





Jaishankar meets E

EXTERNAL
Jaishankar on \
delegation of members of the
European Parliament and dis-
cussed issues such as geopolit-
ical convergence, supply chain
security and digital sensitivities.
“Glad tomeetwith Members
of European Parliament on a
visit to India. A useful discus-
sion on geopolitical conver-
gence, supply chain security,
digital sensitivities, Aland mar-
itimesecurity,” Jaishankar said
on ‘X’. The External Affairs
Minister also held an interac-
tion with a Sri Lankan
Parliamentary delegation.

‘A goodinteraction with the
Sri Lankan Parliamentary del-
egation led by Speaker
Mahinda Yapa Abeywardana.
Appreciate the warm senti-
ments expressed about India’s
support to Sri Lankain its eco-
nomic recovery,” Jaishankar
said. “Discussed further deep-
ening of our cooperation in
various sectors,” he said.

Separately, Jaishankar also
held talks with Foreign Minister
of Benin Olushegun Adjadi
Bakari. “Delighted towelcome
FM @shegunbakar of Benin
today. Discussed growing our
political, economic and devel-
opment partnership,” the
External Affairs Minister said.









B By Harinder Mishra
JERUSALEM, Dec 18 (PTI)

ISRAELI Government on
Sundayapproved the appoint-
ment of Reuven Azar as the
new ambassador to India.
Azar, who is in his late 50s,
will also serve as the non-res-

ap’thutan, a statement from
the Israeli Ministry of Foreign
Affairs said. His appointment
is one of the 21 new Heads of
Missions cleared by the Israeli
Government (o assume serv-
ice soon.

Foreign Minister Eli Cohen,
congratulating the new
appointees, said they will “rep-
resent Israel and its citizens,
strengthen its economy and
strengthen international sup-
port for the State of Israel”.

Azar is currently serving as
the Ambassador of Israel to

envoy to India

Romania. It is not yet known
when he will take charge in
New Delhi. Azar will replace
Naor Gilon, whohasbeen serv-
ing as the Israeli ambassador
to India since 2021.

Azar has earlier served as
Head of the Israel-US-China
internal task force at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
immediately after serving for
three yearsas Deputy National
Security Advisor for Foreign
Policy at the National Security
Council and Foreign Policy
Advisor to the Prime Minister
of Israel.



How Agnipath scheme evolvec

W By Manash Pratim
Bhuyan
NEW DELHI, Dec 18 (PTD)

IN A meeting with the Prime
Minister weeks after becom-
ing the Army chief, General M
M Naravane sounded out in
early 2020 about the Tour of
Duty' scheme for inducting
soldiers forshort-term tenure
but months later the PMO
came out with a formulation
with a much wider scope to
include all the three services.

This is what General
Naravane says in his memoir
‘Four Stars of Destiny’ while
elaboratingonthebirthofthe
‘Agnipath’ recruitment
scheme -- considered India’s
most radical military recruit-
ment policy.

Naravane, who served as
the 28th Army chief from
December 31, 2019, to April

30, 2022, notes that various
models of the scheme were
deliberated upon and the
Army'sinitialview was that 75
per cent of thegersonn

be recruited could Eed
while 25 per cent should be
released. In June 2022, the
Government rolled out the
Agnipathrecruitment scheme
for short-term induction of
personnel with anaim to bring
down the age profile of the
three services.

It provides for recruiting
youths between the age brack-
etof 17-and-half yearsand 21
for fouryears withaprovision
to retain 25 per cent of them
for 15 more years.

In the book, published by
Penguin  Random House
India, Naravane also recalled
that the first vear's starting
salary for the inductees was
kept at just Rs 20,000 per
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month (all-inclusive) and that
was “not acceptable”.

“This was just not accept-
able. Here, we were talking
about a trained soldier, who
was expected to lay down his
life for the country. Surely a
soldier could notbecompared
with a daily wage labourer?
Based on our very strong rec-

Gen Naravane sheds
light in his memoir

ommendations, this was lat-
er raised to Rs 30,000 per
month,” he says.

After the new formulation
of the scheme, General
Naravane says, the Army was
“taken by surprise by this turn
ofevents, butfor the Navyand
Air Force, it came like a bolt
from the blue."

“When [ had first sounded
out the PM about the Tour of
Duty scheme, it was more on
the lines of a short-service
oplionaithe soldierlevel, sim-
ilar o the Short Service
Commission scheme lor offi-
cers that was already in
vogue."“Justas alimiled num-
ber of SSC officers are taken
each year, likewise a limited
number of jawans would be

similarly enrolled and released
alter the completion of their
‘tour’ with the option of re-
enlisting for another tour, if
found to be fit,” he writes.
Naravane writes that noth-
ing much happened in the
next couple of months as the
onsel of the COVID-19 pan-
demic grabbed all the atten-
tion, [ollowed by the clashes
in Galwan in eastern Ladakh,
‘However, the Prime
Minister's Office (PMO) was
considering thisproposal but
with a much wider scope and
applicability. In the PMO for-
mulation, notonlyshouldthe
completeintakeoftheyearbe
short-service based, but it
would also apply to all three
services,” he writes.




39 places record
extremely heavy
rainfall: IMD

CHENMAL Dec 13 (PT1)

AS MANY as 38 regions in
southern Tamil Nadu wit-
nessed extremely heavy rain-
fall, the India Metearological
Department said on Monday.

