


PROJECT UDBHAV

NEW DELHL, May 21 (PTI)

THE Army has explored the
epic  battles  of  the
Mahabharata, heroic exploits

of eminent military figures
and India’s rich heritage in
statecraltunderaproject that
aims to enrich the nation's
outlook in the defence

doga®h, Army Chiel General
*anoj Pande said onTuesday.
The project ‘Udbhav’,
launched last year, delved
deep into ancient texts such
as Vedas, Puranas,
Upanishads and
Arthashastra, and it has
revealed substantial intellec-
tual convergences between
eminent Indian and Western
scholars, he said,

The Army chiel made the
remarksataconlerencetitled
‘Historical Patterns inIndian
Strategic Culture’,

llitary heritage

The project ‘Udbhav' aims
o promote indigenous dis-
course in the

Army by inte- said,
grating India’s I TOP STOHY
ancient strate-

gic acumen into contempo-
rary military domain with a
locus on making the force
“future-ready”.

“The project has delved
deep into ancient texts such
as Vedas, Puranas,
Upanishads and
Arthashastra, whichareroot-
ed in inter-connectedness,
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righteousness and ethi-
cal values,” the Army
chiefl

T

“Furthermore, it has
explored the epic battles
of the Mahabharata and
the strategic brilliance
during the reigns of
Mauryas, Guptas and
Marathas, which has
shaped India’s rich mili-
tary heritage,” he said.

(Contd on page 5) &
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Jaishankar visits Iranian embassy
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External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar during his visit to the
Embassy of Iran to express condolence on the passing away of
President of Iran Ebrahim Raisi and Foreign Minister Hossein
Amir-Abdollahian in New Delhi. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, May 21 (PTI) Jaishankar on Tuesday visited
the Iranian embassy in Delhi

and conveyed India’s deepest

EXTERNAL Affairs Minister S

condolences on the death of
President Ebrahim Raisi and
Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian in a helicopter
crash over the weekend.

Aone-daystate mourning is
beingobservedacrossIndiaon
Tuesday as a mark of respect
for Raisi.

Jaishankar said India
stands in solidarity with the
people of Iran at this very “dif-
ficult time”.

“Visited the Embassy of Iran
in Delhi today to convey our
deepest condolences on the
tragic passingawayol President
Ebrahim Raisi and my col-
league, Foreign Minister
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian,”
Jaishankar said on X.

“They willalways be remem-
bered as friends of India who
contributed immensely to the
growth of the India-Iran rela-
tionship,” he said.



Govt looks to rolling
out theatre co
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THE proposed theatre com-
mands will lay the foundation
forcatapulting the Armed Forces
into the nextorbitof military pre-
paredness and war fighting,
Chief of Defence Staff General
Anil Chauhan said on
Wednesday.

His comments came as India
looks atimplementing theambi-
tiousandlong-awaited theater-
isation plan.

In an address at an event, the
Chiefof DefenceStaff Chiefalso
called upon the three services Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) General Anil Chauhan delivers a talk on
to create a joint culture as they ‘Jointmanship: The Way Ahead’ on the occasion of 22nd Major
move towards forming “joint General Samir Sinha Memorial Lecture in New Delhi on Tuesday. (PTl)
operational
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“Creation slmctures".' ‘
of commands will He said the theatre commands will not be an end state but the

p : . beginning of the next set of reforms.
separate ‘operational The integrated theatre commands will lead to many reforms
UGB ETECERTETL BT E11 B like single to multi domain operations, fusing space and cyber
administrative functions, space into traditional domains, digitisation of battlefield infor-
allow greater focus of mation and visualisation, net centric to data centric among oth-

: ers, he said.
operational commander Developing joint culture in the Armed Forces would be “joint-

on maﬂe"_s of ness 2.0" which is the way forward, the Chief of Defence Staff said
security” delivering the Major General Samir Sinha Memorial Lecture.
(Contd on page 5)



German Foreign Minist
Russia pounds U

KYIV, May 21 (AP)

GERMANY'S Foreign Minister
arrived in Kyiv on Tuesday in
thelatest publicdisplay ofsup-
port for Ukraine by its Western
partners, although deliveries
of promised weapons and
ammunition from NATO coun-
tries like Germany have been
slowand havelelt Ukraine vul-
nerable to a recent Russian
push along parts of the
front line,

Annalena Baerbock renewed
Berdin's calls for partners to
send moreair defence systems,
as Russia pounds Ukraine with

ombsandrock-
any is the second-
st supplier of military aid
to  Ukraine after the
United States.

