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‘Near-Total’ Internet Shutdc
Hundreds Of Protesters

Dhaka:Policeandgovtgup.g

porters clashed on
with student acti

yslongprotests over thealloca-
tion of govt jobs, and media re-
ports said 19 people died in the
violence. The new casualties
Thursday would bring the ove-
rall toll to 25 dead since Mon-
day when violence erupted at
the Dhaka University in the ca-
pital. However, an AFP tally of
casualty figures from hospi-
tals said the toll was now 32.
Violence pitting protesters
against pro-govt student gro-
ups and police soon spread to
other cities. Six people had be-
en reported killed on Tuesday,
and hundreds more have been
injured. Authorities did not
confirm figures for the deaths.
The protesters are deman-
ding an end to a quota system
that reserves up to 30% of govt

jobs for relatives of veterans

who fought in war of indepen-
dence in 1971. They argue the
system is discriminatory and
benefits supportersof PM She-
ikh Hasina, and they wantitre-
placed with a merit-based sy
stem. Hasina's party has accu
sed opposition parties of sto-
king the violence.

The leading Dhaka-based
newspaper Prothom Alo said
that by late Thursday night,
they received reports of 19 de-
aths in Dhaka and elsewhere
in the day’s raging violence.
The country’s leading Engli-
sh-language Daily Star alsore-
ported 19 deaths on Thursday.

Prothom Alo said at least
six people died in Dhaka’s Ut-
tara area alone in the latest
clashes pitting the protesters
against security officials and
ruling party activists. Thirte-
en others including a Dhaka

based journalist of an online

portal died in other parts of
the capital and elsewhere

Protesiers attacked the he:
ad office of state-run Bangla-
desh Television, breaking thr-
ough a main gate and setting
vehiclesand the reception area
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Anti-quota protesters clash with police & Awami League supporters in Dhaka

Country, Says Netblocks;
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on fire, a news producer and a
reporter told AP by phone. “I
escaped by leaping over the

wall but some of my colleagues

got stuck inside. The attackers
entered the building and set

furniture on fire,” the produ-
cer said by phone. He said the
station continued broadcas-
ting, though some Dhakalocals
said they were receivingnosig-
nal from the broadcaster:

Meanwhile, the country

was experiencing a near-total
shutdown of internet servi-
ces, Alp Toker, director of the
London-based internet moni-
tor NetBlocks, said on X. _
The violence has continu-
ed despite a pending court de-
cision on the legality of quota
system. Hasina and law mini-

ster Anisul Huq urged protes-
ters to await that decision, wi-

th Hasina saying she believes
the protesters won't be disap-
pointed by the court verdict,
Following the first deaths
inthis week's violence on Tu
osday, the govt asked univer
sities across the country to

Close in hopes ol quelling the
student unrest, and police ra-
ided themain opposition par-

ty's headquarters.
Protesters responded Wed-

nesday evening by sayingthey
would enforce a “complete
shutdown” of transportation
across the country on Thurs-
day The opposition Bangla-
desh Nationalist Party said

that it would join those efforts.
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terrorists killed in Kurwara encounter

SRINAGAR, July 18 (IANS)

TWO terrorists were killed on
Thursday when the security
forces foiled aninfiltration bid
onthe Line of Control (LoC) in
the KeransectorofJammu and
Kashmir's Kupwara district.

Officials said their bodies
were yet (o be retrieved.

The encounter broke mu
when the security
lenged a group of infiltrating
terroristson the LoCin thesec-
tor. Officials said that troops of
6 Rashtriva Rifles and J&K
Police had receivedintelligence
inputsabout the movement of :
terrorists along the LoC. o e

“The infiltrating terrorists =
were challenged by the secu-

rity forces Iriggering an Security personnel stand guard after an early moming encounter with terrorists, in Doda district on
encounter during which two Thursday.. (PTI)
terrorists are likely to have been

killedalthough theirbodies are More details were awaited. diers were injured. armed terrorists were killed
still to be retrieved. The oper- In  another encounter Theencounterwas goingon alongthe Line of Control (LoC)
ation against the terrorists is between the terrorists and the in the Kastigarh area of the dis- in Kupwara district when the
still goingon in the area,” offi- security forcesin the Dodadis- trict. Army foiled aninfiltration bid

cials said. trict earlier in the day, two sol- On July 14, three heavily by the terrorists.




