NEW DELHI, Mar 19 (PTI)

THE Indian Air Force has car-
ried out an activation of an
Emergency Landing Facility
airstrip on a national highway
in Andhra Pradesh’s Bapatla
district, showcasing high level
of “synergy and liaison”
between the IAF, civil agencies.

The activation was con-
ducted on March 18, a senior
IAF official said on Tuesday.

The 4.1 km long and 33-m
wide concreteairstriphas been
constructed by the National
Highways Authority of India
(NHAI) as per specifications
provided by the IAE

The Emergency Landing
Facility (ELF) airstrips enhance

flexibility ofairoperationsdur-
ing contingencies and are
invaluable assets during
humanitarian assistance and
disasterreliel operationsin far
flung areas, IAF officials said.

“While other airstrips are
already operational in various
parts of the country, this ELF

in Andhra Pradesh has been
recently operationalised in
peninsularindia,” theIAFsaid.

OnMarch 18, the IAF's fight-
er and transport aircraft “car-
ried out operations on an ELF
airstrip on national highway-
16 near AddankiinBapatladis-
trict,” the official said.



~ India had world’s
3rd worst air in.’23,

Delhi foul/esté\pital

Bihar’s Begu
Most Potiuted
Globally: Report
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New Delhi: India wasranked
the third most polluted count-
ry and New Delhi the most
polluted capital in the 2023
World Air Quality report by
Swiss tech company, IQAIr
The latest report by the com-
pany that provides live infor-
mation on major air pollu-
tants globally, found Begusa-
raiin Bihar as the most pollu-
ted city globally last year.

The report, released Tu-

esday, showed Bangladesh
and Pakistan were the top

in 2023.India showedarelati-
vedeclineasthe country was
: ranked gth in 2022, an iImpro-
i vement from 2021 when it

hadtheSthrank.
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WAS 8TH LAST YR

» In 2023, India’s air quality
was 3rd worst globally after

| B'desh & Pak. It had ranked

8th in 2022 & 5th in 2021
MOST POLLUTED CITIES
> Begusarai, Guwahati &
Delhi were world’s top 3
polluted cities last year

CAPITAL SHAME

> Delhi was most polluted
capital with annual PM2.5
at 92.7 pg/m3 — WHO's safe
limit is 5 pg/m3 — a spike of
10% from2022 |
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2023: Heat, climate

markers broke record’ :
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India Al Mission gets Rs 2,000 cr for

startups: Meity Start

NEW DELHI, Mar 19 (PTI)

THE Government has ear-
marked over Rs 2,000 crore for
funding
and sup-
portingAl-
related
startups,
and the
scheme
will be

. rolled in
=y b the next
JitendraVijay fiscal,
beginning

April 1, a senior Government
official said on Tuesday.
While speaking on the side-
lines of Startup Mahakumbh,
Meity Startup Hub Chief
Executive Officer (CEO)
Jitendra Vijay said the
Governmentisprovidingalarg-
er funding programme for the
priority sector throughvarious
plans like a design-linked
incentive scheme for semi-
conductor design, among
others. “Cabinethasapproved
India Al Mission where more
than Rs 10,000 crore is being
allocated in supporting Al

ecosystemin India. More than
Rs 2,000 crore is allocated for
funding and supporting Al-
related startups. We are look-
ing more atfiguringoutmech-
anisms for the deployment of
these programmes and
schemes on both sides. This
should be operationalised
within the fiscal year,” Vijay
told PTL

The Cabinet approved the
India Al Mission in the first
week of March with an outlay
of Rs 10,372 crore for live years
to encourage Al development
in the country.

Under the mission, super-
computing capacity, compris-
ing over 10,000 GPUs (graph-
ics processing units) will be
made available to various
stakeholdersforcreatinganAl
ecosystem.

