


Parliament Winter sessi

THE Winter session of Parliament is likely to
commence in the sec-

ond week of December
;‘i and could conclude

l J E.._;‘ ahead of Christmas,
v sources said on
Wednesday.

The session, they
said, could commence days after the counting
of votes in five States on December 3.

Three key bills which seek to replace the IPC,
CrPC and the Evidence Act are likely to be tak-
en up for consideration during the session as

the standing committee on Home has already
adopted the three reports recently.

- -
L '. —
! ‘? s &,




.
i
.
.
.
.
H
-
-
‘
!
.
.
.
*
o
a
.
u
.
.
-
-

L R L R L E T

sessmun

casansns

-\:‘;«.‘a AT
I.._‘.O._.!t_ -_.v:o-_.‘g‘tp'_.lo-'t_-n-ono-.-o-n-cc-u

to membersh;j

calls it ¢

Brussels/Kyiv'
president Vi myr Zelens-
Ky praise@as a “historic step”
arecommendation by the Eu-
ropean Union executive Wed-
nesday to invite Kyivformem-
bership talks as soon as it me-
ets final conditions, even as it
fights torepel Russm sSwar,
The recommendation by
the European Commission is
an important milestone on
Kyiv’s road to Western integ-
ration and a geo-political gam-
bit for the EU as Ukraine has
been fighting agamst a large-
scale Russian invasion since
February 2022. The Commis-
- sion said the talks should for-

| “mally be launched once Kyiv |

‘satisfies remaining condi-

~ tions related to reining in cor-
ruption, adoptingalaw onlob-
‘bying in line with EU stan-.
dards and strengthenmg na-

Ukraine president Volodymyr
Zelensky (right) with European
Commission president Ursula von
der Leyen. EU executiveon
Wednesday recommended ho

invite Kyiv for membership talks as

soon as it meets ﬁnal condltlons

- Wednesday showed that Ky1v

met four out of seven condi-

re werenear completl
A top aide to

tionstostarttalks, thoughmo—;
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G7 Urges ‘Human

| tony Blinken sail

dnesday that Gaza sho-
uld be unified with the West
Bank under the Palestinian
Authority once the war ends,
the strongest signal yet from
the Biden administration ab-
out what it would like to see at

itarian Paus
Stops Short Of Calling For

ed governance and Gaza uni-
fied with the West Bank under
the Palestinian Authority”

“And it must include a sus-
tained mechanism for recon-
struction in Gaza, and a path-
way to Israelis and Palesti-

 forlsrael's eradication. nyr

theend of I§rael’s fightagainst nians living side by side in
Hamas. Blinken went beyond states of their own, with equal
measures of security, freedom,

- opportunity anddignity,” Blin-
l‘one Palesllnlan-ongm ken said in Tokyo, where he
lawmaker censured i had attended a meeting of for-
eign ministers from the Group

US House over stance of 7nations. He offered no det-

The US House voted Tuesday to  ails about how such an arrang-

censure Democratrepresen- ement mightbe implemented.
tative Rashida Tlaib, formally Hamas took charge of the
_ rebukingthe Gaza Strip in 2007 following a
a solePalestinian  bout of factional fighting. But
Americanin in the wake of its incursion in-
Congress forher to Israel on Oct. 7 ,Netanyahu
statementson  vowed to crush the group. Is-
thelsrael- rael’s ground invasion of Gaza
Hamas war. has raised questions about the
Twenty- two Democrats joined political settlement to follow

and the potential role for the
Palestinian Authority, which
administers parts of West
Bank and the 2.7 million Pales-
tinians wholive there underits
president, Mahmoud Abbas.
specifically cited a video Tlaib In Tokyo, foreign ministers
published on social media contai- from the world’s major indus-
ning the phrase “fromtheriverto trialised democracies called
thesea”,apro-Palestinianrally- on Wednesdayfor “humaplta_r
ing crythat s viewed by many ian pauses” in the fighting in
Jews as antisemitic and calling

most Republicans to pass the
resolution, which accuses Tlaib
of “promoting false narratives”
and of “calling for the destruction
of the state of Israel.” The vote
was 234-188. The resolution

and to help protect Palestinian

civilians, adding to pressure

remarks by the White House, on the Israeli government to

which on Tuesday cautioned relent in its assault on the en-

Israel against reoccupying Ga-  clave. The statement by the G7

zaaﬁermeendafxmwarmth nations stopped short dst!.ea]l
Net: i ‘

.: ar internation al ‘humas \‘T‘
andaspitahuns the itreof anlam”thestatemmatsaid.“m
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Gaza to allow moreaid to enter

