9 killed as terrorists open-fire at bus in J&K

JAMMU, June 9 (FT1)

NINE people were killed and
33 injured as terrorists struck
a bus carrying pilgrims [rom
Uttar Pradesh in Jammu and
Kashmir's Reasi disirict on
Sunday evening, opening
on the vehicle which fell ir
a gorge, a senior police offi-
cer said,

The attack occurred on the
bus en route from Shiv Khori
temple to Mata Vaishno Devi
shrine at Kaira near Tervath
village in the Poni area. The
bus, a53-seater, veered off the
road and plungedinto a deep
gorge following the gunfire at
around 6:15 pm.

“An unfortunate incident
occurred and as per the ini-
tial reports, the terrorists had
laid an ambush and opened
fire on the bus which had left
ShivKhari for Katra. The driv-
er lost balance and the vehi-
cle fell into the gorge,” Senior
Superintendent of Police,
Reasi, Mohita Sharma told
reporters at the scene.

Sharma said the rescue
operationwas completedand

so far nine persons are dead
and 33 others injured in the
incident and they have been
shifted to different hospi
“The identity
deceased is nol g

Sharma said they usually
remainon highalert and have
fully secured the Shiv Khori
templewith frequent conduct
of area domination patrolsin
theadjoining areasfor the past
many days. “We have also
started firing practice for the
Village Defence Guards and
they all have been put on
alert,” the SSP said.

This attack marks a signif-
icant escalationinviolence in
the region, as the Reasi dis-
trict had previously been rel-
atively untouched by terror-
ist activities compared 1o
neighbouring  areas  like
Rajouri and Poonch.

Locals rushedto thesiteand
started assisting the victims.
Eyewitnesses shared harrow-
ing accountis ol the attack,
with one survivor describing

LgTis was barraged with
shots beforeitplunged
down the gorge.
Another witness recalled
seeing a masked assailant in
aredmuffler firing on the bus.
The injured pilgrims were
rushedtoTeryathHospital for
Lreatment

PM MODI TAKES STOCK
OF SITUATION AFTER TER-
RORATTACKIN J&K'S REAS1:

PRIME Minister Narendra
Modion Sundaytookstockof
thesituationarisingoutolthe
terror attack on pilgrims in
Reasi district of Jammu and
Kashmir in which nine peo-
ple were killed.

Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinhasaid the Prime Minister
directed him to constantly
maonitor the situation and
ensureall possible helptothe
alfected families,

“The Hon'ble Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi
took stock of thesituation and
directed me to constantly
monitor the situation and to
ensure all possible assistance
to the families,” Sinha said in
a post on X.

Pilgrims injured after their bus plunged into a gorge following
an alleged attack by suspected temorists, in Reasi district of
Jammu and Kashmir, on Sunday. (PT)
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14-year high!
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New Delhtt The Delhl he-
at hua turned weather res
cords to ash, From May 1
to June 10, the eity has se-
an A days when the tem:

perariire has been above.

40 dogrees Celalug, Thisis
the highest number of da-
yeinidyears,

Prom May 14 to June 10,
the oty haa continuously
poel temperatures above

ya. This too 1a the highest
pumberof days in 14 years.
This was clear from IMD
data, gathered by TOI,

Ag & comparison, 2029
and 2022 saw 10 and 27 days,
respectively, wheh the
maximum temperature
erossed 40 degrees Celsius
during the same period,

The IMD's data avallab:
le in the public domain

from 2011 onwards. It

ghows that before 2024, no

year saw the maximum
temperature crossing 40
degrees Celsius consecuti-
vely for 28 days.

Even the number of
such days in this streak
will inerease ags moerecury is
predicted to stay above 40
degrees Celsius for the
next seven days.

Delhi has seen intense
heatthissummer. Between
May 1 and June10 this year,
some stations, such as Na-
rela, Najafgarh, Pitampu-
ra, Mungeshpur and Jafar-
pur; recorded the mercury
consistently above 45.

Most weather records
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» The maximum tempera
L above 40 degrees (es
8 lonpest e

" otleast 14 years

» Scanty rainfall recelved
from March this year

Highest temperatures this season (in °C)

FrofiiMay 1 to June 10, this year recorded the  mlte
highest number of days when maximum tempera- e 2}
ture was above 40 degrees Celsius at 32 days in rr——

» The maximum temperature is likely tostay =
| above 40 degrees Celsius for the next seven days (% 2
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»Dry and warm westerly |
winds from Rajasthan and
south Haryana
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32 days of 40°C+ since May1

MAX TO STAY ABOVE 40 DEGREES

(e has remained

US since May 14
of-b"BtarIng hea{ ) maklng it

» Clear skies causing

surface to heat up
faster
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" Number of days with temp at 40°C and above
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| y ‘ inds have prevai- :
were broken on May 28and - sed 40 degrees Celsius for ~warm winds : :
99 as many stations sawpe- 81 days. ' led 1n1‘.h|?(:1tt51ri'1‘1'uz-se;1 wmdfﬁ
ak temperatures. The hig-  Experts said scanty ra- from Rajasthan analsou :
hest maximum temperatu-  infall this summer ledtoa Haryana j:h}?t are also re- :
re at Safdarjung was 46,8 hightemperature. However, cordinghig m;::;xlm 'c?':
degrees Celsius on May 29. only 0.4 mm rainfall was semet?ggtl'a;a - orise,” :
However. Narela and logged on May 11 and May aMetotticl W rplss
g this year ended with a rain In the past years, 3

Mungeshpur recorded 2
maximum of 49.9 degrees
Celsius each on May 28,
which is the highest ever
recorded in Delhi. Pitam-
puraand Pusa saw 49.8 an
49, respectively.

