China, S Lanka sign 9 pa
PM holds talks wit

BEUING/COLOMBO, Mar 27 (PTI)

CHINA and Sri Lanka on
Wednesday signed nine new
agreements as Prime Minister
Dinesh Gunawardena mel
Chinese President Xi Jinping
and Premier Li Qing here amid
Colombo’s efforts to restruc-
ture its to revive its bankrupt
economy.

In his meeting with
Gunawardena on Wednesday,
Xi called for consolidation of
friendly relations between
China and Sri Lanka which he
said serves the fundamental
interests and reflects the com-
mon expectations of the two
peoples.

CHINA

SENDS 1,500

BEUING/KATHMANDU, Mar 27
(PTH

CHINA has urged the new
dispensation in Nepal to
finalise the implementation
plan for its ambitious BRI
projects that have struggled
to make any headway due to

TONNES OF DRINKING
WATER FROM TIBET TO
MALDIVES: THE Maldives
Government Tuesday
announced that 1,500 tonnes
of drinking water donated by
Chinafrom the glaciersinTibet
has reached the archipelago

s Lankan

inping, Li Qiang
China asks Nepal to speed up BRI

continuous political changes
in the Himalayan nation.

The strategic partnership
between the two countries
was discussed during the
meeting of Nepal's Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Narayan Kaji
Shrestha.

nation amidst an acute water
shortage. The decision to pro-
vide Maldives with drinking
water was reached during the
official visit of China’s Tibet
Autonomous Region’s
Chairman, Yan Jinhai to the
Maldives.



NEW DELHI, Mar 27 (FT1)

A BATTALION group of the
Indian Army, comprising mone
than 700 personnel, is wking
part In the ongoing hilateral
tri-service exercise - "Tiger
Triumph-24' - btween India
und the US, being held on the
Eastern Seaboard.

The exercise from March 18-
31 aims at developing inter
operability for conducting
Humanitarian Assistance and
Disaster Rellefl (HADR) oper-
tions and rtfining SOPs 1o
enable rapid and smooth co-
ordinathon between the forees
of the two couniries.

The Indian Army's contin-
gent, comprising one battal-
jon group is taking partin the

mes in the defence
establishment said.
The 14-iday exercise is belng

secand edhinn of the tri-serv-
ice exercise, along with the
Indian Navvand the Indian Alr

frimary focus of the
Preise Is to enhanee bter-
operability, strengthen bilut-
eralrelations, and refine capa-
bilities in HADRand sub-con-
ventinnal perations.

“Thie exercise has witnessed
theamphibiouscapahilitiesol
the Indiin Army in conven-
tional and sub-conmventional
scenarios, The Indian Ammy is
represenied by an ntegraled
banaliongroupin theexercise,
with strength of pver 700 Army
personnel, showcasing newly
procured prinducted weapons
and state-of-the-arn
echnological infusions,” a

defence source suid,

TheIndian Army contingent
i represented by components
from Infantry, mechanised
infuntry, Para (Special Forces),
artillery, engineers and other
suppornting arms apart from
assorted systems of multiple
drones, anti-dro neeguipment,
and 1CVs (infantry combat
veehicles), the sources suid.

The harbour phase
meluded  communication
checks o ensure seamless co-
ordination between the par-
ticipating lorces,

“Persennel from both coun-
rries exchanged visits o each
other's ships, fostering muitu-
al undersanding and collah-
oration. These interactions not
only strengthened interper-

lumph’ with US

soml bands but also facilivar-
ed the exchange of bost prac-
tices and operational 1ech-
nlgues,” the source added.
The sea phuse which com-
menced an Tuesday, nvolves
o "strate gic move 1o a simulat-
el island country,” setting the
stuge for o series of complex
operations. The lirst major
operation will be a ship-to-
shore move, demonsteming the
precision and co-ordingtion
reqquited foramphibious oper-
ativns, they said
Thisineludes oo s 10 swifi-
ly disembazk and establish a
secure perimeler, showeasing
their professionalism  and
rediliness forchallenging envi-
ronments, the sources in the
defence establishment sald,



ELEGCTIONS THE EC WAY: Rea
last VOTER in India’s r

up to exercise their franchise on
November 12, 2022, notwith-
standing the [reezing cold.
Himachal Pradesh had 65
polling stations at the
height between 10,000 to
12,000 feet and 20 pollingsta-
tions above the height of 12,000
feet from sealevel,” said an EC report.
In Meghalaya, polling personnel had

NEW DELHI, Mar 27 (PTI)