Israelis hold a candlelit v|g|l in TeI Aviv on Tuesday to mark one month
of the October 7 attack by Hamas on Israel

Israel: Key attack planner
cornered in Gaza bunker,
Hamas armourer killed

'housands of Palestinian

I civilians trudged in afor-
lorn procession out of

the north of the Gaza Strip on

Wednesday seeking refuge fr-
om Israeliairstrikes and fierce
ground fighting between Israe-
1i troops and Hamas militants,
However, the central and sout-
hern parts of the small, besie-
ged Palestinian enclave were
also under fire as the war bet-
ween its Hamas rulers and Is-
rael entered its second month.
id an air strike that hit houses
in Nusseirat refugee camp kil-

-ledlampleonWednwday

p H Hﬁiv 1dlllas

says
itsﬂghtershavemmctedhm

R S =L

vy losses. About 15,000 people
flednorthern Gazaon Tuesday
— triple the number that left
Monday, UN monitorssaid .
They are using Gaza’s main
north-south highway during a
daily four-hour window anno-
unced by Israel. Thousands of
others remain inside the encir-
cled north, including at Gaza
City’smain Al Shifa hospital.
The Israeli military said on
Wednesday two separate strik-
eseliminated aleading Hamas
armourer, Mahsein Abu Zina,
and fighters engaged in anti-
tank or ground-to-ground roc-
ket fire. Israel also said that Ya-

HmnasleadermGazaandbdl

ershavebeenkﬂled. AP&REUTERS

hya Sinwar, the most senior
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Rajat.Pandit@timesg

New Delhi: The Army is slowly but
steadily bolstering the strike, sur-
veillance and airlift capabilities of
its aviation corps, with plans under-
way to induct126light utility helicop-
ters, 90 Prachand combat choppers,
six heavy-duty Apache gunships and
25 more advanced light helicopters
as well as satcom-enabled weapon-
ised drones and air-launched Helina
anti-tank guided missiles.

The Army Aviation Corps (AAC)
is now planning to set up additional
integrated aviation brigades after
thefirstthreecameupduringtheon-
going over three-year-old military
confrontation with China in eastern

Ladakh, with two of them deployed

along the line of actual control and
one on the western front with Pakis-
nt;an senior officers said on Tuesday.

gresswe induction of new

choppers will also see the 12-lakh

strong Army finally begin to retlre- i

its 0ld Cheetah and Cheta

ters — workhorses in high-alti

helicop-

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
ooooo

ics (HAL)should startdelivering the
new light utility helicopters (LUHSs)

in the 3-tonne class...this entire

process of phasingout the Cheetah/

Chetak fleet and replacing them will

take around 10-12 years. Some chop-

pers will also be leased in the inter-

im. Eventually, the AAC needs 250

LUHs,” an officer said.

The armed forces have been de-
manding new LUHSs to replace their
over 350 Cheetah/Chetak choppers ,
which areof thedesign vintage of the
1960s, lack modern avionics and in-
built safety mechanisms, for almost
two decades now.While this will take
some time, the AAC is forging ahead
well on other fronts. The recent in-
duction of satcom-enabled Israeli
Heron Mark-II drones, which can

- stay airbornefor 35hours ata stretch,

for instance, has boosted strategic

2 surveﬂlance alongthe LAC.

