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As talks Imger, India
draws red lines on co

use, methane

Negotiators Debate
Over Fossil F
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Dubai: The United Nations climate
summit (COP28) went into extra time
as the wait for its final text continued
on Tuesday in absence of a common
landing zone over the language on
fossil fuels. India, too, has certain red
lines, specifically on coal use and me-
thane emission, which negotiators
have already flagged formally to get
thebest deal for the country.
Differences could not be thrashed
out despite talks rolling through the
night after the draft text came from the
presidency on

e TOI @ Monday eve-
B B ing. Negotia-
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————=={ {0.be in a hud-
dletofind a way on either to have some
strong language on fossil fuels, if not
its ‘phase-out’, or on how to have at
least some final outcome without
touching the contentious issues.

Primarily, EU and small island na-
tions have been insisting on ‘phase
out’ language for fossil fuels. The op-

position to it has been coming mainly
from all oil producing nations. India

have certain _cgn- rns
that talke BLOHN

-“yr-old Indian activist
protests at COP28 event

ﬁ& 12-year-old climate activist from
sIndiatook centre stage atthe

global climate summit on Monday
when Licypriya Kangujam from
Manipur dashed on to the stage at the
United Nations Climate Conference
2023 (COP28) in Dubali, reports
Surendra Singh. Holding a signabove
her head thatread, ‘End fossil fuels.
Save our planet and our future’, she
loudly appealed to climate delegates
from across the globe to ‘act now’.
About 60,000 delegates from 190
nations are part of this year's climate
conferencein Dubai.

Regarded as India's Greta
Thunberg, Licypriyaalso made a short
speech after rushing onthe COP28
stage withaslogan, ‘Our Leaders Lie,
People Die’ while protesting against
the use of fossil fuels for which she
received around of applause from the
audience before being escorted away.
#

emissions, including, in particular,
methane emissions globally by 2030”.
India will continue to use coal for
its development needs and it would
not opt for drastic methane emission

'~ cut as it has potential to impact its
livestock sector and paddy cultiva-

tion. The country is, therefore, lea,l"nt
to have suggested for “modulation” of

' the entire Para 39 to align it with the
- principles. of the Paris Agreement
; where anY climate action is required

circumstances ina
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AFTER the stellar success ofits
history-making Chandrayan-
3 lunar mission, ISRO is going
full throttle with its plans to
send Indian astronauts for the
firsttime on the moon by 2040,
said Chairman S Somanath.
Four test pilots from the
Indian Air Force have been
selected as  Astronaut-
Designates for the mission.
“Looking ahead, ISRO aims
to take the next step in space
exploration with the
Gaganyaan programme, plan-
ning to launch a crew of2 to 3
Indian astronauts into Low

Earth Orbit (LEO) for up to
three days before safely return-
ing them to a predefined site
in Indian waters,” he divulged
in an exclusive article for
Manorama Yearbook 2024.

Currently, they are under-
going mission-specilic train-
ing at Astronaut Training
Facility (ATF) in Bengaluru.

Theinaugural mannedspace
mission Gaganyaan involves
developing critical technolo-
gies, including a human-rated
(capable of safely transporting
humans) launch vehicle
(HLVM3), an Orbital Module
comprising a Crew Module
(CM) and Service Module (SM),
and life support systems.



Parlt passes 2 J

NEW DELHI, Dec 12 (PTI)

PARLIAMENT on Monday
passed two bills relat
Jammu and Kashmir as R
Sabha cleared them with a
voicevote, withHome Minister
Amit Shah assuring the coun-
try thatthe beginning ofa“new
and developed Kashmir” that
will be free from terrorism has
been made under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

The two bills - J&K
Reorganisation (Amendment)
Bill and J&K Reservation
(Amendment) Bill - seek to
nominate two members from
the Kashmiri migrant com-
munity and one representing
the displaced persons from
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
(PoK) to the Legislative
Assembly, besides providing
reservation to certain com-
munities in Jammu and
Kashmir.

The Home Minister said after

The two

= J&K Reorganisation (Amendment) Bill
eservation (Amendment) Bill - seek to
minate two members from the Kashmiri migrant
community and one representing the displaced

persons from Pakistan-occupied Kashmir to the
Legislative Assembly, besides providing reservation
to certain communities in Jammu and Kashmir.

the delimitation exercise in
Jammu and Kashmir to redraw
Assembly and parliamentary
constituencies, therewill be 43
assembly seats in Jammu
region -- up from present 37 -
- and 47 in Kashmir Valley, up
from 46.Shahsaid 24 seats have
been reserved in Pakistan-
occupied-Kashmir. “I am say-
ing this again Pakistan-occu-
pied-Kashmir is ours and no
one can take it from us...”

The two bills were passed by
Lok Sabha last week.

The Home Minister said, the
two billsrelated to Jammu and
Kashmir brought by the

Government would give jus-
tice to those deprived of their
rights for the last 75 years and
asserted that reservation to the
displaced people would give
them avoice in the legislature.
He also alleged that Jammu
and Kashmir suffered due to
the “mistakes” of first Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru and
listed decisions like the
“untimely” ceasefire and tak-
ing the Kashmir issue to the
United Nations among them.
The Opposition led by the
Congress, however, walked out
of the House midway during
the Home Minister’s reply.