Hvl%?s data shows that
this current spell of inten-
se heat is more severe tharn
2013 when mercury Cros:
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deficitof 99%.InJunesofar,
Safdarjung has received
1.2mm rainfall and is sta-
ringatarain deficit of 85%.

“In the taft)sen{:e1 ff gigl-
nificant rain activity, Lex
hi has seen clear skies,
which cause the surface
heating up faster, On most
days, westerly dry

would bring down the tem- :
perature to below 40 degre- !
es Celsiusand would provi-
derespite toDelhiitesfrom &
a spell of blistering heat.
Since no intenserainisex- :
pected inthenextsevenda~
ys, themercury isexpectee :
to stay on a higher side,” :

the Met official said.
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IMPHAL, June 9 (PTI)

THE situation in Manipur's
Jiribam district  remained
“tense” but*under control” on
Sunday, after suspected mili-
tants torched two police out-
posts and at least 70 houses in
a fresh bout of violence in the
State, police said.

Additional security forces
have been deployed in the
affected areas following the
incident on Saturday, they said.

“The situation is tense but
under control in the wake of
violent disturbances that broke
outin Jiribam district in which
miscreantsiorched two police
pickets, a forest beat office...
And several houses belonging
1o both Meitel and Kuki com-
munities,” the Manipur Police
said in a stalement.

More than 70 houses were
set on fire in Lamitai Khunou,
Dibong Khunou, Nunkhal and
Begra villages, a senior police
officer said.

invalvement in the killing

lans in Manipur's Bishnupur district earliar

this year, the probe spency said in & statement on Sunday.

Lunminset Kipgen aliss Langinmany alias Mang alias Lewi, & resident of Manipur,
was amested on Saturday by the National Investigation Agency (NIAI from Central
Jail, Lakhra, in Guwahati under provisions of the Untawiul Activities (Prevention)

Act and the Arms Act, it said,

Ha is the first accused to be arrested for the gruesome killings an January 18,
when armed assailants brutally merdered fow civilians near the water treatment
plant a1 Ningthoukhong Kha Khunow, Bishnupur, the NIA statemant said.

“The NIA on Saturday arrested one persen, currently in Guwahati jail in anoth
er case, in comection with the killing of four civilians in Manipu's Bishnupur dis-
trict,” it added. The assalants had openad indiscriminate fire from sophisticated
weapmns, leading 1o the civilians’ desths, the probe agency sad.

“Police is also actively mon-
itoring social media updates,
which may incite communal
feelings amongst the commu-
nities and requests general
public to refrain from spread-

ing unfounded funverified
information,” it said.
Vinlence broke oul in Jiribam
in the ethnic strife-torn State
onThursday evening, alter sus-
pected militants killed a 59-

an,
¢ person, identified as
Soibam Saratkumar Singh,
weni missingafierhehadgone
to his farm on june 6 and lat-
er, his Lmdg.‘I was [ound with
wounds made by a sharp
object, an official had said.

Meanwhile, an irate mob
stopped a truckat Sorok Atingbi
Khunou late on Saturday and
reportedly torched essential
commuodities it was carrying,
a police officer said.

A contingent of more than
7051ate Police commandos was
airlifted from Imphal to Jidbam
Lo assist security personnel in
their operations against mili-
tants, he said.

Around 239 Meitei people,
mostly women and children,
have been evacuated [rom
peripheral areas of Jitibam on
Friday, and moved Lo a newly
set up reliel camp at a multi-
sports complex in the district,
officials added.

The State Government has

ribam

also transferred Jiribam SP A
Ghanashyam Sharma to the
post of Additional Director of
the Manipur Palice Training
College, according 1o an order
issued by the Department of
Personnel and Administrative
Reforms, The tansler order
was issued hours alter police
outposts of Tiri Mukhand Choto
Bekra, and the Goakhal forest
beat office were set afire on
Saturday moming, they said.

Reacting o the incidents of
fresh violence, newly elected
Congress MP from the Inner
Manipur Lok Sabha seat,
Angomcha Bimol Akoijam,
urged the Manipur
Government to protect thelives
and properties ol the people of
Jiribam. Jiribam, which has a
diverse ethnic composition of
Meiteis, Muslims, Nagas, Kukis
and non-Manipuris,had sofar
remained unaffected by the
ethnie strife that has been rag-
ing in the northeastern State
since May last year.