The AAC will also get new Israeh
Hermes 900 StarLiner remotely-pﬂot-
ed aircraft systems early next year.
Themega$3bﬂhoncontractforaltop- vy

itude "*’ﬂ notch armed MQ-9B Reaper or Preda- |

areasbutdogged by ahlgh crash rate ~ tor-B drones — 15 for Navy and 8 each |

—from 2027 onwards,
“By then, Hmdustam Aeronaut

] ig'l
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Spat With Canada,
West Asia Conflict

Times News Network

New Delhi: In the 5th 2+2 ministe-
rialmeeting on Friday, India and the
US will look to build upon the gains
from Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di’s landmark state visit earlier this
year, with a focus on defence technol-
ogy transfer and coproduction, stra-
tegic technology collaborations, nu-

“The 2+2 will enable a high-level
review of progress being made in
Cross-cutting aspects of defence and
security cooperation, technology val-
uechain collaborations and people-to-
people ties,” said the statement, add- :
ing thatthe ministers willreview pro- :
gressin thefuturisticroadmapforthe
India-US partnership as envisioned
by Modi and Biden during their meet-
ings in June and September.

After their summit in June, Biden
had visited India in September for the
(G20 and met Modi on the sidelines. A
major takeaway from Modi’s state vis-
itwasthe MoU signed by GE and HAL
formanufacture of fighter jet engines

clear cooperation, and people- [
to-people ties. China and the | i
- Indo-Pacific, including Quad |

mas and Ukraine-Russia wars
are among the global and re- \
gional issues the two sides will

 look to address. .

India’s diplomaticspat _w1th Can-

ada is also likely to figure in foreign
minister S Jaishankar’s bilateral

. meeting with his counterpart Anto-

- nyBlinken on themarginsof the2+2
talks, Secretary of defense Lloyd

~ Austin will also have a bilateral

~ Meeting with defence minister Raj- ‘

'~ nath Singh, said the government in

~ its  official announcement on .

‘ wednesday, as the two sides IQQR ton

 Teaffirm the India-US Comprehen-

~ SiveGlobal Strategic Partnership. -

:_I 4 . 'd e s
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~ Bidentoattend th

in India. This followed the an- :
nouncement last year by Biden :

| and Modi of the initiative on
cooperation, and Israel-Ha- [ ==&

Criticaland Emerging Technol-
ogy (iCET) under which India
and the US have worked to a fi-

e nalise a defence industrial

dmap for joint development and
production, munition related tech-
nologies, and other systems.

The2+2will discuss progress un-
der the initiative before it comes up
forannualreview by the NSAsin Ja- |

nuary. Thetwosidesarealsolooking

tofinalisean agreement for develop-
ment of next generation small mod-

ular reactor technologies.India will

also hope for the confirmationof an |
official acceptance of the invite for




 Eye on China, US glves |
$553m for

Colombo-port project

: New Delhi: move that
: signals Washington’sintent to
: confront China’s growing in-
: fluence in India’s neighbour-
: hoodand hascomeasashotin
: arm for the Adani Group, the
: US International Develop-

: ment Finance Corporation

: (DFC)on Wednesday announ-
: ced a funding of $553 million
¢ (around Rs 4,600 crore) for a

: pChina base in Oman

: worries US, P 24

. » ‘Indian scribe targeted
: with NSO spyware’, P 20

: deepwater shipping contai-
: nerterminalat Colombo Port,
: which is beingdeveloped with
i AdaniPortsasaJV parmm
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STRATEGIC MOVE

> US financing for the largest
& busiest transshipment port
in the Indian Ocean is seen as
an attempt to counterbalance
China’s influence in

Sri Lanka, where it funded
and built a deepwater port in
Hambantota, as well as

the South Asia region

> After the India Middle East
Economic Corridor, this is the
second major initiative where :
the US has played a key role

isseenasabidtocounterbalan- :
ce China’s influence in the co-
untry, where it built a deepwa-
ter port in Hambantota, as well
asﬂnSoummmmMmu

sesnnese Hﬂlmyy seesene
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148 v 133: India beats Chi
In QS univ rankings for 7

