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“Nepal PM to meet Xi durin

day visit to China from Sep-
tember 23 for talks with the top
Chinese leadership, including
President Xi Jinping, on ways
to further bolster bilateral tie

« Detweenthetwoneigh- mms

bours. Prachanda will &

also attend theopening Sl $i
ceremony of the 19th ’*r-— )
Asian Games in the SRR

eastern Chinesecity of [
Hangzhou on Septem- ==

* ber 23, Nepal’s foreign mini-
stry said on Thursday.

“PM Prachanda is paying
an official visit to China from
September 23 to 30 at the invi-
tation of Li Qiang, premier of

= the state council of the Pep-
ple’s Republic of China,” said
the statement issued by the
Nepal foreign ministry Pra-
. Cchanda’s delegation to China
will also include several Nepal
government cabinet mini-
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,includingtheforeignmi-

nister. Prachanda will hold a :

bilateral meeting with his co- :
unterpart Premier Li Qiang, :
and also meet Zhao Leji, chair- :
man of the standing commit- :
tee of the National People’s
Congress in Beijing. :
During the mee- :

tings, the two sides :

will have an in-depth :

| exchange of viewson :

deepening traditio- {
#| nalfriendship,expan- :
=== ding mutually benefi- :
cialcooperationandinterna- : -
tional and regional issues of :
mutual interest, Chinese fo- :
reign ministry spokesperson : ¢
Mao Ning said. The PM will :
alsoaddress the China-N epal : (
Investment Summit jointly : j
organised by China Council : uy
forthe Promotionof Interna. : g
tional Trade and Federation :
of Nepal Chamber of Com. : r
merceand IndustriesandNe- : g
paliEmbassy in Beijing, pry . g
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Zelensky tries to woc

 Jawmakers for war aid

| Ahead Of Biden Meet, Russi;
: krainePI‘BSidentVO? A i
Zelen: ade p
: %maiquﬁv/ 4
! git to Washington on Thurs- "8
: day to shore up US support

for Ukraine, deliveringan up-

beat message on the war’s pr-
ogress while facing new qu-
estions about the flow of

American dollars that for 19

months has helped keep his

troops in thefight against Ru-
¢ ssian forces. Zelenskycame

to the Capitol with a firm me-
ssagein private talks with Re-
publican and Democraticlea-
ders. The Ukrainians have a
solid war plan, and “they are
winning”, lawmakers quoted
him as assuring them, at a ti-
methat the world is watching
Western support for Kyiv.

He will also meet with
President Joe Biden at the

White House and spoke with  attacked by Ukraine's defence forces, but gave no further
military leaders at the Penta-  details. Anintelligence source said the attack was carried out
gon. Biden has been working by the SBU security service and navy using dronesand Neptune
;g ssshtt‘())lr"e up ?ilélllfortalln &Ogﬁ- cruise missiles. The attack “hit the targetand causeddserious
an addition - damage” i i ,the source said. REUTERS
Tion Inmilitary and Fudis ge”to equipmentatthe air base, the il T
tarian aid for Ukraineatati- entrenched defences,” Inde- led Moscow’s invasion —€ri- :
me when some Republican  pendent Senator AngusKing minal” ata speech at the UN
lawmakers are growing in- said. “They believe they will ~on Wednesday Russia IBunc:
creasingly scepticalof Kyiv's make slow but steady pro- hed its biggestmiss c:ois Ui %
slow-moving counteroffensi-  gress, but it's not going tobe  inweeksat targeS5 L ¢
ve. “If wedon’tgettheaid,we quick.” Zelensky’s trip is raine hlﬁfnggt zensandda- :
will lose the war,” Zelensky. happening at a critical time, €S, v{oundmg facilities, lea-  :
said inameetingwithatleast asUkrainestrugglestobreak magingenerey o, incoye
50 senators, as recounted af  through Russian frontlines dingtop according t0 Uk- :
terward by the Senate majo-  in a counteroffensive being ral %ﬁﬁﬁ Russiatar-
rity leader, Chuck Schumer:  fought in the south and east,  T&MEET 5 Yy west, near
% Ely geted Lviv Pola_[‘ld. and :
House Republican lea- before the border With " Jiners
ders had promised tough qu-  bringsf bil. Kharkiv, close ' Uciellag
estions for Zelensky on his | ~ eastern front " e:'nd Rivne.
plans for winning Ukraine’s Kyl »cheﬂmstm sald
counteroffensive against ' edgoof thedd:
vading Russian forces jafired A4
15 E]W umnmm o . -5
ugh, very tough to ov 4
s staunci!

