thelogisticsthatare needed for
a solid basis for growth,
Choueiri said. India, she said,
hasavery large and young and
growing population and thus
has the potential to grow at
stronger rates if this potential
isharnessed through structur-
al reforms. The Government
has done several structural
reforms, the flagship onebeing
the digitalisation, which has
been building up over many
years and has put India on a

global growth

strong platform for increased
productivityandgrowthin the
future.

The IMF inits annual report
recommended that policy pri-
oritiesshouldfocusonreplen-
ishing fiscal buffers, securing
price stability, maintaining
financial stability, and accel-
erating inclusive growth
through comprehensive struc-
tural reforms while preserving
debt sustainability. India’s
economy has rebounded
strongly from the pandemicto
becomeanimportantdriverof
global growth.

After  surging during
FY2022/23, headline inflation
has, on average, moderated
although it remains volatile.
Employmenthassurpassed the
pre-pandemic level and the
informal sector continues to
dominate while formalisation
has progressed, it said.

“The financial sector has
been resilient, largely unaf-
fected by global financial stress
in early 2023. While the budg-
etdelicithaseased, publicdebt
remains elevated, and fiscal
buffers need to be rebuilt,” it
said.




J&K GAN BE AMONG INDIA'S

EGONOMICALLY STRON

HE restoration of
TSLaiehuud for Jammu

and Kashmir, without
the Union Territory of
Ladakh, and an expected
elected Government by
September, next year, come
at a time when J&K has
established its position as
one of India's top perform-
ing provinces in terms of
economic growth. J&K's
State GDP is lately growing
at the rate of 10 percent,
annually. A key task before
the State's forthcoming
elected Government would
naturally be to take the
growth dynamics on a fast-
forward mode and generate
more employment and rev-
enue, This should be more
than possible. Till now,
major contributors to the
State’s economy have been
agriculture, horticul ture,
tourism, handicrafts, limit-
ed scale of manufacturing
and services. Its huge min-
eral resources remain large-
ly untapped. The potential
needs to be explored and
exploited 1o push the man-
ufacturing sector. This may
require a change in the
State’s land acquisition pol-
icy.

The State’s economic
potential was never tested
fully by its erstwhile politi-
cally volatile Governments
challenged by pro-Pakistan
elements and cessationist
groups taking advantage of
the prolonged presence of
Article 370 of the Indian
constitution, The Article
gave Special Status to the
originally designed J&K, a
region disputed by India,
Pakistan and China. The
provision was drafted by N,
Gopalaswami Ayyangar, a
Constituent Assembly
member, and was added 1o
the constitution as a ‘tem-
porary provision' in 1949

For unknown reasons,
the provision remained
untouched until August 5,
2019, when the Parliament
abrogated the Article taking
away the Special Status to
J&K and bifurcated it into
Union Territories of Jammu
and Kashmir, and Ladakh.
While Ladakh is to remain
as a Union Territory, the
Government assured that
Statehood of Jammu and
Kashmir “will be restored
soon.” Last week, the
Supreme Court held the
abrogation of Article 370 of
the Constitution valid and
ordered the Election
Commission to conduct
elections to J&K Assembly
before September 30, 2024.
The apex court also direct-

The State’s GDP grew 10 per cent annually in
last two years. A NITI Aayog report shows that
Srinagar is the richest district in J&K with only
1.51 percent underprivileged people. The State
having a total population of around 1.36 crore

is expected to have a gross GDP of over 2.30
lakh crore at the end of the current year.

ed the Centre for the
restoration of J&K's
Statehood.

The challenges before the
new J&K Government after
the Assembly election are
going to be many. Among
the most important of them
are: improvement of law
and order situation in the
valley and creation of prop-
er environment for social,
educational, economic
growth, and jobs for the
youth. More jobs and more
wealth with the local peo-
ple are bound to improve
the social and political
environment. The new eco-
nomic and industrial devel-
opment policies need to be
directed at utilisation of the
hitherto untapped
resources. J&K has India’s
sole production unit of
borax. Sitting on large sap-
phire resources, the State
boasts of having several
essential minerals such as
coal, graphite, marble, gyp-
sum, magnesite, and lime-
stone.