Bombay & Delhi I1Ts In Top 50, 5 C

Manash Pratim gopain &
Hemalj Chhapia | rnv

oW Delhi: Ingja has su
Passed China as the mostrer-
resented higher education

4 - Top 200

System in Asia with 148 fea: | 149 [ T-Bombay
§u1ed Universitjes, 37 more ‘
than.last year: Mainland Chi- 46 46 0 197 IIT-Delhi
naWlth1331111i\rm-siiiesisse*~“ [ 53 53 0 285 lIT-Madras
ond and Japan with 96 the 58 5 5
third highest represented in | 6 225 | lisc, Bangalore
the latest QS World Universi: 5 | 61 2 271 | IIT-Kharagpur
ty Rankings for Asia. J 3
_ IITfBombay and IT-Del- 6 66 3 278 lIT-Kanpur
hiareamong thetop50, while J 94 85 9 407 University of Delhi
thereare five other Indianin- -
stitutions in top 100, A total ‘ 11 | 124 | 13 364 | IIT-Guwahati
of 856 institutions from 25 116 | 114 2 369 | IT-Roorkee (IITR)
countries have been listed in ‘ A y
the rankings released on ? 117 | 119 2 606 Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi
Wednesday. [IT- Bombay | 179 | 185 6 427 | Anna University, Chennai
leads nationally in both QS’s _ ekt =l ol
aCaqemiC and e]'ﬂplﬂyer l:ep. J 187 181 6 847 UnlverSIty Of Ca]cutta
Utation indicators, drawing 199 | 207 8 1084 | Banaras Hindu University
on the expertopinion of over |
1.4 lakh academics and em- | TOP PERFORMING INDIAN INSTITUTIONS BY INDICATOR
ployers. It ranks within the et e gy e -
top 20 Asian institutions for : _ ”““ b e e B ST e ad
employer reputation. DR on E-'l R _:_tit_m_..__ R T oA
Some of the highlights for R W TS P L Gt I g o TR T =
mdign e Iverstiat e lon Papers per Faculty | Anna University 1
key indicators are outstand- IIT-KGP, IIS, IT-K; IIT-Mandi, IIT-Ropar, I|T-Bhubaneswar, Indian
inglevelof researchoutput by Staff with PhD | Institute of Science Education and Research, Indian Institute of 1
VOlumgisg:;er?ﬁmmr;’;hkgd“'lth Information Technology, Design & Mfg Kancheepuram
arour 0 O e uni-
versities being either stable Faculty Student | North Eastern Hill University
or having improved; highly

trained faculty; and signifi-
cant improvementfor specific
institutions even while they
lag behind peers in interna-
tionalisation indicators.
Year-on-year performance
revealed 21 for Indian univer-
sities improving, 15 remain-
ingunchanged and 37 new en-
tries. In fact, India takes thei-
on’s share of the new entries,
while Mainland China saw
qmysevennewadditionstoits
hst‘of ranked institutions,
“The Increasing vigibilj-
ty of Indian universities in
the Q8 rankings reflects the
dyr}amm €xpansion of In-
dia’s higher education land-
Scape,” said Ben Sowter, se-
nior vice president at Qs,
adding, “While the signifi-
‘cant growthmi‘:lt the number

ment in the region's
nal profile, it also 1Jlumi-
s the path ahead for In-

gosstt

OO R dvagoars
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Citations per Paper

Shoolini University of Biotechnology
and Management Sciences

Employer
Reputation

|IT-Bombay

Outbound
Exchange Students

Amity Uniw_ersl'ty._ ok o |

dia to further elevate its
standing in the global aca-
demic community.”

While India falls below
the regional average in aca-
demic reputation (11.8 points
as against regional average
of 19) and employer reputa-
tion (9.6 as against 18), it
achieves the second-best re-

gional results in papers per’

faculty (86 against 14.8)
among the higher education
systems, India also achieves

i t average score for fac-

and a highly qualified facul-
ty. In @8’ staff with PhD indi-
cator, nine of the top 10 uni-
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Fernane

dian Institute of Sclencgi
Bengaluru bagging the top
spotinAsia: SUELE S

~India produces an excep:
tional amount of research
and boasts of seven of Asia’s A
10 best universities in terms  of aca
of papers per faculty with — pressed h
Anna University achieving
regional pre-eminence in re-
search productivity, securing
the first spotin this j

“Our citation per

Yor

'know that we are on the top
and things seem to be going_h
ne,” sald Subhasis Chaud- e

ant LT YT TT
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