its Ukraine
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NOT ON SAME PAGE: Republican House Speaker Kevin McCarthy
(inset), who faces opposition on support for Ukraine among followers
aligned with Donald Trump, notably chose not to join in greeting
Zelensky (C) before the cameras. That left House Democratic leader
Hakeem Jeffries (L) to escort the Ukrainian president into the Capitol

L ] - , u L) L) L ]
Kyiv ‘hits’ Crimea air base, Russia denies

kraine’s military said on Thursday its forces had struck a

Russianair base in Crimea overnight, but anadvisertoa
Russian-installed official on the peninsula said none of

Ukraine’s missiles had hit their target. A brief military
statement said the Saky air base in western Crimea had been
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With Cops To
Get Arrested
Men Freed

Prabin.Kalita@timesgroup.com

: Guwahati: At least 15 people
i were wounded in Manipur’s
: Imphalvalleyon Thursday as
; protesters clashed with secu-
: rity forces when they tgied to
i storm police stations and
: court arrest, demanding the
unconditional release of five
men arrested on Saturday
for impersonating policemen
and carryingfirearms.

As a precautionary mea-
sure, the state government
clamped total curfew inImphal
Eastand Imphal Westdistricts.
The curfew relaxation hours,
which were in effect from 5am
to 9pm on Thursday, were
withdrawn from 5pm, and re-
strictions on movement were
enforced in all areas of the
twoadjoining valley districts.

The protesters, respon-
ding to a call by six local clubs
and Meira Paibis (women ac-
tivists), demonstrated by hold-
ing placards and shouting slo-
gans whileattemptingtoenter
Andro and Porompat police
stations in Imphal East, and

Mayang Imphal police out-

Singjamei, Kwakeithel and -

A

Normal life in Imphal valley

was paralysed by a 48-hour bandh called.

by

Mesira Paibis and local clubs, demanding release of the 5 arrested men

posts in Imphal West district.

They demanded the re-
leaseof thefivearrested men,
claiming that they were vil-
lage defence volunteers.

In response, police and
RAF personnel used tear gas
shells to disperse the crowds.
The five men remain in police
custody. According to police,
one of them is a trained
member of a banned militant
outfit of the state, while an-
other is a drug addict run-
ning arehabilitation centre.

Eralier, normal life in the
Imphal valley was paralysed

by a 48-hour bandh called by

Meira Paibis and local clubs,
demanding the release of the
arrested men. The bandh
ended Wednesday. The orga-
nisations asked people

assemble at their

and ammunition, including
mortar shells. A joint team of
Assam Rifles and state police
seized four mortar bombs
hidden in bushes during a
search in Kangpokpi district.
“Search operations were
conducted by security forces
in the fringe and vulnerable
areas of Imphal West, Thou-
bal, Bishnuput, Kangpokpi
and Churachandpur dis-
tricts in which one arm, two
local pumpi guns, 50 ammu-
nition and eight explosives
were recovered from Imphal
West and Kangpokpl dis-
fricts,” thepolice tweeted.
Police have installed 127

cts ant_i detain
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Delhi HC cuts
fine on two
convicted
Manipur rebels

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi high court
on Thursday reduced the fine
imposed on two convicted
members of Manipur-based
terrorist organisation Kan-
gleipak Communist Party
(KCP), who had pleaded guilty
inaterrorcase, saying theirad-
mission of guilt is a clear indi-
cation of possibility of reform.