Vijay said that Meity Startup
Hub (MSH) is currently sup-
porting and funding 143 incu-
bators and centres of excel-
lence (CoE)across Indiaas well
asprovidingfundingtoall start-
ups from the idea level to the
growth stage through funds of
funds.



In Red Square spee

cle, Putin

~ hails conquests in Ukraine
Calls On ‘KGB’s HXEYLLINE OF NO CONTROL _ sauocee Aowasyy

Heirs’ To Bust
West Sanctions

| ismost beloved crooner
|| sang a nationalistic
A ballad withanappeal to
Russians: “The Motherland is
calling. Don’t let her down,”
Hisfavouriteband belted outa
moody song about wartime
sacrifice. And then hetook the
stage, under a banner celebra-
ting the 10th anniversary of
Crimea’s seizure from Ukrai-
: ne, to remind thousands of
: Russians gathered on Red Sq-
uare that his fight to add terri-
tory to Russia wasn’t over.
President Putin, a day af-
terathree-day election swiftly
declared that he had won mo-
rethan 87 % of the vote, signal-
led Monday that the war aga-
inst Ukraine would continue
to dominate his rule and cal-
led for unity in bringing the
people of eastern Ukraine
“back to their home family”
“We'will move on together, ha-
nd in hand,” he told the crowd,
boasting of a restored railro-
ad line that he said would soon
connect to Crimea through
territory taken from Ukraine.
Conducting business as
usual on Tuesday, Putin told
the Federal Security Service,
the main successor to the So-
viet-era KGB, to help Russian
companies bust Western san-

ctions and expand their clout
into new markets around the
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PUTIN WINS 87% VOTES

WHAT
ABAUT THE I13%
AGAINST YoU?Z

SIBERIAN RE-EPUCATION
IMPORTANCE OF VOTING

THEY'LL BE SENT TO
LAMPS TO LEARN THE
CORRECTLY

‘Putin to visit China in
May for talks with X’
resident Putin will travel to
China in May for talks with
Xi Jinping, in what could be the
Kremlin chief's first overseas
trip of his new term, according

to five sources. When asked,
the Kremlin said information on

Putin’s visits would be released
closer tothe date. reuters

der assaults, which have mar-
red his re-election week. He
claimed Russian troops 1.11ﬂ1c~
ted “heavy losses” on units th-
at he said where made up of
regular Ukrainian soldiers,

sasseshenenanipinanse

world. He also addressed bor-  foreign mercenaries and pro-

Ukraine’s survival in
danger: Pentagon

U S defpnce secretary Lioyd
Austinon Tuesday warned
that Ukraine’s survival was in
danger and sought to convince
allies that the US was commit-
ted to Kyiv. Speaker Mike John-
son has refused to call a vote on
a bill that would provide $60 bil-
lionin aid for Ukraine. reutens

Ukrainian Russian
“About these traitnrsfgw};m
stnot forget who they are, we -

ALY them by name,




India, US hold exercise Tig

VISAKHAPATNAM, Mar 19 (PTD)

THE Indian and US navies on
Tuesday held a bilateral tri-

service Humanitarian
Assistance and Disaster B
(HADR)  exercise, Tiger

Triumph - 24 on the Eastern
Seaboard.

The HADR exercise repre-
sents therobuststrategic part-
nership betweenIndiaand US,
with the drill aimed at sharing
best practices and standard
aperating procedures (SoPs).

“The Harbour Phase of the
exercise is scheduled at
Visakhapatnam from March 18
to 25, which includes pre-sail = —
discussions, subject matter
expert exchange on profes- == :
sional subjects and delibera- the Visakhapatnam-based
tions on planning and execu- Eastern Naval Command
tion procedures of various (ENC] ol the Indian Navy.
tasks,” saida press release from (ther Harbour Phase activ-

ities include [riendly sporis
events to [urther enhance
camaraderie between the par-
ticipating armed [orces per-

sonnel of both nations.
Scheduled from March 26 1o

31, the Sea Phase will involve

the naval units from both the

fooard INS Jalashwa in Vizag

countries setting up joint com-
mand and control centre and
ajointreliefand medical camp,

Further, aplanningand coor-
dination exercise would be
conducted to discuss and refine
SoPs to enable rapid and
smooth coordinationbetween
the forces of both India and
United States.

