TAIPEL, May 27 (AP)

AUS congressional delegation
met Taiwan's new leader on
Monday in a show of support
days after China held drills
around the self-governing
island in response to his inau-
guration.

Rep. Andy Barr, the co-chair
of the Taiwan caucus in theUS
Congress, said the United States
is fully committed to support-
ing Taiwan militarily, diplo-
matically and economically.

“There should be no doubt,
there should be no scepticism
in the United States, Taiwanor
anywhere in the world, of
American resolve Lo maintain
thestatus quo and peace inthe
Taiwan Strait,” the Republican
from Kentucky said at a news
conference in the capital,
Taipei, alter thedelegationmet

hina drills

Taiwan President Lai Ching-te.
China regards Taiwan as a
renegade province that must
come under its control, by force
if necessary. The US, like most
countries, does not have for-
maldiplomatictieswith Taiwan
but is bound by its own laws
o provide the island with the
means to defend itsell.

The Chinese Government
expressedstrongopposition to
the congressional visit, saying
it undermined China-USrela-
tions and peace and stability
in the Taiwan Strait.

The lawmakers’ visit “ran
against the political commit-
ment of the US government to
maintain only unofficial rela-
tions with Taiwan, sending a
seriously wrong signal to the
separatist force of Taiwan inde-
pendence,” Foreign Ministry
Spokesperson Mao Ning said.



SEOUL, May 27 (AP)

CHINA'S premieragreed Monday W& Uive
three-way cooperation with South Korea
and Japan in the face of shared challenges,
but issued a veiled rebuke against the two
countries’ expandingsecurity cooperation
with the United States.

Chinese Premier Li Qiang met South
Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol and
Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida in
Seoul in whatwas theircountries' firstsuch
trilateral meeting in more than four years.

Many experis say justrestarting the coun-
tries' highest-level annual meeting and
agreeing on the need to improve ties is a
positive sign lor cooperation among the
three Northeast Asian neighbours, as they
all face economic uncertainties caused by
wars and instability around the world. But
how drastically their cooperation will be
promoted is unknown as the three coun-
tries have a range of long-running com-
plex issues.

Li said China wants to cooperate with

South Koreaand Japan on economicissues,
especially on supply chains and therestart
of talks on a three-way [ree trade deal.

Yoon said the three leadersagreed to pro-
mote people-to-people and cultural
exchanges, establish safesupply chain net-
works and work together to tackle shared
environmental, health and other issues.
Kishida said the three countries share a big
responsibility for regional peace and that
Japan will chair the next round of the tri-
lateral leaders’ meeting.

However, Li at one point expressed
Chinese uneasiness about JapanandSouth
Korea's moves to beefl up their security

partnership with the US, which Beijing
views as an altempt to form a bloc to con-
tain China.

“We need to have honest dialogues to
better enhance trust and resolve doubts.
We must uphold the spirit of strategic
autonomy and maintain ourbilateral rela-
tions,” Li said in comments at the start of
the meeting with Yoon and Kishida. “We
need to promote multipolarity in the world
and oppose the formation of blocs or
camps.” China is wary of Japan’s plan to
purchase 400 US Tomahawk long-range
cruise missiles and allow repair and main-
tenance of US warships in Japan to sup-
porttheiroperationsin the western Pacific.
The expansion of military drills among
South Korea, the US and Japan have also
drawn protests from China.

The trilateral meeting was also briefly
overshadowed by North Korea's abrupt
notification to Japan of its plan to launch
a satellite by early next week, an apparent
bid to place its second spy satellite into
orbit.
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North Korea plans to launch a rocke
likely carrying its 2nd militar

SEOUL, May 27 (AP)

NORTH Korea on Mond
plans to launch a rocket a
carrying its second military spy satel-
lite by early next week, drawing quick,
strongrebukes from neighbours South
Korea and Japan.

The notification of the planned
launch, banned under UN resolutions,
came as South Korean President Yoon
Suk Yeol and Japanese Prime Minister
FumioKishida met Chinese Premier Li
Qiang in Seoul for their first trilateral
meeting in more than four years.

Japan’s coast guard said it was noti-
fied by North Korea about its planned
launch of a“satelliterocket”, with safe-
ty cautioned in thewaters between the
Korean Peninsula and China and east
of the Philippineisland of Luzon begin-
ning Monday and running through
midnight June 3.

satelllte

th Korea gives Japan its launch
ormation because Japan's coast
guard coordinates and distributes mar-
itime safety information in East Asia.

North Korea’s planned launch likely
would be an attempt to put its second
military spy satellite into orbit. South
Korea's military said Friday it detected
signs of suspected preparations to
launch a spy satellite at North Korea’s
main Tongchangri launch facility in
the northwest.

The UN bans North Korea from con-
ducting any satellite launches, view-
ing them as covers for testing its long-
range missile technology. North Korea
has steadfastly maintained it has the
right to launch satellites and test mis-
siles. It says spy satellites would allow
it to better monitor the US and South
Korea’s moves and enhance the preci-
sion-strike capability of its nuclear-
capable missiles. “