Pavingthe way for theirre-
lease after seven years behind
bars, HC reduced the fine
from Rs 39,000 to Rs 9,000 each,
imposed on convicts Khoiram
Ranjit Singh and Pukhrihon-
gam Prem Kumar Meiti after
takingnotethat their families
are not in a financial position

‘to pay the entire amount as

a result of which the duo
will have no alternative but
undergo default sentence of
additional 30 months.

A bench of Justices Sidd-

 harth Mridul and Anish Dayal
- said there is no reason why

they are being penalised for |

= their poor financial condition

- sincethathasnorelationtothe
for Sentence undergone for the of- 5
 fences they were convicted of.
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;—Tlndia suspends visa for
asks Ottawa to down

L e

s - L SRR B -~ By |
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. NoE-Visas Too:
can't Apply From

3rd Countries

sachin.Parashar
@timesgroup.com

i New Delhi: Describing Cana.
i daasasafe haven for terporig.
i ts, a characterisation it haqg
i used so far only for Pakistan,
i ded visa processing services
i intheNorth American count-
i 1y, saying Indian diplomats
i were unable to perform their
i dutiesbecauseof threats from
i Khalistan forces,
i Reiterating that Canadi.
i an diplomats were involved
! inanti-Indiaactivities, India
i also asked Ottawa to reduce
i ltsdiplomatic strength here.
i The Centre said there had to
! be parity between diploma-
i tic presence in both countri-
i 8 a8 Canada had a much
i stronger presence here than
i theother way around.
i Amid the raging diploma-
tiedispute over allegations by
Canadian PM Justin Trudeau
that India might be involved
inthekilling of pro-Khalistan
activist and Canadian natio-
nal Hardeep Singh Nijjar, In-
dia also suspended e-visa faci-
lity for Canadian citizens and
i Sald they won't be allowed to
i @pply for Indian visa even
i from third countries. .
{  With Canada yet to provi-
i deany evidence oreven infor-
{ Mation linking India to the
! killing, the Centre called Tru-
i deau’'sallegations “politically
! motivated” and marked by
! prejudice as Canada had ex-

{ pelled an Indian diplomat on-
{ lyonthebasisof allegations.

_ While details on how Can-
3 ‘%wmreduqeits_smﬂ” stren-

rl!".“""_"""“

Canadians,

‘I[l_] r}‘ll\ n

If there is any country
that needs to look at this
(reputational damage)... it

is Canada and its growing
reputation as a safe haven for
terrorists, extremists, and for
organised crime

: o L1 TT]

E and documents ‘
like OCI cards are free to
travel to India. Theissue (AR
is incitement of violence,
inaction by Canada, creation
of an environment that
disrupts the functioning of
our high commission and
consulates and the security
threats faced by them Deserted counters of visa and im
m“’- mfoged Canada High Commission of Canada in Delhi on Thurs
in strength and rank | Weare willing to look at any
equivalence in our mutual } specific information that is
diplomatic presence. Their | provided to us (in the Nijjar
numbers here (in India) are i killing case), but have so far
very much higher than ours received no specific information.
in Canada... | assume there [ Trudeau's allegations are
will be a reduction from the | politically motivated and there
Canadian side : Is a degree of prejudice

~Excerpts from MEA briefing

Not looking to provoke, Trudeau party

b}
let’s work together to
: " Trud
uncover truth’: Trudeau

New York: Canada's prime

minister Justin Trudeau sa- mnltsﬂrbm

id Thursday that his country | a country
was not looking to “provoke m’:‘"’“‘ '"m o

or cause problems” with In- i %

dia in a raging diplomatic We're not 'to'm""

row overthekilling of aKha- o looking Mplllﬂﬁ!_
listani extremist as he urged cause problems. "':e
New Delhi to work together :
with Ottawa to “uncover the

truth” of the matter.

