India to be part of astro

NEW DELHI, July 1 (IANS)

IN A bid to democra#
US-based Space Exploration
and Research Agency (SERA)
and Blue Origin on Monday
announced India as a partner
nation in their human space-
flight programme.,

SERAwill offer citizens from
India a seat on Blue Origin’s
future missionofreusable rock-
et New Shepard on an 11-
minute journey past the
Karmanline (100 km), theinter-
nationally-recognised bound-
ary of space.

ue Origin
Indian citizens will be
part of the six seats that
together SERA and Blue Origin
aim to offer to people
from countries that have sent
few or no citizen astronauts
to space.

The astronauts will experi-
ence several minutes of weight-
lessness before makinga con-
trolled descent back to the
landing pad.

“We're excited to have
India as part of our human
spaceflight  programme,”
said Joshua Skurla, Co-
Founder, of SERA.



Lt GenNS Rzua Subramam

LIEUTENANT General NSRaja
Subramani on  Monday
assumed charge as the new
Vice Chief of the Army Stalf.

The officer, who was helm-
ing the Army’s Central
Command,succeeded General
Upendra Dwivedi. General
Dwivedi took charge as the
Army Chief on Sunday.

LT GEN MANJINDERSINGH
ASSUMES CHARGE OF
SOUTH WESTERN

COMMAND: LIEUTENANT
General Manjinder Singh took
over the reins of the Sapta
Shakti Command here on
Monday,a defence spokesper-
son said.

LT GEN DEVENDRA

mes
rmy Staff

SHARMA TAKES OVER AS
NEW ARMY TRAINING
COMMAND CHIEF: LIEU-
TENANT General Devendra
Sharma on Monday took over
as the new commander of the
Army Training Command
(ARTRAC) in Shimla.

LT GEN DHIRA] SETH
TAKES OVER REINS OF
ARMY'’S PUNE-BASED
SOUTHERN COMMAND:
LIEUTENANT General Dhiraj
Seth, an alumnus of the
National Defence Academy
and the Indian Military
Academy, on Monday took over
as the 51st General Officer
Commanding-in-Chief (GOC-
in-C) of the Pune-headquar-
tered Southern Command of
the Indian Army.







GOLAGHAT/JORHAT (Assam), July 1
(PTI)

WITH worsening flood
Assam, rising water levels have
impacted more than 43 per cent of
the 233 forest camps at Kaziranga
National Park and Tiger Reserve, an

official report said on Monday.

As a significant portion of wildlife
habitat is now submerged, scores of
animals have started crossing the
National Highway 715 in search of
higherground towards thesouthern
direction in East Karbi Anglong dis-
trict. However, no death of animals
has been reported as of now due to

-
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s or accidents while crossing
the highway.

Floodwaters have submerged a
total of 101 forest camps, of which
six have been vacated, across
Kaziranga National Park and Tiger
Reserve, according to aflood report.

Itsaid35campsin Agoratoli range,
21inKaziranga, 10 in Bagori, five
in Burhapahar range and ninein
Bokakhat are submerged.

Besides, 21 forest camps in
Biswanath Wildlife Division of
the national parkhave beeninun-

“Kaziranga National Park is
well-prepared for the upcoming
flood season withcomprehensive
measures in place to ensure the
safety of wildlife, staff and visi-
tors. Continuous monitoring and
timely interventions will be priori-
tised to mitigate the impact of flood-
ing,” the report said.

Itsaidthatherdsofelephantshave
begun moving towards East Karbi
Anglong through Hati Dandi corri-
dor and animal sensors are in place
to detect the movement.



Project RBI inks pact to

MUMBAL, July 1 (IANS)

RESERVE BanRwe
(RBI) on  Monday
announced thatithas now

joined Project Nexus with
the four ASEAN countries
to create a platform to

facilitate instantaneous
cross-border retail pay-
ments.

Nexus, conceptualised

link UPI with 4

the Innovation Hub of
the Bank forInternational
Settlements (BIS),aimsto
connect India's UPI
(Unified Payments
Interface), with the fast
payment systems of
ASEAN members --
Malaysia, Philippines,
Singapore, and Thailand.
These four countries and
Indiawouldbe the found-
ing members and first-
mover nations ofthis plat-
form, the RBI said.

An agreement to this
effect wassigned by the BIS
and the central banks of
the founding countriesi.e.,
Bank Negara Malaysia
(Contd on page 5)