India’s first and only lithi-
um reserves to the wne of

5.9 million tonnes have
already been discovered in
the State. The union
Government eyes more
lithium reserves in J&K. It
has identified the presence
of as many as 30 critical
minerals. The State will
need to work with both the
union Government and pri-
vate sector entrepreneurs
to tap these resources to
grow as one of the country's
leading economies. Such
initiatives are bound to
have a positive impact on
the society and help estab-
lish peace and security in
the State.

However, much will
depend on political parties
trying to come to power (o
rule the State. As [or now,
J&K is not doing badly on
the economic front com-
pared to many other States
of the country.

In terms of per capita
income, J&K is well ahead
of Bihar, Uttar Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh,
Jharkhand, Manipur and
Meghalaya. There has been
a consistent increase in the

ES

per capita income in J&K
since the financial year
2011-12, It is moving fast to
top the national per capita
income average, which is
now estimated at

Rs. 1,45,679, Currently, the
per capita income of J&K is
Rs.1,36,771 as against
Rs.1,20,790, last year.
Incidentally, according to
the Ministry of Statistics
and Programme
Implementation, Telangana
ranked first among all
Indian States with the high-
est per capita income at
current prices at Rs
3,08,732, followed by
Karnataka with Rs 3,01,673
and Haryana with Rs
2,96,685. A NITI Aayog
report shows that Srinagar
is the richest district in J&K
with only 1.51 percent
underprivileged people.
The State having a total
population of around 1.36
crore is expected to have a
gross GDP of over 2.30 lakh
crore at the end of the cur-
rent financial year,

However, it would be
foolish to ignore the bag-
gage the province was
forced to carry since 1949
that primarily stood in the
way of the State’s economic
progress over the last seven
decades, The State's eco-
nomic development will
continue to face numerous
hurdles such as the issue of
political stability alter the
election, next year, future
security concerns, poor
physical infrastructure,
land ownership issues, lim-
ited market access, large
Hindu-Muslim divide, edu-
cational and skill gaps. J&K
is a majority Muslim State.
Islam forms the majority
religion in 17 out of the
State’s 22 districts. The
State’s Muslim population
is around 85.67 lakhs, rep-
resenting 68.32 percent of
the total population.

The Parliament is in the
process of enacting a new
legislation that seeks to
reserve 33 percent of seats
in the State Assembly for
women.

The Jammu and Kashmir
Reorganisation (Second
Amendment) Bill, 2023, has
already been passed by
Parliament, This will have
an impact on the State's
future political leadership.
The elected Government in
the State must try to resolve
all the pending issues and
obstacles in due course for
the long-term prosperity of
the people of Jammu and
Kashmir. (IPA)
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CHENNAL Dec 19 (ANI)

HEAVYrainfallin thesouthern
districts of Tamil Nadu dis-
ruptedlifewhile throwingtrain
services in the State haywire.

SouthernRailwaysinapress
release stated that it was tak-
ing concerted efforts towards
the restoration of traffic and
evacuation of stranded pas-
sengers al the Srivakuntam
Railway Station.

“Unprecedented rainfall had
occurred in the districts of
Tirunelveli and Tuticorin dur-
ing the 24 hours from 8:30
hours of December 17, 2023,
to 8:30 hours of December 18,
2023, measuring in the range
ol670mm (o 932 mm.Thishas
impacted the train operation
as track parametres have been
breached on certain sections
falling in these two districts
and asaresult, traffic hasto be
suspended,” Southern
Railwayssaid inapressrelease
on Monday, December 18.

It further stated that in the
section betweenTalalyuthuand
Gangaikondan (7.71 kms), an
Earth slip had occurred on the
approach bank of a bridge in

NDRF personnel conduct a rescue operation in a flooded area
after heavy rains in Tuticorin district on Tuesday. (PTI)

thatsectionandballasthadalso
got washed away. “Tirunelveli
Station yard has got flooded
due to the overflowing of
Nainarkulamtank. InTuticorin
station yard, water has risen
one metre above the rail level
dueto abnormal rainfall. In the
section between Tattapparai
and Milavittan (7.47 kms), the
water has gone above danger
level across ninebridges. In the-
section between Srivaikuntam
and Seydunganallur (12.16
kms) the ballast hasgot washed
away,” it said.