Declarg centre-wise resuts of NEET-

NEW DELHL July 18 (FTT)

THE Supreme Court on Thursday
directed the National Testing
Agency (NTA) todeclare by 12 nogn
of July 20 the centre and city-wist
results of NEET-UG 2024 while
maskingtheidentities ofaspirants.

As il strove to address the alle-
gations of malpractices in the con-
duet of the examination, a bench
headed by Chiel Justice D Y
Chandrachud said any order for
conducting it afresh has 10 be on
concrete conclusion that thesanc-
tityoftheentire process was affect-
ed. The top court will resume hear-
ing the arguments on July 22 on a
batchof pleasseeking cancellation,
re-test and a court-monitored
probe into the allegations of large-
scale malpractices in the presti-
gious test held on May 5.

During the day-long hearing, the
bench asked the counsel for the
aspirants to establish their claim

Chief Justice of India Justice DY Chandrachud with Justices J B Pardiwala
(L) and Manoj Misra (R) during a hearing over the controversy-ridden
medical entrance exam NEET-UG 2024, in New Delhi on Thursday. (PTI)

about extensive irregularities in
holding the examination, includ-
ing leak ol question paper, war-
ranting cancellation and a re-test.

The court said it prima facie
appeared that the question paper
leak was limited to Patna and
Hazaribagh, and nothing of this

sort can be said to have happened
in Godhra in Gujarat.

In Patna and Hazaribagh, the
question papers allegedly got
leaked, while in Godhra there were
claims that a person involved in
holding the test took money forfill-
ing up the OMR sheets of certain

asking candidates identity: SC to NTA

candidates. Questioning the claims
about leak of question paper on
social media platform 'Telegram’,
the bench said, *You have 1o bear
in mind that the idea of somebody
doing this wasnot tomake anation-
al charade. People did it for mon-
ey. So, it wasnot to bring disrepute
to the exam and somebody was
doing it to make money which is
evident.Massleakage requires con-
tacts also at that level so that you
connectto all such key contacts in
different cities.”

The bench, also comprising
Justices ]1B Pardiwla and Manoj
Misra, which commenced the cru-
cial hearing on a batch of petitions
related to the controversy-ridden
medical entrance exam, said it has
“social ramifications”,

Thetop courtadjournedthe cas-
es listed ahead of the NEET-UG
pleas, saying “We willopen the case
today. Lakhs of young students are

(Contd on page 5)




W By Yoshita Singh
UNITED NATIONS, July 18 (PTI)

INDIA is a great power that
determines its national inter-
ests and chooses its partners,
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov has said, describ-
ingas“completely unjustified”
the “enormous pressure” on
New Delhi due to its energy
cooperation with Moscow.
During a press conference
hereonWednesday, Lavrovalso
termed as"insulting” Ukraine's
remarks on the recent meel-
ingbetween PresidentVladimir
Putin and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in Moscow.
“I'think India is a great pow-
er that sets its own national
interests, determines its own
national interests, and choos-
es ils own partners. And we
know thalt India is being sub-

ject o enormous pressure,
completely unjustified pres-
sure in the international are-
na,” Lavrov said.

Lavrov was responding to a
questionaboutPrime Minister
Modi's recent visit o Moscow
and the opposition faced by
Indiaforitsenergy cooperation
with Russia. With Russia pre-
siding over the UN Security
Council for the month of July,
Lavrov is in New York to chair
meetings of the Council being

“l think India is a

great power that sets
its own national
interests, determines
its own national
interests, and chooses
its own partners.”

held under Moscow’s presi-

dency.

