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farm production, triggering a rise in food
prices and hitting incomes for the more
than 40% of Indian workers engaged in
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India strongly dismisses

‘baseless’ remarks o
Kashmir by Pak !

UNITED NATIONS, June 27 (PTI

INDIA has strongly'eSmissed
andcondemned the“baseless”
remarks on Kashmir made by
a Pakistani diplomat during a
UN Security Councildebateon
children and armed conlflict,
calling it another habitual
attempt to divert attention
from the “grave violations”
against children that continue
unabated in Pakistan.
“Letmerespondbriefly in the
interest of time to remarks,
which were obviously politi-
cally motivated and unfound-
ed, made by one representa-
tive against my country. I cat-
egorically dismiss and
condemn these baseless
remarks with the contempt
they deserve,” Ambassador R
Ravindra, Chargé d’Affaires and
Deputy Permanent

NSC

Representative of India to the
UN, said Wednesday.

He made the remarks while
delivering a statement at the
UN Security Council’s open
debateon Children and Armed
Conflict. Ravindra said this is
“nothing but another habitu-
al attempt to divert attention
from the grave violations
against children that continue
unabated in his own country,”
as highlighted in this year’s
reportby UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres on children
and armed conflict.

“As far as Union Territories
of J&K and Ladakh are con-
cerned they were, are and
always will be an integral and
inalienable part of India, irre-
spective of what this particu-
lar representative or his coun-
try believes or wishes,”
Ravindra said.
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Bolivia coup bid fails after shortive
military assault on presidefitial palace

Top Gen Held, Claims He Staged Takeoyer On Bre

5 Order To Help Raise His Popularity :
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top general and allied democratically elected presi-

[

ng in an apparently failed atte-
mpt at a coup. Hours later, the
general was taken into custody
on live TV. Video on Bolivian
TV showed security forces in
riot gear occupying the main
square in the administrative
capital, La Paz, a camouflaged
military vehicleramminga pa-

lace doorand soldiers trying to

make their way into the buil-

ding. Then, just as quickly as

they had appeared, the gene-

ral, Juan Jose Zuniga di

ared, and his supporters in the
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_/-\ membersof themilftary dent, Luis Arce. Arce ventured
tried to storm the presi-

dential palace in Bolivia Wedn-
esday, before quickly retreati-

onto the plaza after calling on
Bolivians “to organise and mo-
bilise against the coup and in
favour of democracy” “Longli-
ve the Bolivian people!” hesho-
uted in a televised address.
“Longlive democracy!”

In all, the attempted after-
noon incursion into the palace
lasted just three hours. Astime
wore on, it became clear that
Zuniga’s plan had little supp-
ort. Just before his arrest, Zun-
him to stage the coup attempt.
- The prez told me,” Zuniga sa-
id as TV cameras rolled, “the
situation is really messed up,
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somefHing that will raise’my ' The coup bid came at aten:
popularity’” Moments Tater, * se moment for Bolivia, aland-
the police whisked the general locked nation of 12millionpeo- :
away in a truck. Afterward, a  pleinSouth America.Bolivid's :
key minister in Arce's govt, economy is struggling, and Ar- :
Eduardo del Castillo, respond-  ce has been accused of moves :
ed to the accusation by saying  his critics call undemocratic, :
that Zuniga had “lost all credi-  including the detention of op:
bility” Del Castillo added that position figure Luis Fernando
nine people had suffered fire- Camacho and ex-prez Jeanine |
arm injuries amid the chaos,

Anez aheadof 2025elections. '

The office of Bolivia’s att-  Bolivia,a deeply polarised :

orney general said it had ope- country, has had 190 coups

ned an investigation, adding throughout its 200 years of :

that it would seek “the maxi. history. And much of thedis-
mum punishment” for those

responsit content among memberq_:9£
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: Beijing: China has gxpelled 3
: two former defence mifiste
: from the governing Commu-
: nist Party over accusations of
: corruption that are likely to le-
: ad to sentences of life in pri-
: son. The defence ministry on
: Thursday said Li Shangfu had
: abused his authority to enrich
: himself by taking bribes in ex-
: change for granting favours in
: violation of militaryand party
: discipline. Li’s predecessor,
: Wei Fenghe, was also accused
: onsimilar charges.

: Such charges have been le-
: velled inthe past against many
: military leaders under Prez Xi
: Jinping, whoalso heads the ar-
: med forces as chairman of the
: Central Military Commission
: and has made a crackdown on
: corruption a hallmark of his
: rule since taking power more
: thanadecadeago.

1 Li is being investigated for
: corruption and bribery, the of-
: ficial Xinhua news agency re-
. ported Thursday. He wasremo-
. ved from office in Oct 2023 after
. disappearing from public view
: fora]mosttwommths-.

stlgatmnmSemanﬂisns-

Wei Fenghe was placed under
investigation in Sept and was
suspected of “violating discipline
by helping others gain improper
benefits for money and valuables'

ply Bemg Insufﬁaently yal ToXi

‘1:

Li Shangfu Liis belng lnvestlgated
for corruption and bribery. He was
removed from office in Oct 2023
after disappearing from public
view for almost two months

sonnel arrangements,” Xinh-
ua reported.He was found to
haveaccepted a “hugeamount
of money and valuables in ret-
urn, constituting the suspect-
ed crime of taking bribes,” Xi-
nhua said, adding that he had
“lost his faith and loyalty and
contaminated the political en-
vironmentof themilitary, “br-
inging enormous damage to
the Party’s cause, the develop-
mem at‘ nannnal defence and

ot

ing insufficiently loyal to Xi.

In its statement, the mini-
stry gave no details of the alle-
gations against Li, other than
saying that his alleged crimes
were “exceptionally pernicio-
us” and that they posed “an
enormous danger”.

Li spent most of his career
as a specialist in the missile
and procurement branches,
and was under travel and fi-
nancial sanctions from the US
over the purchase of Russian
military hardware at the time
he dropped from view last
Sept. That roughly coincided
with the sudden disappearan-
ce of thenforeign minister
Qin Gang and several leading
officers in the rocket corps
amld unproven a]legatlons Of
misconduct. Li wasreplaced in
Decby Admiral DongJun. ap
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