Donald Tusk becomes
Poland’s PM; aims t
tone up ties wj

WARSAW, Dec 12 (AP)

, a leader of a Centrist party,
returned as Poland’s Prime Minister for the first
time in nearly a decade after a
vote in Parliamenton Monday,
paving the way for a new pro-
European Union Government
followingeight years of stormy
4 National Conservative rule.
Tusk, aformer EU leader who
' served as European Council
Pre31dent from 2014-2019 and has strong con-
nections in Brussels, is expected to improve
Warsaw’s standing in the bloc’s capital. He was
Poland’s Prime Minister from 2007-2014.

Tusk’s ascension to power came nearly two
months after an election which was won by a
coalition of partiesranging from Left-wing to mod-
erate Conservative. The parties ran on separate
tickets, but promised towork together underTusk’s
leadership to restore democratic standards and
improve ties with allies.

The change of power is felt as hugely conse-
quential for the 38 million citizens of the Central
European nation, where collective angeragainst
the Law and Justice party produced a record-
high turnout to replace a Government many
believed was eroding democratic norms.




Jaishankar speaks to Isr

NEW DELHI, Dec 12 (PTI)

EXTERNAL Affairs Minister S
JaishankaronTuesday spoketo his
Israeli counterpart Eli Cohen and
discussed the situation in Gaza,
Lebanonand thesafetyofmaritime
traffic in the region.

The phone conversation came
two days after Jaishankar spoke to
Palestinian Prime Minister

vyeh.
e Lo Israeli Foreign
r @elicohl. Discussed the
Gazasituation, Lebanon and safe-
tyofmaritime traffic in the region.
Will continue to remainin touch,”
the external affairs minister post-
edonX.

Israel has continued its military
offensivein Gaza as part ofits retal -
iation totheunprecedented attack

counterpart

on Israeli cities by Hamas on
October 7.

Hamaskilled around 1,200 peo-
ple in Israel and kidnapped
more than 220 others some of
whom werereleasedduringa brief
ceasefire.

Around 17,000 people have been
killed in Gaza in the Israeli offen-
sive, according to the Hamas-run
authorities in Gaza.



Bhajan Lal Sham

fst timeMLX-veComes BJP's

Oath taking
ceremony likely
on Dec 15

JAIPUR, Dec 12 (PTD

THE BJP on Tuesday picked
first-time MLA Bhajan Lal
Sharma as Rajasthan’s new
Chief Minister, endingdays of
speculation that followed its
victory in the Assembly polls.

The surprise choice was

Diya Kumari and
Prem Chand Bairwa
will be two Deputy
Chief Ministers and
Vasudev Devnani
the Speaker of the
State Assembly

announced after BJP MLAs
met here and elected the 56-
year-old legislator [rom
Sanganer as the leader ol its
legislature party. Heis at pres-
ent a Rajasthan BJP General
Secretary.

Diva Kumari and Prem
Chand Bairwa will be the
Deputy Chief Ministers and
Vasudev Devnanithe Speaker

O it MY -

New Rajasthan Chief Minister Bhajan Lal Sharma (2nd R) with his deputies Diya Kumari (R) and
Prem Chand Bairwa (extreme L), new State Assembly Speaker Vasudev Devnani (2nd L) and
BJP State President CP Joshi (C) after BJP Legislature Party meet in Jaipur on Tuesday. (PTI)

of the State Assembly, said
senior BIP leader Rajnath
Singh, wholedateam of three
party central observers to
oversee the meeting.
Following the meeting at
the BJP office here, Chief
Minister-designate Sharma
met Rajasthan Governor
Kalraj Mishra and staked
claim to form the next

Government in the State.
Party sources said the oath
taking ceremony is likely to
take place on December 15.
The BJP won 115 seals in
the November 25 assembly
elections, while the Congress
got 69 seats, Polling was held
on 199 of the 200 seats in the
State. BJP state president CP
Joshipresentedalettertothe

Governor, informing that
Sharma has been elected as
the leader of the BJP legisla-
ture party in the state, accord-
ing to a Raj Bhawan state-
ment. Kumari is a member
of the erstwhile Jaipur royal
family and a Rajput, while
Bairwa a Dalit leader and
Sharma a Brahmin. Vasudev

{Contd on page 5)
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DUBAI, Dec 12 (AP)

A STARK stand-of
countries that want a dramat-
icphase-outtofossil fuels caus-
ing damaging warming and
those that don'tcrushedhopes
for an on-time finish to a crit-
ical climate summit Tuesday.

The United Nations-led sum-
mit known as COP28 was
scheduled toend around mid-
day after nearly two weeks of
speeches, demonstrationsand
negotiations. But the climate
talks almost always run long,
andMonday'sreleaseofa draft
agreement angered countries
that insist on a commitment
for rapid phase-out of coal, oil
and gas.

Climate talks ent
No agreement

t day
on fossl fuels

Instead, the draft called for
countries to reduce “con-
sumption and production of
fossilfuels, inajust, orderlyand
equitable manner.”

Majid al-Suwaidi, COP28
Director-General, said on
Monday night's draft was
meant to get countries to start
talking and presenting what
aredeal-killers for them, which
are called “red lines.”

“The text we released was a
starting point fordiscussions,”
he said at a news conference
middayonTuesday. “When we
released it, we knew opinions
were polarised, but what we
didn’t know was where each
country’s red lines were.”

(Contd on page 5)