TRAVERSING jungles and snow-
capped mountains, wading through
rivers with life jackets on, trekking for
miles and carrying EVMS on horse-
back and on elephants, Election
Commission teams reachtheremotest
cornerand the most inaccessible spot
Lo ensure no voter is left out.
Fanning out across the length and
breadth of India, right fromthe world's
highest polling station at 15,000 feet
above sea level to a booth in a ship-
pingcontainerinanislet, the EC
could well be moving
mountains to conduct
elections in the world's
largest democracy. The
idea, said Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv Kumar,
is that “no voter is left behind”,
“We will walk the extra mile so that
voters don't have to. We will go in the
snowed mountains and jungles. Wewill

o\l

gothrough horses and helicopters
on the bridges and even ride
phantsand i
one is able 1o
lier this month while announcing

£
theschedule for 18th Lok Sabha . 06

polls this month. In the

upcoming Lok Sabha 00“\

polls, 84 special
will be

polling
\©
set up for

booths
"0 internally-dis-
o placed persons of
Manipur to vote at relief
camps. Over 50,000 displaced
peoplewillbeeligible tovoteatthese
booths which will be set up in or near
relief camps. According to Election
Commission records, Tashigang in
Himachal Pradesh’s Lahaul and Spiti
hastheworld’shighest polling station
located at 15,256 [eet above sea level.
“All 52 electors of the village turned

o wear life
jackets and
were accom-
panied by
divers 1o a
riverine
pollingstation
in Kamsingvil-
lage. “The vil-
lage, which

g the very

otest corner

and non-motorable polling
stationofMeghalaya,” reads
an anecdote shared by EC,
In another hamlet with
just one voter in Malogam
in Arunachal Pradesh, elec-
tion workers travelled 300
miles over four days across
winding mountain roads
and river valleys in 2019,

survives on =N

betel nut farm-
ing and solar
electricity, has
the farthest

Voters pose for photos after casting their
votes at a polling station, in Ladakh,
(PTI file photo)



Presidents of France, Brazil announce $11 br

SAQ PAULO, Mar 27 (AP)

THE Brazilian and the French
Presidents have announced a
plan o investone billion Euros
(USD 1.1 billion}) in the
Amazon, including parisofthe
rainforest in neighbouring
French Guiana.

The two countries'
Governments said in a joini
statement the money will be
spread over thenext fourvears
Lo protect the rainforest. Itwill
be acollaborationof State-run
Brazilian banks and France's
investmen! agency. Privaie
resources will also be wel-
comed, Braziland Francesaid.

French President Emmanuel
Macron and his Brazilian coun-
terpart LuizIndeio Lula daSilva
aremeeting thisweek torevive

Brazil's President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, left, and French President Emmanuel Macron pose for
photos on Combu Island, near Belem, Para state, Brazil, on Tuesday. Macron is on a three-day official

visit to Brazil.

(AP/PTI)

jestment plan for Amazon

the relationship beiween the
countries after years of fric-
tions withformer President Jair
Bolsonaro, deepen co-opera-
tion to protect the rainforest,

Macronstarted his three-day
visit to Brazil in the Amazon
cityolBelem, where he methis
long-timeally Lula. The French
President then wok a boat to
theCombuislandto meetwith
Indigenous leaders,

Both Macron and Lula saw
a protest by Greenpeace Brazil
with banners that read "No oil
in the Amazon" Brazils
Government has contemplat-
ed allowing the tapping of oil
in a region close to the Para
State, where Belem lies,

Lula said that Macron’s vis-
itis part of a global bid (o beef
up rainforest protections.



China will develop deep
sea port and Colom

In Restructuring Of
External Debt Too’

‘Colombo: Sri Lanka's PM :
said on Wednesday that Chi- e AT |
na has pledged to develop the Lanka PM Gunawardena (L) with
island nation's strategic de- China President Xi in Beijing 9
- ep mrtpgg and the capital's ] :
~ airpo er talks with his : an ' :
. counterpart in Beijing. PM BOth Slgﬂ 9 paCtS
: Dinesh Gunawardena said hlnaandSﬁ Lankaﬂﬂ%d
: China— thaislandﬁblggest :
: bilateral creditor — would
¢ “assist” Sri Lanka’s restruc-
: turingof externaldebt,akey
i condition to maintaining a
1,32 ﬂhﬂ]mnlMFbaﬂnut _

enametcrlmaseFresidentxi
Jinping and Premier Li Qing. In
his meeting with Gunaward-

‘ena, Xi called for consolidation
- offriendly relations between
: chinaaquri Lanka. Chinais
'rkwtthSri Lanka




‘border march’ to highli

LEH, Mar 27 (PTI)

