Ismail Haniyeh, Hamas-supreme

leader, killed in air
Ismail was on Israel’s

Iran and Hamas blame Israel for

killing, Israel has not commented

BEIRUT. July 31 (AP)

ISMATL Haniyeh, Hamas'
supreme leader in exile who
landed on Israel's hit-lisg after
the militant group staged its
surpriseCctober 7 attacks, was
killed in an airstrike in the
Iranian capital early
Wednesday. He was 62,

Iranand the militant blamed
Israed fora shock assassination
that risks escalating the con-
flict even as the US and other
nationswere scrambling to pe-
vent an all-aiit regional war.

Hamas said Haniyel was
leil bl at his residenee in Tehran
in an Israell airstrike afier he
attended the swearing-in cer
emony of lran's new President,
Israel has pot cominented on
the avcusation.

Haniyel's death makes him
the tatest Hamas official to be
killed by Israel since the
Hamas-led October 7 attacks,
when militants killed 1,200
people und wok abouwt 250

hostages. The devasiating
Israel-Hamas war the aitacks
sitl off has become the dead-
liest and longest in the Arab-
Ismeli conflict. More than
39,000 Palestinians have been

lilled, necording eo health offi-
cials in Guza.

While Hamas' Gura leader
Yahva Sinwar is helieved to
have been the mastermind of
the attacks, Hantyel, seenasa
more moderate forcein Hamas,
lauded them as a humiliating
hlow to lsrael's aurn of nvin-
cibiliry.

“The Al-Agsa lood was an
earthguake that struck the
leart of the Zonist entity aod
hasmade major chanpesaithe
world level," Hianlyeh said in a
speechinlmnduring the funer-
al of late Iranian Presidem
Ebrahim Haisiin May,

“Wewill contlnue the resisi-
ance against this enemy until
we libemte our land, all our
lamd,” Haniveh said.

{Contd on page 7}

ike in Iran
-list since Oct 7 attack

ttended swearing-in of
s new President on Tuesday

Iran vows revenge

Israel prepared a harsh punishment
for itself: Supreme Leader Khamenei

TEHRAN, July 31 [Aganciss}

IRAN has responded angeily 1o the kiling of Ismail Haniyeh tha pofitical
bureaw chief of the terror group Hamas in Tehran

Iran’s Supreme Leader Ay atollah Al Khamensiyowed revenge on lsrael
ovar the killing of Hamas' political chif.

Khamenei said Israel “prepared a harsh punishment for inself” aftes
|smail Hisriyah was kdled in a pradawn airstrika in frandan cagital Tehran.
“We consider his revenga as our doty,” Khamenei said in a statement an
s nfficial website, saying Hanyeh was “a dear guest in our home.

Iran President Masoud Pazeshkian said that Tehran will dafand its
teritorial integrity and dignity. Ha noted that the bond between lran and
Palesting will be stronger than bebore, ‘Al Jazears’ raported.

Haniyah, wha was in Tehran to anand the swearing-in ceremany ol
|ran’s President, wes hiled in an attock.

In & statement, fran President Masoud Pezeshkian said, "Today, dear
|ran is maurning its sharer of sorrows and joys, the constant and proud

{Cantd on page 7




Toll In Wayan ndslides
M Over 2 { red l 190 stlll mlssmg

167

(PTI)

AS MANY as 167 people
have died and over 200
injuredin themassiveland-
slides that hit the northern
Kerala district of Wayanad
adayago, withthe numbers
expected to increase as res-
cuers unearth debris, the
districtadministration said
on Wednesday.

The 167 dead include 22
children, it said.

It also said that 96 bod-
ieswere identified and post-
mortem of 166 were com-

WAYANAD (Kerala), July 31 N TR T S T T e S E )

pleted.

Over 190 people are miss-
ingand more than 300 hous- Army personnel carry out rescue operation on the second day following landslides triggered by heavy
es were completely rain at Chooralmala in Wayanad district of Kerala on Wednesday. (PTI)
destroyed in the landslides

that hit the Mundakkaiand
Chooralmala areas of the
district, they said.

