NG that freed
South Africa firc
apartheld Io
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THE African National Congress party lost its par-
liamentary majority in a historic election result
Saturday that puts South Africa on a new political
path forthefirst time since theendofthe apartheid
system of white minority rule 30 years ago.

With nearly99% of votes counted, the once-dom-
inant ANC had received just over 40% in the elec-
tion on Wednesday, well short of the majority it had
held since the famed all-race vote of 1994 that end-

ed apartheid and

The once-dominant brought it to pow-
African National er under Nelson
Congress had Mandela. The final

: . results arestill to be
received just over 40% formally declared

in polls, well short of iassduiyom
the majority it had held s ependent

since the vote of 1994  sion that ran the
election.

While Opposition parties hailed it as a momen-
tous breakthrough for a country struggling with
deep poverty and inequality, the ANC remained
the biggest party by some way but will now need
to look for a coalition partneror partners to remain
in the government and reelect President Cyril
Ramaphosa fora second and final term. Parliament
elects the South African President after national
elections. The result ended the ANC’s dominance
three-decade dominance of South Africa’s young
democracy, but the way forward promises to be
complicated for Africa’s most advanced economy,
and there’s no coalition on the table yet.

The main Opposition party, the Democratic
Alliance, was on around 21%. The new MK Party
of former President Jacob Zuma, who has tumed
against the ANC he once led, came third with just
over 14% of the vote in the first election it has con-
tested. Which parties the ANC might approach to
co-govern with is the urgent focus now, given
Parliament needs to sit and elect a President with-
in 14 days of the final election results being offi-
cially declared. A flurry ol negotiations were set to
take place and they will likely be complicated.
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Severe flooding hits Kerala, A

NEW DELHL fume 1 (P11}

SEVERE fionding has hii erals
andAssam duetotwo eyclonie
systems, according o the
Central Water Commission
which advised continumiis
mn|1F|||rin3.'|m|prrpumdnvsn
Lo further potential Doosding.
The Centml Water
Commission  (CWC] has
wleased fis flood shiuaton
repart, dtdlingsigrifican min-
Ll anad resuldng sevens flood
conditlonsinwrionsegionsol
Indin, with Kerala and Assam
besing the most affected.
Omneayelone over Arunachal

Pradesh, combined with seromg
winds from the Bay of Bengal,
has hrought heavy mins in
Northeastern States ke Assim,
e ghalaya amd Sk

of south Kerala hips coue
hevy ruinfall in Kernla,

e Indis Meteoroligieal
Department (IMDO) has pre-
iffieted mo mheavy rains, which
are catsing rivers in both
regions to tse, The key rlvers
in Assam such as Subansiri,
Jlabharall and Koplli ape
swelling, nlfecting the districts
like Tinsukla, Darmang and
Malbarl, the advisory sald,

Paople carry thair belongings as thay walk through a flooded
road following raing after the andiall of cyclene Remal, In
Hagaon distict of Assam, on Saturday. P

Although some rivers like the
Harak e seeing reeeding water
levels, the situatdon remalng
critical. Keralpbos experienced
extrgmely beavy minfall, with
Udumbanmoar recording 23
emand Urumiseping 14 cmod
rain, the advisory sald.

Other locations such as
Kettayvamacd Pooojarreceived
11 em,while Vadavarhor got 10
e The CWE has wamed of
polental water leved rises in
several vers soross (e state,
Including the Muvattupueba,
Gayatri, Thodupuzha,
Bharathapurha, Kubinl,
Karuvannur and Perivar,

due to 2 cyclonic systems: CWC

Despite falling river water level, situation
remains critical in Assam, Manipur: CWC

NEW DELHI, June 1 (PTI}

DESPITE a falling trend in wate
lewels, the situstion remaing criti
cal in multiple dstricts of Assam
and Manipar as the rivers flow
abows danger hved, according to
the Central Water Cenmissiondata.

In Manigur, 1he Barak River a1
Chotabekra in Imphal East district
is flowing ot 28.27 motess, which
is 207 meters abova its danger

level of 28,2 matars. Atthough the
water lavel shows a lang trend,
the seware sitution persists, pos-
ing & significant risk to the sur-
OGN §r8as,

In Aszam, the Kushivara River
ot Karimgan) in Kanmpanj dstoct
s Howing a1 1625 metars, 1.1
m=ters above its dangar leval of
14,84 metzrs. The eivaris eurremtly
on o falling trand, bat the water
lavel rermains critically bigh.




Wi]l pursue robu

Marcos Jr became first
Philippineleadertodeliver the
keynote address to open the
21stedition ofthe International
Institute for Strategic Studies
(IISS) Shangri-La Dialogue in
Manila on Friday. In his
address, Marcos Jrsaid that the
commitmentofthe Philippines
to ASEAN Centrality shall
remain a “core element” of its
foreign policy.

Marcos Jr also described
India as a friend and said that
Manila would continueto pur-
sue collaboration with New
Delhi. He said, “We shall
strengthen our alliance with
the United States and our
Strategic Partnerships with
Australia, Japan, Vietnam,
Brunei, and all theothermem-
ber States of ASEAN.”

He also declared continued
strategicpartnershipswith oth-
er nationsand wished to make
more future collaborationsand
cooperations, not only in

efence but also in environ-
mental, economic, people-to-
people relations, and sustain-
able development.