“We call upon the Indian

government to take serious-

ly this matter and to work

with us to shed full transpa-
rency and ensure accounta-
bility and justice in this mat- :
ter,” Trudeausaid. of the UN General Assembly.

“We are a country of the Asked if his government

rule of law. We are goin

MP takes on
Khalistan camp

Chidanand Rajghatta | T

l )isqulet in Canadian PM
/ Justin Trudeau's Liberal
Party over his alleged codd-
ling of the pro-Khalistan
camp came to the fore Thurs-
day when Chandra Arya, a
Hindu MP from his party, said
that the “vast majority of our
Canadian Sikh brothers and
sisters do not support the
movement”. '
The statement came anﬁd
a section of Sikh MPs, led by
Liberal Party’s Sukh Dhali-
wal, railing about “excesses”
against the community in In-
dia. Arya accused US-based
separatist Gurpatwant Singh
Pannunof theoutlawed Sikhs
for Justice (SFJ) of trying to

Ter




- After 27-yr wait, w
quota bili c

Lo

RS Passes Bill
214-0 After
11-Hour Debate

Dipak Dash & Akhilesh Singh | TNN

i New Delhi: The long and see-

mingly interminable wait for

parliamentary clearance for

: women’s quota in legislatu-

res ended on Thursday, and
onanemphaticnote,asRajya

Sabha unanimously endor-

L Il N TN SR Y

b

‘blies of all states
 Delhi and Pudt

sed the Constitution '(128th
Amendment) Bill 2023 that
seeks to reserve one-third of
seats in Lok Sabha and state
legislatures.

» All women vice-chairs in
RS on day of vote, P 16

- Theunanimous vote 214-0,

a rare if not the only one so

far, clears the way for the go-

vernment to secure the Presi-
dent’s assent — a prerequisi-
te but yet a formality. o
Once enacted, the wo-
men’s quota bill (Nari Shakti
P! Vandan Adhiniyam) will au-

tomatically apply to &

__ third of seats in Lok Sabha :

- and state assemblies for wo- ry its first PM from the other &
men will not only instil pub- : backward castes (OBC) was &
lictrust in the processbutal- : countered by membersof the

50 protect against future ju-

vernment sources.P16 .\ the community. P16 |
vernment sources told TOI tive to decide tp; it;‘ggg';h
~ thatthe amendment doesnot ~ assemblies whic 2
‘need to be ratified by half Lhe - inthematter.
states because it is Parlia- P16
I:!iéxlt.‘NE’f tjll’lj?ag? tl;é? I);131101;!l- l"l"'lilt‘." -------------------

"

in 2 days

. 'Thlslsnotmerelyal islatio e
U S “ countless women wh?mmsozrm nggli?ﬁ.t?nm
utions...

7 has been enriched by th contri

S Vg enriche eir resilien

This historic step Isacommltmentctgaeguﬂng tll)wir ;
"W, voices are heard even more effectively —PM Modi

(Paraphrasing Kabir's doha, on | o

implementing quota) Kal karne ko aaj. fu Yogm 21’55'2‘3”'
karo, aaj karne ka ab karo, pal mein B =
pralai hoga toh phir karenge kab $ SOt b sall throw

LS 454-2, set to clear
. —Mallikarjun Kharge | Cong -2 ¥ & h“ﬂ‘
| support this bill. But when will this
govt learn that this is a parliamentary
democracy and not an army
commando operation where you need
secrecy, surprise and stealth?
—Derek 0’Brien | TMC e

‘Delimitation-based : Nadda claim on OBC.
quota will instil trust’ : PM draws counter-"‘i

aking delimitation the :
basis for reserving one-
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claim in Rajya Sabha that
hispartyhadgiventhe count-

opposition whosaid HD Dey

dicial challenge, said go- i Gowdawasthefirst PM frox