Heavy (o extremely heavy
rainfall was recorded in
Thoothukudi,  Tirunelveli,
Tenkasi and Kanyakumar dis-
tricts and light 1o moderate
rainfull at mostplacesinsouth-
ern Tamil Nadu, the IMD said
in a bulletin,

1tis for the 24-hour duration
commencing 830 am on
December 17 and ending at
8.0 am, the following day.

The rainfall is due to the
influence of an upper air
cycloniccirculation extending
upto the mid-troposphericlev-
els uver the Comaorin area and
neighbourhood.

Heawvy o very heavyrain was
recorded at isolated places in
Theni, Virudhunagar,
Sivagang and
Ramanathapurain districts and
isolated heavyrainin Madurai
distriet,

There were 39 extremely
heavy minfall reports, 33 very
heavy rainfall reports and 12
heavy rainfall reports from such
southern regions,
Kayal pattinamin Thoothukudi
district reported 95 cm, fol-
lowed by Timchendur and
Srivaikuntam  (both in
Thoothukudi district) report-
ing 69 cm and 62 cm respec-

to its knees

A drone view shows severs waterlogging In Thoothukudi as parts of Tamil Nadu receive incessant

rainfall on Menday.

(AN

tively. The upper air cyclonic
circulation over the Comorin
area  and  neighbourhood
extending ujp to mid tropos-
pheric levels persists.

Rainfall over and above 21
cm is graded as extremely
heavy. Between 12 and 20 cm,
It is very heavy and from 7 1o
Il embeavy, The classification
is based on aceumulated rain-
fall for a 24-hour duration
[cm/day). On December 19,
heavy rain is likely at one or
two places in Kanyvakumari,
Tirunelveli, Thoo thukudi and
Tenkasi districts,

DAMS  BRIM, SURPLUS
WATER BEING RELEASED:
IH & storage immajor dams and
reservoirs In southern Tamil
Nadu ranged between 80 and
100 per cent on Manday Tol-
lowing heavy rainfall, the
Gowemnment said.

The Army and Coast Guard
aresetto be involved inrescue
and refiefoperations anda total
of 425 disaster reliel personnel
have been deployed and
Thaothukudiairportisclosed,

While the storage in
Manimuthar dam was 83.10
per cent, it was B854 per cent

and 8073 per cent in
Papanasam and Servalar dams
respectively, anofficial release
said. Vadakku Pachayivar and
Nambiyar dams reached 100
per cenl  storage.  In
Kodumudiyar and
Kadananadhi it was B8.25 per
centand 8988 per cent. Surpius
watercontinues o be released
with copious mflows All the
damsare in Tivunelveli disteict.

In Kanyakumari district,
the storage in four key dams
and  reservoirs  ranged
between 91.77 per cent and
94.70 per cent,

About 800 train passengers
stranded for over 20 hours

MADURA ITNI, Dec 18 {PTI)

DUE 1o fionds, approximately 800 train passengers wara stranded at
Srivaikuntam in Thoothukudi district of Tamil Nadw, an official said on
Monday,

Tha passangersol & Channai bound axpress train from the temple town
of Tiruchendur were stranded for nearly 20 hours at Stivaikuntam, which
is in the worst fload-hit region.

An official said ‘all efforts are on 1o rescoe them' and NORF authari
fies have also bean alerted. The Tiruchendur-Chennsi Egmore Express
{Train No 20606] departed from Tiruchenduwr to Chennai at 20.25 hours
on December 17.

The train was, howaver, stopped at Srivaikuntam railway station, abaut
32 km away from Tiruchen fur due to heavy rain and feod situation, &
railway official said here,

In total, B00 passengars are stranded and af them, appraximately 500
are in the Seivatkuntam railway station and about 300 are in a nearhy
sthonl, he added,

The passengers could not, however, venture outside as the entire area
was heavily inundated,

Southern Raiway announced tralfic suspension on the Tiruneheli-
Tiruchendur section, between Srivaikuntam and Seydunganalior, as the
ballast has baen washad away in floods and the track is ‘hanging' and
water is flowing over the railway tracks,

A view of an inundated railway station in Thoothukudi.  (ANI)




NEW DELHI, Dec 18 (PTI)

INDIA will always remember
the contributions of Emir
Sheikh Nawafl Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah in strengthen-
ing India-Kuwail ties, External
Affairs Minister § Jaishankar
said on Mondayon the demise
of the Kuwaiti ruler.
Jaishankar visited the
Kuwaiti embassy in Delhi on
Monday morning and paid his
respects Lo the departed leader.
“Visited the Embassy of
Kuwait in Delhi today morn-
ingtoexpress condolences and
pay my respects on the pass-
ing away of His
Highness Sheikh Nawal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar during a visit to Embassy of
Kuwait to convey his condolences on the passing away of
Kuwait's Emir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah in New

Delhi on Monday.

(PTI)

jemise of Emir

Amir of the State of Kuwait,”
hesaidonX. "The Government
and people of Indiawill always
remember his notable contri-
butions tothe strengthening of
our ties,” he said.

Emir Jaber Al-Sabah,played
a key role in boosting India-
Kuwait relations, died at the
age of B6 on Saturday. India
observeda“statemourning” on
Sundayasamarkolrespectfor
the departed leader,

In the demise of Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, Kuwaithaslostavision-
ary leader who took the coun-
trytowards progress and pros-
perity, the Ministry of External
Affairs inits statement said on
Sunday.



