Race against time: Desperate seai'ches continue

Rescue operation continues at the landslide-
hit Chooralmala in Wayanad district on
Saturday. (PTI)

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, Aug 3 (PTI)

KERALA Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan said
on Saturday that search and rescue operations
indisaster-hitWayanadarein their final stages,
but 206 people
remain missing.

Addressing the
media here,
Vijayan  said,
there is dilficulty
in identifying the dead bodies and parts recov-
ered from the Chaliyar river.

“Till now, 218 bodies have been recovered,
of which 80 are women, 98 are men, and 30 are
children. Asmany as 148 bodies havebeenhand-
ed over so far. There are 206 people missing.
Eightv-one people are injured and are under
treatment in various hospitals,” he said.

The Chiel Minister said 67 bodies are yet 1o
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Ukhand: 10,500 rescue

RUDRAPRAYAG, Aug 3 (PT1)

ms stranded
tothe Himalayan
akhand entered its
“More than 10,500 people
havebeen ated, someairlifted byairforce
helicopters. Officials said around 1,300 pilgrims
are stranded in Kedarnath, Bhimbali and
Gaurikund, and are safe,

Personnelofthe State Disaster Response Force
(SDRF), the National Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) and police are engaged in the rescue
operation. The Indian Air Force's Chinook and
MI17 helicopters airlifted some pilgrims from
thearea on Friday. Rudraprayag Superintendent
of Police {(SP) Vishakha Ashok Bhadane dis-
missed rumours of a large number of people
missing following a cloudburst near the trek-
route. “Almost all reported individuals have
reached home,” the official said and appealed
to the public not to believe rumours.

Rescue work underway after landslides
trigerred by heavy rain damaged the
Kedamath pedestrian route on Saturday. (PTI)

Search and rescue operation continues
following cloudburst in Rampur area of Shimla
district of Himachal on Saturday. (PTI)

SHIMLA, Aug 3 (PT)

RESCUE operation to trace about 45 people
who went missing after cloudbursts in three
districts of Himachal Pradesh resumed on
Sawrday but there has been no success so far,
With the recovery of a body from Rajban vil-
lage in Mandi, the death toll has increased (o
nine. A total of 410 rescuers from teams of
Army, NDRE ITBE SDRE, CISE, police and home
guards are involved in the hunt with the help
of drones, officials said on Saturday. So far,
eight people have died in the flash floods trig-
gered by cloudburst in Nirmand, Sainj and
Malana areas in Kullu, Mandi's Padhar and
Shimla’s Rampur subdivision on Wednesday.
Flash floods and landslides dueto doudbursts
and heavy rains have led to the closure of 114
roads in Himachal Pradesh, while the
weather departument warned that heavy show-
ers would continue in the state till August 7.
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Violence in Manipur within 24 hours of pact

IMPHAL, Aug 3 {PT11

SHOTS were firedand an aban-
doned house was worched in
Manipur's Jirtham, (riggering
[resh tensions within a day of
the Meitei and Hmar commu-
nities reaching an agreement
1o make efforts to restore nor-
maley in the district, offclals
said an Saurday,

An abandoned house in
Lapani village was torched by
armed men on Fridey night,
thiey said,

"It Is an isolated settlement
consisting of Few Meitei hous-
s, and most of those were
abandonsd  after violence
broke out in the district,
Miscreants, who are yet 1o be
identified, 100k advantage of

IMPHAL. Ausg 3 (PTIH

TEN  Kuki-Zo MLAs

Manipur wrode to Prime
Minister Narendra Modiseek-
Inghis interven tivn 1o ensure
that Assaum Rifles continue to
guatd sensitive areas of the
ethnic strife-torn State and
are not replaced by CH'E

In the letter, the MTAs said
that when the Centre was
wuorking to end the conflict,
memovingthe Assam Hiflesand
replacing it with a new force
“with no comparable knowl-
edge of the terrain or the peo-

reports that two battalions of
Assam Rifles deploved in
Kangval and Kangpokpl
would be replaced by CRPE
The Kuki-Zo MLAs hailed
the Assam Rifles asa “neutral
force” and the purported
move 1o replace it with the
Central Reserve Police Force
(CHPF) asa “sindster design.”
“Wie have come toleam that
thereisaplantowithdrawSth
B and 22nd Battalion of AR
from their cument sensitive

deployment in Kangval and
Kangpokpl This whiolesome
decision to replace the afore-
mentioned AR battalions with
CRPF at this critical junciure
Is nothing but a sinister
design,” the legislatorssaid in
a memomndum.

Their call for the Prime
Minister's intervention come
after media reports claimed
that a large number of Assam
Riflestroops would be moved
out from the state and
deploved in Jammu.

More than 200 people have
been killed

security lapses in the area to
commil the arson,” an official
said. The armed men also fired
several rounds of shells and
punshots, targetting thevillage,
he said,

Security forees were rushed
1o the area following the inei-
dent, he added.

Representativesof the Melwel
and Hmar communities
reached an agreement in a
meeting held at a CRPF lucili-
ty inadjoining Assam’ Cachar
on Thirsday,

The meeting was moderat-
ed by liribam district admin-
istration, Assam Rifles and
CRPE Representatives of the
Thadou, Paite and Mizo com-
munitiesof the district were also
present in the meeting.

re normalcy

“The meeting resolved thal
both sides will make full efforts
{0 bring nommaley and prevent
incidents of arson and firing.
Bath sides shall give full coop-
eration toall the security forces
opertinginthe firibam district.
Bath sides agreed 1o facilitare
controlled and coordinated
movement," @ jolot statement
issued and signed by repre-
sentatives of all the participat-
Ing communities said,

Thenextmeeting will be held
o Aligust 15,

Maore than 200 people have
been killedand thousands ren-
dirred homeless in ethnie vio-
lence between Imphal Valley-
based Meiteis and adjoining
hills-based Kuki-£o groups
since May last year.