“In all our multilateral
engagements, we seek 1o bridge
global conversations with our
unique regional perspectives,”
the President said.

“We will also pursue more
robust collaboration with
friendssuch as the Republic of
Korea (and) India, amongst
others,” he added.

“Geopolitics must not dis-
tract us from our fundamental
duty as civil servants, as pub-
lic intellectuals, as statesmen:
To deliver for our peoples and
to safeguard the future for the
cominggenerations. Thisisthe
reason why we strive for sta-
bility, security, and peace,” he
further said.

He stated that the mainte-
nance of peace and stability in
the Indian Ocean Region will
directly impact the develop-
ment of South Asian States.

“In the same vein, the eco-
nomic security of East Asia

oIIaboratlon

depends upon the freedom of
navigation and unimpeded
passagein the South China Sea
and the East ChinaSea and the
stability of the Korean
Peninsula and the Taiwan
Strait. By virtue of geographic
proximity and the presence of
Filipinos in Taiwan, we have a
legitimate interest in cross-
Strait issues,” Marcos Jrstated.

“The Filipino people have a
long historyoffraternal bonds
with the people on both sides
of the Taiwan Strait, Peace and
stability must  prevail.
Therefore, we continue tourge

all parties to exercise restraint
ontheissue,” he furtheradded.



Landslides, waterlogging in Kerala

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, June |
(PT1}

WITH Southwest monsoon
intensifying in Kerala two days
after its onset, heavy down-
pours lashed several parts of
the State, especially in south
and central districts triggering
landslides, uprootingLrees and
waterlogging.

Continuous rains for hours
caused widespread destruc-
tion in the high-range areas of
Kottayam and 1dukki districts,
while intense rains caused
severe waterlogging and tral-
fic snarlsin thelow-lyingareas
of Thrissur district.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) updated its
weather waming, placing the
central districtof Thrissur and
northern districts of
Malappuram and Kozhikode
under red alert on Saturday.

An orange alert was sound-
ed in Idukki, Palakkad and

Continuous rains for hours caused widesp

Wayanad ane
issued in six

A red alert indicates heavy
o extremely heavy rainofover
20 cm in 24 hours, while an
orange alert means very heavy
rain of 11 cm to 20 cm, and a
yellow alert means heavy rain-
fall between & emand 11 em.

Landslides and trees getting
uprooted were reporied ai
Poochapra and Kolappra areas,
located in the interior of the
hill district Idukki on Friday
night. Some houses and vehi-
clesweredamaged intheland-
slip, but no casualties were
reported, locals said.

Crops were destroyed and
interior roads, used by local

families, were damaged ashuge
granite bouldersfell down from
the hill and blocked the path-
ways, " We faced such ahorror...
Following the continuous
heavy rains, a landslide hap-
pened. Granite boulders, huge
stones and sand gushed
down...We felt as if the trees
were coming down by Qying,”
a villager recalled his horren-
dous experience,

A family, who had been liv-
ing in the hilly area, had a nar-
row escape as rocks fell upon
their house. They were later
shifted to a safer place, local
people added.

Traffic restrictions were put
in place along Thodupuzha-

Puliyanmalastate highwaydue
10 the possible threat of mud-
slides. As five shutters ol the
Malankara Damin ldukkiwere
raised, district authorities
advised those living on the
banks of Thodupuzha and
Muvattupuzha rivers to exer-
cise caution.

With various pans ol the
neighbouring Kotiayam dis-
trict receiving downpour, peo-
ple living close to Meenachal
and Manimalariverswere also
urged to remain vigilant.

Incessantrains thatbattered
several parts of Kottayam [or
hours since Friday evening
caused waterlogging and tral-
fic snarls. While Vadavathoor
region received 100 mm rain-
[all on Friday night, the urban
areas of Kottayam got 99 mm,
authorities said.

Though the port cityol Kochi
received moderate rains, Aluva
region of Ernakulam experi-
enced intense rains since May

oon intensifies

3 night.

The central district of
Thrissur has been experienc-
ing intense downpours since
this moming, leaving people
stranded at bus stops and rail-
waystations in large numbers,
Waterlogging and tralficsnarls
were also reporled in various
parts of the city.

As per the latesi radar
imagery, a thunderstorm
accompanied by moderate to
intense spell of rainfall with
winds gusting upto 40 kmph is
expecied in Thrissur, the Met
Department said,

Authorities have urged peo-
ple to be alert as inundation
on major roads and poor visi-
hility of vehicles may lead 1o
traffic congestion. They also
warned about looding inmany
parts of low-lying areas and
river banks. Non-essential
movements may be restricted
and people should remain ai
safe places, they added.




State Govt making various

efforts to premote green
tourism: GM Dhami

NEW DELHIL, Jure 1

IN VIEW of the immense pos-
sibilities of tourism in
Uttarakhand, with the aim of
promoting  astro-tourism,
‘NakshatraSabha’ has beenfor-
mally inaugurated at George
Everest, Mussooriee by the
Tourism Department in col-
laboration with Astro Tourism
Company. This is a different

kind of eventin itself asfor the
first time in India, ‘Nakshatra
Sabha' has been organised on
the theme of Astro Tourism.
This event will run till 2 June
2024. In line with the vision of
Chief Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami, Tourism Department
has taken thisinitiative to pro-
mote multidimensional
tourism activities in the State
apart from religious tourism.



