Uttarakhand: 8 fre

DEHRADUN, Apr 28 (PTI)

THE firefighting operation in
Uttarakhand’s forests with the
help ofan IndianAir Force (IAF)
helicopter continued for the
seconddayon Sundaywith the
blaze being broughtunder con-
trol in several areas, officials
said.

TheState reported eight fresh
forest fires in the last 24 hours,
gutting 11.75 hectares, com-
pared to the 23 such incidents
damaging34.175hectares from
Friday evening to Saturday
evening, the Forest
Department said in its daily
bulletin. Since November 1,
2023, Uttarakhand has so far
recorded 606 forest fires in
which 735.815 hectares of for-

A view of the fire caught in the forest in Nainital on Saturday. (ANI)

est land were gutted, the bul-
letin said,

No major fire broke out in
the forests over the past 24
hours, Kumaon's Chiel
Conservatorof Forest Prasanna
Kumar Patro said.

In the Kumaon region, fires
areragingat two to three places
in Nainital district and at one
place each in Champawat,
Almora, Pithoragarh and
Bageshwar, Patro said.

The fire in the forests of

orest flres in 24 hrs

Ladivakata and Pines area on
Nainital-Bhowali road have
been extinguished with the
help of the IAF helicopter that
was deployed on Saturday, he
said. After the forest fire in
Nainital reached dangerously
closetothe High Court Colony
and the Air Force base con-
taining sensitive equipment on
Friday, an IAF helicopter was
brought in to help quell the
flames. The forest blaze in
Nainital and adjoining areasis
gradually beingbrought under
control after the deployment
of the IAF helicopter on
Saturday morning, Chiel
Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami
said alter reviewing the situa-
tion in the Kumaon region on
Saturday night.



Private players will make space

more accessib

BENGALURU, Apr 28

PRIVATE pld¥ersinspacetech-
nologywill certainly helpspeed
up the research in the field,
Indian Space Research
Organisation chairman S
Somanath hassaidwhileinter-
acting with space enthusiasts,
through the official Instagram
page of ISRO.

Replying to an observation
that SpaceX, a private entity,
hascontributed more to space
technology than most coun-
tries, Somanath on Saturday
said America's tradition of
encouraging private compa-
nies to involve themselves in
buildingrocket enginesand, in
the case of SpaceX, to explore

chief

human flight vehicles can be
replicated by India.

Hesaid these companiesare
playingacrucialrolein advanc-
ing technology, reducing costs
andmakingspace more acces-
sible. Itis possible foreven pri-
vate companies in India to
develop these kinds of capa-
bilities, he added.

However, he said this is only
possibleif the government sup-
ports the private entity, “For
instance, some of the technol-
ogy that is owned by NASA is
transferred to Space X so that
they could develop faster. This
is why SpaceX has made
such strides, it had nearly 45
launches this vyear,” said
Somanath.



- China continues
- intoface-off, shows Jate:

~ Focus On Last-Mile Con

Rajat. Pandit@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Four years into
the face-to-face military con-
frontation in eastern La-
dakh, which also triggered
tensions all along the Line of
Actual Control, there ha's
beenno let-upin the way Chi-
‘na continues o build border
infrastructure and dual-use
‘Xiaokang' villages, streng-
then military positions and
deploy additional aircraft at
itsair-bases facingIndia,
Latest satellite imagery,
in cereportsand other
Inputs show this ongoing Ch-
nese activity in all the three
sectors of the 3,488-km LAC,
stretching from Ladakh (o
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Increased PLA activity is seen

nectivity Through Ro

in the easte,
Pradesh and Naku La in north Sikkim, a defence source said.
India also continues to match PLA with ‘mirror military deployments®

LAC infra by,
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While it has gl maloty reinforce PLA positions as
HoeIctire. Wellaslay claim by o

88 earlier  many as g8 such he rder de-

reported by TOI, fence y the bar-
China has also offset sopa an Autor

of ltsaircombatdisedvmtage
due to high-altitude terrain
constraints by deploying ad.
ditional fighters, bombers, ra.
o -connaissance aircraft ang
dronesaﬁerupgmdingﬂsair-
fields like Hotan, ;
Gargunsa, Shigatse, Bangda,
Nyingchi and Hoping, among

ok e Libetan ; ¢
Bhutmuwrthehdﬁwm

M sector near Tawang in

providingthe PLA witha 15km
shorter alternate axis to rapid:
ly build-up troops in the area,
A no-patrol buffer zone
was created around Patroll-
ing Point-14 in Galwan Valley
three weeks after the violent
clash in which 20 Indian sol-
diersand an unspecified num-
ber of Chinese troops were
killed there on June15, 2020,