Out of 61 body parts

Gentre sent multiple warnings to Kerala since .Iuly 23 Shah

NEW DELHI, July 31 (PTI)

rushed totheState the same

recovered, the post-mortem day.
of49wascompleted, itsaid. UNION Home Minister Amit However, the Kerala
Ofthe 167 bodies, 75 were Shah onWednesday said, the Governmentdidnotheedto

handed over to relatives or

next of kin, it further said.
1t also said that 219 peo-
ple were admitted to hos-
pitals from the disaster-hit
(Contd on page 7)

Centre had sent multiple
advance warnings, starting
as early as July 23, to the
Kerala Government about
possible floodsand landslide
and nine NDRF teams were

the advance warnings and
alsodid not get alerted even
by the arrival of the National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) battalions, Shah said

(Contd on page 7)




Russian military begins
Jrd round of drills with
tactical nuclear

MOSCOW, July 31 (AP)

THE Russian .
Wednesday began a third
round of drills with tactical
nuclear weapons, part of the
Kremlin's messaging intended
to force theWest tolimitits sup-
port for Ukraine.

The Russian Defence
Ministrysaid thedrills will fea-
ture units of the central and
southern military districts
armed with Iskander short-
range missiles. They will prac-
licereceiving nuclearweapons
[rom storage and deploying
them to designated launch
areas. The maneuvers will also
includeairforce units that will
arm their warplanes with
nuclear weapons and perform
patrol flights.

The ministry said the drills
are intended to maintain
troops’ readiness for combat
missions.

Tactical nuclear weapons
include bombs, warheads for
short-range missiles and
artillery munitions and are
meant for use on a battlefield.

They are typicallyfarless pow-
erful than strategic weapons
— massive warheads thatarm
intercontinental ballistic mis-
siles and are intended to oblit-
erate entire cities.

The previous two rounds of
the maneuvers were held in
Mayand June.ThedrillsinJune
were conducted jointly with
thearmed forcesof Russia’sally
Belarus.

Last year, Russia moved
some of its tactical nuclear
weapons into neighbouring
Belarus, which also borders
Ukraine and NATO members
Poland, Latvia and Lithuania.
Belarus’ authoritarian
President Alexander
Lukashenko hasreliedon close
ties with Russia and provided
his countryasa stagingground
for sending troops to Ukraine
in February 2022.

Russian President Vladimir
Putin and his officials have
repeatedly reminded the West
about the country’s nuclear
might in a bid to discourage
NATO allies from ramping up
their support for Kyiv.



Southern Naval Command dispatches aisaster

relief team to landslide-hit arzas of Wayanad

KERALA, July 31 (ANI)

THE Southern Naval
Command dispatched a dis-
aster reliefl team of 68 person-
nel from INS Zamorin at
Ezhimala to the landslide-
affected areas in Kerala's
Wayanad, officials said on
Wednesday.

Massive landslides struck
Chooralmala and Mundakkai
areas in Wayanad district on
Tuesday, killing more than 150
people, including women and
children. “Based onthe request
from the Kerala State Disaster
Management Authority (KSD-
MA), the Southern Naval
Command dispatched a dis-
aster relief team of 68 person-
nel from INS Zamorin at
Ezhimala to the landslide
affected site at 02.30 pm on
July 30, 2024, the Southern
NavalCommandsaidin astate-
ment on Wednesday.

According toanofficial state-
ment, the rescue team,

PM Modi moni

WAYANAD (Kerala), July 31 (PTI)

ing Wayanad landslide
on Minister George Kurian

PRIME Minister Narendra Modi is closely monitoring the landslide situa-

tionin Kerala's Wayanad district, Union Minister George
Kurian said here. Kurian, who visited the people
affected by the landslide in Wayanad on Tuesday
night, said that the Central Government has assured
all possible assistance to the State for the rescue
efforts of those affected by the tragedy. “The situ-
ation is being monitored by the Central Government

at the highest level. The Honourable Prime Minister is monitoring the sit-
uation and has deputed me to visit the affected areas,” Kurian said.

equipped with medical per-
sonnel and necessary equip-
ment, arrived at the site at 10
pm the same day.

Additional teams are on
standby and will be deployed
at short notice as needed. An
Advanced Light Helicopter
(ALH) detachment in Search

and Rescue (SAR) configuration
was deployed from Kochi to
Calicut at 0730 am on
Wednesday tosupporttheres-
cue efforts.

