


SRINAGAR. Aug 8 (PTT)

WITH the Supreme Court
deadlineforholding Assembly
polls looming large, the
Election Commission (EC] held
a series ol meetings in Jammu
and Kashmiron Thursday with
political parties and district
heads of the civil administra-
tion and police in order 1o get
afeedback forholding the elec-
tion.

The EC team, led by Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC)
Rajiv Kumar and including
election commissioners
Gyanesh Kumar and 8§ §
Sandhu, met representatives
of registered political parties,
including the National
Conference (NC), People's

Security personnel keep vigil as a team of the Election
Commission of India (ECI) is scheduled to meet various political

parties to take feedback in view of the pre

paredness for

Assembly polls in Jammu and Kashmir at SKICC in Srinagar on

Thursday.
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Democratic Party (PDP),
Bharativa Janata Party (BJP),

Congress and Jammu and
Kashmir Panthers Party (JKPP),

pdiate Assembly

at the International
Convention Centre (SKICC)
here. Immediate Assembly
polls in Jammu and Kashmir
was the dominant demand of
all the political leaders who
mel the visiting EC team.

Assembly polls have not
been held in Jammu and
Kashmir since 2014. The polls
were due to be held in early 2019
lollowing thedissolution ofthe
legislative body of the erstwhile
state in 2018,

However, after the bifurca-
tion of Jammu and Kashmir
into Union territories in August
2019, the Assembly polls could
not be held due to various rea-
sons, including a delimitation
exercise thatwascompletedin
2022,

etings with EC

Talkingtoreportersalier par-
ty-wise meetings with the EC
delegation, the leaders said
they were unanimous in their
demand for immediate
Assembly polls in Jammu and
Kashmir.

They also demanded that a
level-playing field should be
ensured in the polls for the
restoration of democracyin the
Union Territory.

The Supreme Court has
directed theCentreto conclude
the election process by
September 30. The poll sched-
ule is vet to be announced by
the EC, with just a little over
seven weeks left for the dead-
line.

The BIP also batted for
immediate Assembly polls.
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DEFENDING champion ndia's Moaraj Chopra
coild mof repeat his feal in Pars and had fggal-
ity with 8 silvar medal in jvalin throw bafl
Pakistan's Arshad Nadesm who craalad an
Oiymipic recerd a1 tha Stade de Francs Stadiom
um Thursday night.

Kadaam threw o mongter throw of 92.87m
in his socond gttampt which nono of tha 12
throwars could breach.

Neearaj, the 2020 Tokyo Games gold madal-
list, thre his spaar B9 .45 matres in his sacand
attemgt ta settle a the sacond spot, 'With his
silver, Chopra became first Indian track-and-fiekd

athleta fa win twa Olympie madals.

Gresmaela®s Anderson Peters claimed
the branze meda! with g thraw ot 88,54
matros.

This was India’s filth medal, first
siver, ot Pariz Games, The Indian shoot-
wrg won thria bronza madals sarlaer in
the compatimn while iha men's hock-
my fesm clmred {her second sugcas-
aive bronze medal garfer i the day.

The 26-year-ald Neara) cama 1o Panz
lawing wean thi Fedaration Cup in India
in May and the Paavo Murm Gamaz in
Finfand in Juna.

Tha defending champion finished

second at the Dok Diamond Lea jus, his firsd gut-
iy ot 2024, wath a thin-seagan bext of BB.3Em.

Chopra qualitied for the Paria Olympics finals
wiith & huge throw of 39.34 metres on his first
attempl, on Tuasday.

This fmme, the gualdy of the Rald was batter
than Tokye. Nina throvears crossad the autamat-
it firal round gualificaton made of B4m in Panis
asagainst siz in Takyn, Dut of the nine, five made
it to the final round with ther frst thows,

On Tharsdny, Nearay's first attampt was a foul
as hig night foeol crassad the lina

I thit seeond attempt he recordad bis season's
bezt throw with B9.45m. The saazan's bast atfort
it the Indian's anly lagitimats theow of thi avening.
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ﬁenewed momentum generated
in India-New Zealand ties: Murmt

B President Murmu arrives i

WELLINGTON, Aug 59PTI)

PRESIDENT Droupadi®
on Thursday said there is a
renewed momentumin India-
New Zealand bilateral relations,
generated by high-level con-
tactsand growingengagement
across a range of sectors.

Murmu arrived in New
Zealand on Wednesday on the
second leg of her three-nation
tour. She was accorded Royal
Guard of Honouronherarrival
in the country.

The official X handle of the
President of India said
Governor General Dame Cindy
Kiro hosted a State Banquet in
honourofPresident Murmu at
Government House. The ban-
quet was attended by several
New Zealand dignitaries,
including Prime Minister
Christopher Luxon, as well as
eminentrepresentativesofthe
New Zealand Indian commu-
nity. “President Murmu said
that thereis arenewed momen-
tum in our bilateral relations,
generated by high-level con-
tacts and increased engage-
ment acrossa range of sectors.
Governor General Dame Kiro
hailed President Murmu for
her commitment and initia-
tives for the upliftment of all
sections ofsociety,” it said, shar-
ing a series of photographs
from the banquet.

Earlier in the day, Murmu
and Luxon reaffirmed their
commitment toenhance bilat-
eral ties, especially in educa-

ealand

President Droupadi Murmu being received upon her arrival at the

airport, in Wellington.

(PTI)

tion, trade and culture.

“A boost to India-New
Zealand partnership! President
Droupadi Murmu @rashtrap-
atibhvn held discussions with
PM @chrisluxonmp of New
Zealand. Bothsides reaffirmed
their commitment to enhanc-
ing bilateral ties, especially in
education, trade and culture,”
the Ministry of External Affairs
posted on X.

Murmu alsodiscussed bilat-
eral ties and ways to enhance
cooperationacross various sec-
tors during her talks with
Governor General Kiro and
Deputy Prime  Minister
Winston Peters.

“President DroupadiMurmu
held a meeting with Governor
General Dame Cindy Kiro of
New Zealand. Both leaders
hailed the warm and friendly
relationship between the two
countriesand discussed coop-

erationacrossvarioussectors,”
the President’s Office said ina
poston X. Later, Peters, whois
also the Foreign Minister, called
on President Murmu.

“Both leaders acknowledged
the progress in bilateral rela-
tions and deliberated upon
ways of enhancing coopera-
tioninseveral areas,” heroffice
said. Murmu also addressed
the New Zealand International
Education Conference in
Wellington.

During her address, the
President spoke about the
transformative power of edu-
cation, “Education has always
been close to my heart. I have
seen and experienced first-
hand the transformative pow-
er of education. Education is
not just an individual endeav-
our, butalsoavehicle forsocial
change and nation building,”
she said.