Similarly, sources said,.

has been progressively
Srengthentng Millary and
transport infrastructure tothe
rear of the other buffer zones
on both banks of PangongTso,
including the Kailash range,

- and Gogra-Hot Springs, all of

which have largely come up in
<'_=__' _h' L

ground shelters,
“tions, radar sites ang Ammuni-  port aircraft

others, with new and extend-
ed runways, hardened shel-
ters, fuel and ammunition
Storage facilitios,
Latest inputs, for instance,
show two new JH-7A figh
bombersandthree"(:mhdavy_-'
liftaircraft, among others, de-
ployed at Hotan in Xinjiang to the
addtothealmost50J11andJ-7 Tso a
fightars, five Y-8 and v:7 trans- pla
and  KJ500  into.

areas that India considers its
own territory,

PLA hasa.lsobeenrbcussmg
on  last-mile connectivity
through roads, bridges, tunnels
and helipadsto its forward posi-
tions, while alsg constructing
new camps, under-
artillery posi-

tion dumps in other stretehes
of the LAC. “This increased
PLA activity isespedallybehg alread
seen in the eastern sector,
across Tawang in' Arunachal
Pradesh and Naku La in north -
Sikkim,” another source sajd.

India, of course, continues
to match the PLA with “mir-

- eds
ror military - deployments”, _
: ol



GDS Gen Chauhan’s visit to Fra
long-standing strategic p

NEW DELHI, Apr 28 (PTI)

CHIEF of Defence Staff Gen
Anil Chauhan interacted with
topexecutives ofseveral Fren
defence majors, including

and three
marines from

—

(Marine) je
Scorpene

y last year, the Defence
istry approved the pur-
chaseof26 Rafale (marine) jets

Dassault Aviation,
Safran and Naval
Group, with aview to
build futuristic capa-
bilities of the Indian
armed forces.

The interaction
was part of Gen
Chauhan's series of |
engagements during
his nearly week-long trip to
France that concluded on
Saturday.

“Chief of Defence Staff Gen
Anil Chauhan concluded a
comprehensivevisitto France,
which has reaffirmed the con-
tinued long-standing strategic
partnershipbetween Indiaand
France,” the Defence Ministry
said on Sunday.

It is understood that India's
plan to procure 26 Rafale

from France, primari-
ly for deployment on
board theindigenous-
ly built aircraft carrier
INS Vikrant.

The Ministry had
also cleared procure-
mentofthree Scorpene
submarines from
France.

Under the Indian Navy's
Project 75, six Scorpene sub-
marines have already been
constructed in India by
Mazagon Dock Limited (MDL)
in cooperation with the Naval
Group of France.

The defence and strategic
ties between India and France
have been on an upswing in
the last few years.

The two strategic partners
havebeenlooking at co-devel-

eaffirms

ership: Govt

opment and co-production of
advanced defence technolo-
gies, including for the benefit
of third countries.

Gen Chauhan held wide-
ranging talks with senior civil
and military leadership of
France on ways o bolster the
military cooperation between
armed forces of the two coun-
tries. “The interactions of the
CDS with Patrick Pailloux,
Director of Civil and Military
Cabinet of the Minister of the
French Armed Forces, and Lt
Gen Vincent Giraud, Chief of
Military Cabinetof the Minister
ofthe Armed Forces at the apex
level and also with his coun-
terpart, Gen Thierry Burkhard
have enabled exchange of views
on areas of common interests
and mutual security concerns,”
the Ministry said.

Itislearnt that the situation
in the Indo-Pacific that haswit-
nessed growing Chinese mili-
tary muscle-flexing figured in
the talks.



BRO rescues

snowfall

SRINAGAR, Apr 28 (PTI)

BORDER Roads Organisation
(BRO) on Sunday rescued
dozens of passengers whose
vehicles got stuck in snowfall
on Bandipora-Gurez Road in
Jammu and Kashmir, officials
said here. The BRO personnel
swung into action as soon as
theygot theinformationabout
35 vehicles thathadbeen stuck
on storm-hit Razdan Pass, the
officials said. They said the BRO
team firstensured the safety of
the passengers and drivers
before taking out their vehi-
clestosafety. Theroad hasbeen
closed temporarily dueto fresh
spell of snowfall in Gurez val-
ley and along the mountain-
ousareasofBandipora district.