Ukraine's depleted troops are
trying to hold off a fierce
Russian offensive along the
eastern border in one of the
mostcritical phases of thewar,
whichisstretchingintoits third
year. Germany recently
pledged a third US-made
Patriotbattery for Ukraine, but
Kyiv officials say they are still
facing an alarming shortfall of
airdefencesagainst the Russian
onslaught. Ukrainian President

missiles,
els G

Volodymyr Zelenskyy said the
Kremlin's forces are still focus-
ing their effortson the eastern
Donetsk province and north-
eastern Kharkiv region, where
explosive-laden Russian glide
bombs are wreaking destruc-
tion on military and civilian
areas.

“This brings us back again
and again to the need for air
defence - foradditional defence
systems that could significantly
mitigate the difficulties forour
warriors and the threat to our
cities and communities,”
Zelenskyy saidonlate Monday
on social media.

sits Kyiv as
e with weapons

Zelenskyy claimed Ukraine's
forces are still in control of the
contestedareas, though Russia
says it has captured a series of
border villages.

It was not possible to inde-
pendently verify either side’s
baulefield claims.

Baerbockhad planned tovis-
it Kharkiv on Tuesday but the
trip had to be called off for
security reasons, German news
agency DPA reported. Almost
11,000 people have been evac-
uated from Kharkiv border
areas since Russialaunched its
offensive actions there on
May 10.



FIR after Kuki

against renaming of a
sacred hill of Meitei com-
munity in Churachandpur
district by a Kuki militant
outfit, which declared the
spot as 1ts_f_‘ggmp
—Kuki National Front —
‘Military Council, whichre-
named the Thangjing hill

- range as ‘Thangting’, 1s

~among the outfits that

“signed a “suspension of op-
erations” pact with the
 Centre. In March, Manipur
assembly passed a law ban-

ning renaming of places,
-:'_; naking it pumshable by




UNSG turns down Russi
resolution on ba

UNITED NATIONS, May 2 (AP)

THE United States said on
Monday that Russia last week
launched a satellite that could
be part of weaponising space,
a possible future global trend
that members of the United
Nations Security Council con-
demned even as they failed to
pass a measure against it.

The Security Council reso-
lution drafted by Russiarivalled
one backed by the USand Japan
that failed lastmonth.Therival
drafts focused on different
types of weapons, with the US
and Japan specifyingweapons
of mass destruction. The
Russian draft discussed all
types of weapons.

eUSandits allies said the
language that the 15-member
council debated on Monday
was simply meant to distract
the world from Russia’s true
intention: Weaponisingspace.

“The culmination of Russia’s
campaign of diplomatic
gaslighting and dissembling is
the text before us today,” US
Deputy ambassador Robert
Wood told the council.

Russia's UN Ambassador,
Vassily Nebenzia, denied that
his nation was trying to mis-
lead the world. Backed by China
and others, he called the vote
“aunique moment of truth for
our Western colleagues.”

“If they fail to support this,
then theywillclearly show that

backed
g arms In space

their main priority remains
keepinglreedomoftheway for
themselves to expedite the mil-
itarisation of outer space,”
Nebenzia said.

Every nation says it wants
weapons barred from space,
and Council members repeat -
ed that on Monday. But when
it was time to vote, the Council
evenly split 7-7 between back-
ers of the US and of Russia,
with Switzerland abstaining.
The measure failed under UN
Rules because it didn't receive
nine votes.

Since beforehumansleftthe
Earth, the world's most pow-
erful nations have worried
abouttheirenemies usingout-
er space to attack them .