The Southern  Naval
Command noted that adverse
weather conditions due to
incessantrainsareposingchal-

lenges in the area. Effor(s are
ongoinglo provideimmediate
reliel and support to the local
populationaffectedby the dis-
aster, it added.

The Indian Army’s Southemn
Command has also begun
preparations for erecting a
bridge on Meppadi-
Chooralmala Road. Bridging
assets and a dog squad [rom
Delhi have landed at Kannur
Airport. “Preparations for the
erection of a bridge on
#Meppadi-#Chooralmala Road
are underway. Bridging assets
from Delhi along with dog
squad have landed at Kannur
Airport, with further movement
to the site being meticulously
coordinated,” Southern
Command Indian Army said
in a post on X.
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Indian students win laurels

have emerge flying
coloursat prestigious interna-
tional Olympiads in Biology,
Maths, Physics and Chemistry
held thismonth, earning plau-
dits from Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and other big-
wigs, officials said here on
Wednesday.

The participating teams
went through theHomi Bhabha
Centre for Science Education
(HBCSE) of the Tata Institute
of Fundamental Research
(TIFR) here and bagged sever-
al medals and honours for the
country, including seven won
by Maharashtra students.

It started with the 35th
International Biology
Olympiad held in Astana, the
capital of Kazakhstan. The
Indian team bagged one gold
(VedantSakreof Mumbai)and
three silvers (Ishan Pednekar
of Ratnagiri; Shrijith Sivakumar
of Chennai and Yashaswi
Kumar of Bareilly). This was
followed by the 65th

national Mathematical
Olympiad held in Bath, UK.

The Indian contingents
bagged four golds (Adhitya M
VGaneshofPune;KanavTalwar
of Greater NOIDA; Rushil
Mathur of Mumbai and
Anando Bhadur of Guwahati),
while Arjun Gupta of Delhi got
a silver medal and Siddharth
Choppara of Pune secured an
Honourable Mention.

Next was the 54th
International Physics
Olympiadheld in Isfahan, Iran.

The Indian team secured 2
golds (Rhythm Kedia of Raipur
andVed LahotiofIndore), plus
3 silvers (Akarshraj Sahay of
Nagpur; BhavyaTiwariof NOI-
DA and Jaiveer Singh of Kota).

Finally, the 56th
International Chemistry
Olympiad was held in Riyvadh,
Saudi Arabia. The Indian con-
tingent secured agold (Devesh
P Bhaiya of Jalgaon), 2 silvers
(Avaneesh Bansal of Mumbai
and Harshin Posina of
Hyderabad) while Kashyap
Khandelwal of Mumbai got a
bronze medal.



Eastern Ladakh row: Indi

China hold

NEW DELHI, July 31 (PTI)

INDIA and China
Wednesdayheld “c
and “forward-looking” diplo-
matic talks to resolve the over
four-year border standoffalong
the Line of Actual Control (LAC)
in eastern Ladakh but there
was clear no indication of any
breakthrough.

The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said restoration
of peace and tranquillity, and
respect for the LAC are “essen-
tial basis” for restoration ofnor-
malcy in bilateral relations.

Thetalks, heldin Delhi under
the framework of Working
Mechanism for Consultation
and Coordination on India-

on

ter S Jaishankar held a
bilateral meeting with his
Chinese counterpart Wang Yi
inVientiane, the capital of Lao
PDR.

The MEA described the dis-
cussion at the meeting as “in-
depth, constructive and for-
ward-looking”, adding both
sides agreed on the need to
jointly uphold peace and tran-
quillity on the groundin accor-
dance with relevant bilateral
agreements and protocols.

However, there was no clear
indication of a breakthrough
in the talks.

The Chinese delegation was
led by Hong Liang, Director

ve’ talks

General of the Boundary and
Oceanic Department of the
Chinese Ministry of Foreign
Affairs.

Liang also called on Foreign
SecretaryVikram Misri, accord-
ing to the MEA.

The previous round of
WMCC talks were held in
Beijing in March.

“Further to discussions
between the two foreign min-
isters in their recent meetings
at Astana and Vientiane, the
two sides reviewed the
current situation along the
Line of Actual Control
(LAC) withaview to findingan
early resolution of the out-
standing issues,” the ministry
said.