MORE FUNDS NEEDED TO
COPE WITH CYCLONE DEV-
ASTATION, SAYS CM STALIN:
THE southern districts of
Tirunelveli and Thoothukudi
wereamong the severelyaffect-
ed by unprecedented rains as
they received theirannual rain-
fall on a single day leading to
massive inundation, Tamil
Nadu CM M K Stalin said.

As the State wascoping with
the relief and rehabilitation of
the four districts including
Chennai where Cyclone
Michaung wreaked havoc on

December 4, heavy rains bat-
tered the southern districts of
Tirunelveli, Thoothukudi,
Tenkasi and Kanyakumari, on
December 17 and 18, he said.
Relief and rehabilitation in
these districts would be taken
up in the same vigour inwhich
the State Government had
launched the activities in
Chennai and suburbs, Stalin
said and added that he
would  personally  visit
ThoothukudionWednesday to
oversee the relief and rehabil-
itation activities.

Meanwhile, defence, national
and State disaster response
force teams have joined hands
in reliel and rescue initiatives
while food packets are being
delivered to people using hel-
icopters in marooned regions
in southern Tamil Nadu, a top
Government official said on
Tuesday. Speakingloreporters
here, Chief Secretary Shiv Das
Meena said so far, 10,082 peo-
ple have been rescued and
housedin over 100relief camps,
which includes schools and
publichalls. Food, milk, drink-
ing water and basic amenities
have been ensured.
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Focus on overall development of stude

well,” the P,

t stressed.

U hasbeen designed with thisobjec-

sident

the students inits 100 years of journey,
She said that the institution has
inspired its students to achieve

tive, Murmu pointed out.
Shealsoemphasised the need forstu-
dents o be sensitive to the needy peo-

excellence in various fields, which has
also brought respect and glory to our
country.

President Droupadi Murmu with Telangana Governor Tamilisai Soundararajan at the
centennial celebrations of Hyderabad Public School in Hyderabad on Tuesday. (ANI)

HYDERABAD, Dec 19 (PTD)

PRESIDENT Droupadi Murmu on
Tuesdayhighlighted the need for stake-
holders to focus on overall development
of students while preparing the cur-
riculum for the future and ensure that
they not only acquire academic knowl-
edge but also learn life skills.

Shewas speakingafiergracing the cen-
tennial celebrationsof Hyderabad Public
School here.

“While preparing the curriculum for
the future, all the stakeholders should
keep in mind the overall development
of the students, It should be ensured
that students not only gain academic
knowledge but also learn life skills as

plein their surround-
ings. They should not
only strive for their
owndevelopment,but
alsofor the progressof
others, she said.

Urging the children
to develop a passion
for things they do in
life, Murmu said they
must lake out time for
workwhich givesthem
happiness and satis-
faction.

“The positive ener-
gy theyget from doing
that work will also
increase your ability
to do other work,” she
added.

The President laud-
ed the entire team of
the Hyderabad Public
School for providing
excellent education to

CORRIGENDUM
Selection of Master System Irtegrator (MSI) to Design, Implement,
Integrate, Operate and Maintain inteliigent and (ntegrated Traffic
Managament System (IITMS) in Nagpur City for @ period of 5years.
In referanca o tendar Nos.
1) 2023 _NMCN_961669_1(653-2023/Electrical) published vide
Advertise No 544/PR Date DB/11/2023 e schedule of dales has been
eodended as ap plicabie as bafow,
1) Sale & Submiscion ol tender is axiended up lo 3.00PM of
Dt11 JANUARY 2024
2) Opening of tender is extended upto 3 30PN of DL 12 JANUARY 2024
Other all details remain same.

Execuiive Engineer (Ele.]

Corrl Mo, 644 PR Dale 18.122023 Nagpur Municipal Carporaion E

CENTRAL RAILWAY
NOTIFICATION

No: NGPICIT38/5 TBANfication’s3 Dwie: 181272033
&r. Divigonal Sommerd sl Menager, Cenial Reliway, Nagour on behafl of Proskdentef

Incils It bardg o v esed alfiling condilions & prescribed:
for seiscton of Staton Ticke Bosking Agant (STBA] m 34 stasons of Magour division

on camminsicn bamin. NEG-8: 1) Painchaurd. 20 Ualkhed 31 Timals. 41 Eoneaaan. Bl



