(TR0 orders removal of

West Bengal DGP, Home ecys in 6 States

NEW DELHI, Mar 18 (PTI)

SEEKING toensure alevel-play-
ing field in the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, the Election Commission
on Monday ordered the
removal of the Home
Secretaries of Gujarat, Unar
Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand,
Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand, and it also direct-
ed the shunting out of West
Bengal DGP Rajeev Kumar.

Also, the Secretary of the
General Administrative
Departmentsof Mizoramand
Himachal Pradesh have been
removed.

The decision to shift the
West Bengal DGP was taken
astheofficerwasremoved ear-
lier too from active election
management-related duty
duringthe2016Assembly elec-
tion in the State and in the
2019 Lok Sabha elections, the
sources pointed oul.

The EC has asked the State
ChiefSecretary to post Rajeev
Kumar to a “non-election”
relatedassignment, and, asan
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BUREAUCRATIC RESHUFFLE: The Home
Secretaries of Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Jharkhand, Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand
were removed as they were found to be holding
dual charges in the offices of the Chief Minister in

the respective States.

interimarrangement, postan
officer immediately junior to
himasDGPTheState hasbeen
asked to send a panel of three
officers who would be posted
as the DGP.

The Home Secretaries of
Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,

Jharkhand, Himachal Pradesh
and Uttarakhand were
removed as they were found
to be holding dual charges in
theofficesof the Chief Minister
in the respective States. This
may potentially compromise
or be seen (o be compromis-

Vivek Sahay
named new
DGP of Bengal

KOLKATA, Mar 18 (PTD

FOLLOWING the instruc-
tion of the
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Bengal Government on
Monday appointed Vivek
Sahay as the new DGP of

(Contd on page 3)

ing the impartiality and neu-
tralityrequired during the elec-
toral process, especially in
maltters relating to law and
order and deployment of

forces, they noted.
The pollpanel usually takes
(Contd on page 3)




N Korea fires short-ran
missiles after US-S

SEOUL, Mar 18 (AP)

NORTH Korea fired mul
short-range ballistic missil®
toward its eastern waters on
Monday morning, its neigh-
bours said, days after the end
of the South Korean-US mili-
tary drills that the North views
as an invasion rehearsal.

The launches were North
Korea’s first known missile test-
ingactivitiesinabouta month.
Outside experts earlier pre-
dicted North Korea would
extend its run of missile tests
and intensify its warlike rhet-
oric ahead of the US presi-
dential election in November
to boost its leverage in future
diplomacy.

Japan’s Defence Ministry said
North Korea fired three missiles,
twotogetherat7:44amandthe
other about 37 minutes later.
Japanese Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida told a parliamentary
session that the North Korean
missiles landed in the waters
between the Korean Peninsula
andJapan, alloutsideof Japan's

gallistic

ea drills end

exclusive economic zone, and
thatnodamage orinjuries have
been reported.

Kishida denounced North
Korea's repeated ballistic mis-
sile tests as acts “that threaten
the peace and safety of Japan,
the region and the international
society”.

He said Japan strongly
protested against North Korea
over its testing activities, say-
ing they violated UN Security
Councilresolutionsthatban the
North from engaging in any
ballistic activities.

South Korea's militarysaid it
also detected “several” sus-
pected short-range ballistic
launches by North Korea on
Monday moming,



Putin wins his f

|

Russian President Vladimir Putin speaks during a visit to his
campaign headquarters after a presidential election in Moscow,

Russia on Sunday.

(AP/PTI)

B Putin has led Russia
as President or PM
since December 1999

B PM Modi congratulated
Putin saying, ‘looking
forward to boost
time-tested ties’

MOSCOW, Mar 18 (AP)

PRESIDENT Vladimir Putin
basked in an election victory
that wasneverindoubt, as offi-

cials said Monday that he had
won hisfifth termwith arecord
number of votes, underlining
the Russian leader’s total
control of the country’s polit-
ical system.

After facing only token chal-
lengers and harshly suppress-
ing Opposition voices, Putin
was set to extend his nearly
quarter-century rule for six
more years. Even with little
margin for protest, Russians

(Contd on page 3)
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Navy on Saturday rescued seven Bulgarians who ne partofa
: crew that was held hostage by pirates aboard a hijacked ship  :
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New Delhi: Bulgarian crew members, including
President Rumen Radev 7 BG nationals. Thank
Monday thanked PM Na-  you for support and great
mﬂm%&r Indian aﬂ‘urit. We m::tinua to
Navy’s anti-piracy oper- work together to protect
ation that saw it success-  livesof thecrew,” said Ga-
fully rescuing seven Bul-  briel, who is also the min-
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T SECTOR TO SEE 3-

GROWTH

IN FY25, HIRING ¥ BE MUTED: IGRA

MUMBAL Mar 18 (PTI)

INDIAN IT secto
growth is expected to ¢
a tepid 3-5 per cent in FY25, a
domesticratingagencysaidon
Monday.

The sector’s hiring will
“remain muted” in the near-
term until thegrowth momen-
tum picks up, ICRA Ratings
said. However, the companies
profitability is expected to be
resilient amid concerns on
topline growth, it said, adding
the operating profit margins
for the USD 250 billion Indian
ITsectorwillcomeatahealthy
21-22 per cent in FY25.

The agency said in the first
nine months of the ongoing
2023-24, theindustry has post-
ed a revenue growth of just 2
percent,asagainst3-5percent
it had estimated for the sector

in the past.

The topline growth for the
first nine months of FY23 had
stoodatahealthy 9.2 per cent.

Persistent macroeconomic
headwinds in key markets of
the US and Europe, which has
led to lower discretionary IT
spendsbycorporate has led to
expectations of tepid revenue
growth even in FY25, its sector
head Deepak Jotwani said.

He, however, added thatcrit-
ical spending and cost opti-
misation dealscontinue Lo gain
traction, supporting the growth
prospects for the Indian IT serv-

ices companies to “some
extent.”

The agency expects pick-up
in the growthmomentum once
the macroeconomic head-
winds subside on strong order
books and deal pipeline of most
companies and tech spends
becoming far more integral to
overall capital allocation for
corporate after the pandemic.

Whileitexpectshiringactiv-
ity toremainmuted, the agency
said theattrition levels will sta-
bilise over the nearterm, inch-
ingcloser to the long-term aver-
age of 12-13 per cent, as over-
all slowdown in growth
momentum and strong hiring
in the previous fiscal has cor-
rected the demand-supply mis-
match witnessed earlier.

The agency maintained its
stable outlookon the sector for
the new fiscal.