Prime Minister Modipaid an
official visit to Russia on July
8-9 at theinvitation of Russian
President Vladimir Putin for
the 22nd India-Russia Annual
Summit. India has notyetcon-
demned Russia's invasion of
Ukraine in 2022 and has con-
sistently pitched for a resolu-
tion of the conflict throughdia-

logue and diplomacy.
Ukrainian

President

g unjustified
h Russia: Lavrov

Volodymyr Zelenskyy has also
criticised Modi's visit to
Moscow, saying in a poston X
that "A Russian missile struck
the largest children’s hospital
in Ukraine, targeting young
cancer patients, Many were
buried under the rubble.

Referring toa Zelenskyy'’s
comments about Modi's trip
to Russia being “a stabbing in
the back of all peace efforts”,
Lavrov said, “So that was very
insulting and the Ukrainian
ambassadorwascalledin”and
the Indian Ministry of External
Affairs “talked to him about
how he should be behaving.”

“Theambassadorswere real -
ly behaving as if they were
hooligans,” he said, referring
to remarksmade by some oth-
er Ukrainianenvoys.“Solthink
Indiais doingeverything right,”
he said.
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Guwahati: BJP-gove
Assam, which has been cit-
ed in an independent na-
tionwide survey as a case
S}“lldY incurbingchild mar-
riage, approved Thursday
a Bill to repeal a 1935 law
that permits underage
marriages among the Mus-
lim community if specific
conditions are met.

With the cabinet en-
dorsing the proposal
mooted in Feb, the Bill to
abrogate the Assam Mus-
lim Marriages and Di-
vorce Registration Act
and Rules will bemoved in
the assembly’s upcoming
monsoon session.

“We have taken a sig-
nificant steptoensurejus-
tice for our daughters and
sisters by putting addi-
tional safeguards against
child marriage,” CM Hi-
manta Biswa
wrote on his X handle.

In February, cabinet

minister JayantaMalla Ba-
ruah said the move to re-
peal the “obsolete” British-
era law was also meant to
prepare the ground for the
proposed Uniform Civil
Code, following the exam-
ple set by the BJP govern-
mentin Uttarakhand.

The cabinet resolution

Sarma

to end child marriage states
that the intention is ‘to bring
parity in registration of
marriage and divorce’

Himanta-led govt's resolution ;
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toend childmarriagestates :
that the intention is “to
bring parity in registration :
of marriage and divorce”. :

‘Assam began a crackdown

on child marriage last year :
that led to scores of arrests :

across the state.

Under the 1935 Act, ap-

plications for marriage :

registration needed to be :

- submitted jointly by the :

parties to the marriage, or :
by their legal guardians if :
the bridegroom or bride,

or both, were minors.

CM Sarma said on :

more than one occasion
that repealing the 1935 Act
was a necessity as it con-
tained provisions contra-
vening the legal st_ipula-
tionthatabride mustbe at\
least 18 and the groom 21
for a marriage to be
deemed valid.
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India is source of
solutions in mul

INDIAis provingtobeasource of solutions in multipleareas,
including public service delivery and digitalisation, NITI Aayog
Vice Chairperson Suman Bery said.

Bery also said that by putting the SDGs at the heart of its
(G20 presidency, India has acknowledged that these are an
almost sacred commitment by the global community to its
less advantaged people.

“India is proving to beasource of solu-
tionsin multiple areas, be it public serv-
ice delivery, beitdigitalisation, even for
multinational corporations, the so-
called global capability centres,” Bery
told PTIin an exclusive interview here.

“Both in their design and I would
argue, based on the Indian experience
on their implementation, I really see
the SDGs as a commitment by govern-
ments to their own people. In the 21st century, this is a kind
of commitment to a decent life.”

Responding to a question on Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’svisionofadeveloped India by2047, Beryunderscored
that the Indian leader has highlighted how much can be
achieved with a single-minded focus in a period of 25 years.

He said that one thing that is clear is that this is ‘Amrit
Kaal’' because this is when India will have the peak condi-
tions for its working labour force. “And to do what we can
to make the most of that opportunity through skilling, train-
ing, better job matching, rising productivity,” he said.

Bery was in New York to represent India at the High-lev-
el Political Forumon Sustainable Development (HLPF) that
took place at the UN headquarters from July 8 to July 17
under the auspices of the Economic and Social Council.