CLIMATE activist Songm
Wangchuk on Wednesda
announced the agitation to
demand statehood for Ladakh
will be intensified and a ‘bor-
der march’ will be held on April
7in theeasternpartofthe Union
territory to highlight ground
realities, including alleged
encroachments
by China. Wangchuk, who is
partoftheLeh-based Apexbody
that comprises social, religious
and political organisations, said
theyareadopting the Gandhian
approach in their agitation,
which is vital to safeguard the
fragile environment of the
region and the indigenouschar-
acter of its population.

i

A ﬂ ‘J ’

“We are followers of
(Mahatma) Gandhi's
Satyagraha. We are demanding
the fulfilment of the promises
made to us by this (BJP)
Government through its man-
ifestos which led its candidates
to win parliamentary polls (in
2019) and hill council polls
in Leh (2020),” he told a gath-
ering here.
Theactivistended his2 1-day-
long hunger strike in support
of the demand for statehood

for Ladakh and its inclusion in
the Sixth Schedule of the
Constitution on Tuesday
evening. “Thefirst phase of the
hunger strike will be followed
by a chain hunger strike by
women, youths, religiouslead-
ers and elders. On April 7, we
will launch a march to
Changthang (in the east of Leh
alongtheborder with China)like
Gandhi's Dandi Marchunderthe
CivilDisobedience Movement,”
Wangchuk said. Hesaid the Leh-
based Apex body will lead the
march to highlight the ground
realities of Ladakh, Wangchuk
alleged that nomads were los-
ing prime pasture land to huge
industrialplantsto thesouth and
Chinese encroachments to the
north.



joperation in multiple sectors

KUALA LUMPUR, Mar 27 (PTI) Office said that Anwar and
Jaishankar exchanged views 5 . . . - .

EXTERNAL Affnirs Minister § wnel diseussed vouperation in Nﬂl'lllalﬂy mn tIES W|ﬂ1 Gl’lll’lﬂ 'H'I" l.'llllj' hﬂ ﬂﬂhlﬂ\'ﬂd
lalshankar oo Wednesday the arens of wade, sclence and - ']
culled on Malaysinn Prime technulopy, education, uyn- has&d on tl‘ﬂdlti{lﬂal dEﬂiﬂyﬂ'lﬁl'lt l.'lf tl’ﬂﬂps
Minkster Anwar Theabim and culiure, iourlsm, delence and
the two leaders exchanged digital, and also on region KLUALA LUMPUR, Mar 27 (FT1 never compramise un i, " thie Chinese, | talk o my coun-
wiews and discussed coogiera- Issues Including Myanmar T I AT faishankar  sald  while lerpart. We meet feom time 1o
tiom in the areas of rade, sci- Earlier, Jaishankar met his NORMALLY in bilateral ties responiing o a guesd time. Our mililary com-
enee and technology, sduca- COMTIE with Clhilna will only  be (hecurrent stienln el i Ers nego date with each
tion, agriculiure, fowrism, Mobamad bin Haji Hasan The achicved based on  the Homs with China during his other, Hul we are very clear
defenes and olso on egional two foreign mindsters hedd o traditionnl deployment of Interaetion with the Tndian that we had on agresmant.
lasues including Myantmat. " productivee and rank discus- trocps and thit will be the i spara here in the Milavsion There 18 a Lioe of Aciual

Fishankar, who s here ona siom, imehoding exchanging prerequisice for the melation- caphal, Contrd, We bave u radition
tiwvo-diayaffe fal visit, met Amwar wiews on the muldfacewd ship going forward with Hesald every countrywanls of not bringkng troops 1o that
n1 the Prime Minister's Dffice dimensions of Malaysia-Tndin Beijing, External  Affnirs “glmdln]uliu hirs neigh- lime, Roth of us have bases
and the meetlng lnsiesd aboul D lateral affais aswell as negtdon- Mindster S laishankar sald en beers Who deesna't! Butevery sone distaneeaway, whichls
un hiur, the official Bemama al and intemational ssues of Wetdnesdny, relutinmabip has i he found- our traditional deploymeni
news agency reported. In o il interest," the Malayslon External Affalrs Minister 5. Jalghankar with Prime Minlster of “My [t duty 1o Indlans s ed onsorme basls,” place, And we wamt thag nor
stntement issued after the Ministry ol Forelgn AR said Malays=ia Anwar lbrahim during 8 mesfing, in Kuala Lumpur on ti seeure the horder, | can “Wenestillnegatiatingwith maley,” he said.
meetng the Peime Minlsier's I i of izl statement. Wednesday, PTI}