Vietnam’s President to be
new Communist Pa

PHNOM PENH (Cambodia), Aug 3
(AP)

VIETNAMESE Pr t To
Lam was confirmed Saturday
as the new chief of the
Communist Party after his
predecessor died July 19.
Lam will be the
General Secretary of
the Communist Party
of Vietnam, the coun-
try’s most powerful
political role, state
media said. It was
unclear if Lam will
stay in his role as

f

munist Party chief, Lam
said that him taking the reigns
was because of “an urgentneed
to ensure the leadership ofthe
party”.

Lamsaidhewould maintain
thelegacies ofhis predecessor,
notably the anti-corruption
campaign that has
rocked the country’s
political and business
elites and a pragmatic
approach to foreign pol-
~ icy known as bamboo
diplomacy — a phrase

coined byTrongrefer-
ringtotheplant’s flex-

President.

The previous General
Secretary, Nguyen Phu Trong,
dominated Vietnamese poli-
tics since he became party chief
in2011. Hewaselected toathird
term as General Secretary in
2021. Hewasanideologue who
viewed corruption as the
gravest threat facing the party.

In his first speech as the

ibility, bending butnot
breaking in the shifting head-
winds of global geopolitics.
AsVietnam’s top securityoffi-
cial, Lam led Trong’s sweeping
anti-graft campaign untilMay;,
when hebecame Presidentfol-
lowing the resignation of his
predecessor, who stepped
down after being caught by the
campaign.




DHAKA, Aug 3 (PTI)

TENSION gripped Banglade
afresh on Saturday after lead-
ers of the student movement
refused Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina’s invitation for talks
while protesters laid siege on
major streets in the capital,
days after more than 200 peo-
pledied inanti-quotaprotests.
Bangladesh recently wit-
nessedviolentclashesbetween
the police and mostly student
protesters demanding an end
toacontroversial quotasystem
that reserved 30 per cent of
Government jobs for relatives
of veterans who fought in
Bangladesh'’s War of
Independence in 1971,
Witnesses said students

s said security
vere ordered to keep
intensified vigil as protesters
startedrallyingatdifferentcity
points.

On Friday, Prime Minister
Hasinaurged theagitatingstu-
dents to meet at her
Ganabhabanofficial residence
for talks to end the violence
over the quota system in
Government jobs.

Hercallcameadayafternew
protests erupted on Friday,
leaving two people dead and
more than 100 injured as over
2,000 protesters gathered in
parts of the capital, some
shouting “down with the auto-
crat” and demanding justice

for victims.

“lamsayingagain, they (stu-
dent leaders) can come to me
for talks if they want they can
bringwith them their guardians
as well anytime,” she said dur-
ing a meeting with leaders of
different professional groups.

“The door of Ganabhabanis
open (for them),” she said.

“I want to listen to them. |
do not want conflict,” she said
while ruling Awami League
sources said three party lead-
ers were tasked to communi-
cate and convince the anti-
quotamovement coordinators.

Meanwhile, two police offi-
cials were suspended by high-
erauthorities for their “unpro-
fessional conduct”. The offi-
cials fired gunshots thatkilled




India hlghllghts its successful

NEW DELHI, Aug 3 (IANS)

ASMANY as40 senio
vant officers from Sri
representing many key min-
istries of the Lankan
Government, attended the 4th
Capacity Building Programme
for the Civil Servants of Sri
Lankawhich condudedinNew
Delhi on Saturday.

Organised by the National
Centre for Good Governance
(NCGG), the programme
focused on sharing India’s suc-
cessful governance models
through highlyinteractive ses-
sions and mutual exchange of
knowledge which will eventu-
ally enable both countries to
achieve significant milestones
in enhancing governance.

The Lankan delegation

icers, including
t Divisional
cretlaries, Assistant
Secretaries, DeputySecretaries,
Directors, Senior Assistant
Secretaries, Assistant Directors,
and Deputy Directors. The civ-
il servants represented key
ministries of Sri Lanka such as
the Commission ol Local
Government, Public
Administration, Home Affairs,
Provincial Councils and Local
Government, the Ministry of
Provincial Council and Local
Government,and the Ministry
of Justice, Prisons Affairs, and
Constitutional Reforms,
amongothers.Thesessionalso
featured four group presenta-
tions by participants on vari-
ous impactful topics.

It included the Geogoviya

dice

delegation

Programme in Sri Lanka, which
focuseson using geographical
information  systems to
enhance agricultural produc-
tivity and the Agriculture
Modernisation Project which
aims at transforming Sri Lanka’s
agriculture through innovative
practices and significant
impacts.

TheAswasuma Programme,
a welfare benefit initiative
designed to provide compre-
hensive social security support
to the people of Sri Lanka and
apresentationon'PPP Success
in India: Enhancing
Infrastructure Projects in Sri
Lanka' also highlighted the suc-
cess of India's Public-Private
Partnership (PPP) model and
how it can aid in improving
infrastructure in Sri Lanka.



