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Inter-Services
Orgamsatlo

THEMinistry of Defenceon Friday said that the Inter-
Services Organisations (Command, Control and
Discipline) Act has been notified through a gazette
notification, to be enforced with effect from May 10.
“Theact will ensure better coordination between
the three Services (Army, Navy, Airforce) and will
also bolster the
integrated struc-
| ture. It will prove
| tobeamilestonein
the path to India’s
military reforms,”
the Ministry said.
It said that the
i | Inter-Services
Orgdms.iuuns [lSOs} blll was pasaed by both the
Parliament Houses during the Monsoon Session of
2023 which received the President’sassenton August
15,2023, “The actempowers Commanders-in-Chief
and Officers-in-Command of ISOs to exercise con-
trol over service personnel, serving under them, for
effective maintenance of discipline and administra-
tion, without disturbing the unique service condi-
tions of each individual service,” the Ministry said.
Piloting the Bill in Parliament, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh described the Bill as necessary to
strengthen the Armed Forces in the wake of the
global security scenario. The Ministry said that,
presently, the Armed Forces personnel are governed
inaccordance with the provisions contained in their
specific Service Acts - the Army Act, 1950, the Navy
Act, 1957, and the Air Force Act, 1950.







India, Moldova ink
visa waiver pac

NEW DELHI, May 1

IND oldova on Friday
signed an agreement which
after coming into force, will
allow diplomatic and official
passports holders of either
country to travel to the other
without a visa, the Ministry of
External Affairs said.

This agreementwilladd"fur-
thermomentum” to the friend-
lyand cordial relations between
the two countries, it said.

“Pavan Kapoor, Secretary
(West), Ministry of External
Affairsof Indiaand AnaTaban,
Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the Republic
of Moldova signed an agree-
ment on visa waiver for diplo-
matic and official passports,
todayon10May,” the statement
said. This agreement, alter
coming into force “will allow
holdersof diplomatic and offi-
cial passports of either coun-
try to travel to the other, with-
out a visa', it said.



GHINA WILLING TO HELP
Indian firms to cater
to its market demand

B By K J M Varma
BEIJING, May 10 @T)

THE Chinese market is
open to all countries,
including India, China’s
new envoy to India, Xu
Feihong, has said, main-
taining that Beijing
understands New Delhi’s
concerns over its bur-
geoning trade deficitand
is willing to address this
issue by facilitating more
Indian companies to tap
the Chinese market.

The trade deficit, a
major concern of India
for years, stood at USD
99.2 billion in 2023 in the
overall bilateral trade of
USD 136.2 billion.

In 2022, the trade deficit
crossed the USD 100 bil-
lion mark by touching

Envoy Xu Feihong

USD 101 billion for the
first time. India has been
periodicallyflagging con-
cernsand pressing China
to open its IT and phar-
masectors besidesgrains,
its major export poten-
tial sectors.

In an interaction with
the PTI and China’s
CGTN-TV here before he
headed to New Delhi to
take up his posting, Xu

(Contd on page 5)



BUDAPEST, May 10 (AP)

HUNGARY and China signed
a number of new agreements
on Thursday to deéagp their
economic and cultural cOUp
eration during a visit to the
Central European country by
Chinese President Xi Jinping,
a trip meant to solidify China's
economic footprint in the
region.

Xi and Hungarian Prime
Minister Viktor Orbdn held
talksin the capital Budapestas
part ofthe Chineseleader’s final
stop on a five-day European
tour thatalso tookinSerbiaand
France. During a press brief-
ing following the talks, Orbdn
praised the“continuous, unin-
terrupted friendship” between
the two countries since his
tenure began in 2010, and
promised that Hungary would
continue to host further
Chinese investments.

“I would like to assure the
president that Hungary will
continue to provide fair con-
ditionsfor Chinese companies
investing in our country, and

Chinese President Xi Jinping, left, speaks during his joint press
conference with Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban following
their talks at the PM’s office in Budapest, Hungary on Friday.
(AP/PTI)

that we will create the oppor-
tunity for the most modern
Westernand the most modern
Eastern technologies to meet
and build cooperation in
Hungary,” Orban said.
Beijing has invested billions
in Hungary and sees the
European Union member as
an important foothold inside

the 27-member trading bloc.
In December, Hungary
announced that one of the
world’s largest EV manufac-
turers, China's BYD, will open
its first European EV produc-
tion factory in the south— an
inroad that could upend the
competitiveness of the conti-
nent’s auto industry.