Indian Navy's landing plat-
form dock and landing
ship tanks (large), along with
theirintegrallanding craftsand
helicopters will be participat-
ing in the Tiger Triumph-24
exercise.

The Indian Army willbe rep-
resented by one infantry bat-
talion group with mechanised
forcesand the Indian Alr Force
(IAF) will deploy medium lifi
aircralt, transport helicoplers
and a Rapid Action Medical
Team (RAMT).



NEW DELHI, Mar 19 (PTI)

NOMINATIONS for the first
phase of the seven-phase
parliamentary elections in
12 States on 102 seats will
begin on Wednesday, an
electionofficial said. 102 par-
liamentary constituencies
will vote in the first phase of
the Lok Sabha polls on April

March 27 is Te last date for
filing of nominations.

The scrutiny of nomina-
tions will be done on March
28 andthelastdate for with-
drawal of candidature is
March 30. The counting of

polls to begin today

votes will take place on June
4, the Election Commission
said. This time the Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP) has
announced to contest the
elections alone while the
Samajwadi Party hasformed
analliance with theCongress
and both parties are parl of
the Opposition L.N.D.LA.
bloc. The Rashtriva Lok Dal

has joined hands with the
Bharatiya Janata Party-led
National Democratic
Alliance.

Inthe 2019 Lok Sabhaelec-
tions, the BJP won 62 seals
and its ally Apna Dal (S) two
seats, decimating the SP-BSP
alliance. The Congress won
the lone Rae Bareli seat of
Sonia Gandhi.




Army’s tech unit headed
by Colonel-rank officer

from GORPS OF SIG

NEW DELHI, Mar 19 (PTI)

SIGNALS Technology
Evaluation and Adaptation
Group (STEAG), an elite
of the In
raised in Delhi, \
Colonel-rank officer from the
Corps of Signals, with a pri-
mary aim to enhance the
communicationinfrastructure
of the force, officials on
Tuesday said.

This unit, with a strength of
nearly 280 personnel, will
undertake research and eval-
uation of futuristic communi-

cation nologies like 6G,
i Intelligence, machine
rming and quantum
computing for defence appli-
cations in view of the chang-
ing nature of the field.

“The primary aim is to
enhance the communication
infrastructure of the Indian
Army,” a senior official said.

This group will be opera-
tional under the Signals
Directorate and is based in
Delhi. Itisheadedbya Colonel
rank officer of the Army
zfrom the Corps of Signals,
official said.

Major Rajprasad RS of Corps
of Engineers gets patent for
multi target detonation device

NEW DELHI, Mar 19 (ANI)

THE Indian Army achieved yet another milestone with a patent granted
for the innovation of a Portable Multi Target Detonation Device (WEDC).
It was developed by Major Rajprasad RS of the Corps of Engineers.

The innovation, which would enable troops to undertake demolition at
long range with increased safety and several advanced features, has
been inducted in the Indian Army. The device developed by Major
Rajprasad is aimed at enhancing the safety and reliability of the detona-
tion of multiple targets and overcoming the limitations of the previously
used Exploder Dynamo Capacitor. The previously utilised system is a
mechanically operated wired system with limited range of 400 metres.

The requirement of the Indian Army was to increase the safety range
and carry reserve demolition of multiple targets wirelessly from longer
ranges. This device is a microprocessor based electronic system that
offers a long range of 2.5 kilometres with both wired and wireless mode
of firing. Multiple targets can be selectively fired- both independently or
simultaneously. It provides great advantage in reserve Demolition of ene-
my targets, Destruction of IEDs from longer ranges.



