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defence cooperation agree-
ment with Maldives toprovide
free military assistance to fos-
ter “stronger” bilateral ties,
weeks after President Moha-
med Muizzu set a deadline for
the withdrawal of thefirstgro-
up of Indian military person-
nel from his island nation.
Maldives defence minister
Mohamed Ghassan Maumoon
met with major general Zhang
Baoqun, deputy director of
the office for international mi-
litary cooperation of China, to
discuss enhancing defence co-
operation between the count-
ries. Maumoon and Zhang
“signed an agreement on Chi-
na’s provision of military assi-
stance gratis to the Republic
of Maldives, fostering strong-
er bilateral ties,” Maldivian
defence ministry posted on X.
The details of the defence coo-
peration agreement were not
provided. Meanwhile, China
has also gifted 12 eco-friendly
ambulances to Maldives, Edi-
tion.mv news portal reported.
The visit of the Chinese
military delegation took place
days after Male allowed Xiang
Yang Hong 03, a hi-tech Chine-

The pact was s:gned weeks after
President Muizzu set a deadline
for the withdrawal of Indian
military personnel from Maldives

seresearch ship tomakea port
call for the “rotation of its per- :

sonnel and replenishment.”

On Jan 5, Sri Lanka, while de-

nying entry to the same ship,

said ithasdeclaredamoratori- :

um on foreign research ships

entering its waters for a year :
amid concerns from India :
over Chinese research vessels :
docking in its neighbourhood :
and collecting data from the :

oceans for military purposes.

The visit of the Chinese :
military delegation to Maldi- :
ves is taking place days after :
India confirmed its first civili- :
an team of technical experts
has reached the island nation
to replace military personnel :
operating an advanced light

helicopter in the country: pri
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3 underwater data cables through

Red Sea cut amid Houthia

pubai: Anincident inRed Sea
has cut three underwater sea
cables providing internet and
telecommunications around
the world as the waterway re-
mains a target of Yemen's Ho-
uthirebels, officials said Mon-
day. A statement by Hong
Kong-based HGC Global Com-
munications acknowledged
the cuts but did not say what
caused the lines to be severed.
There has been concern about
the cables being targeted in
the Houthi campaign, which
therebels describeasaneffort
to pressure Israel to end its
war on Hamas in Gaza Strip.
Houthis have denied attack-
ingthe lines, however.

While global shipping alre-
ady has been disrupted thro-
ugh Red Sea, a crucial route for
cargo and energy shipments
from Asia and Middle East to
Europe, the sabotage of tele-
communication lines could
further escalate the month-
slong crisis. Meanwhile, a su-
spected Houthi attack targeted
anew ship in Gulf of Aden.

The cut lines include Asia-
Africa-Europe 1, Europe India

Seacom and TGN-

Gulf, HGC Global Communica-
tions said_ Tt described the cuts
as aﬁwﬁﬁ"s’ﬁ% of the traffic
m~aw Red Sea. It
;Rad Sea route as

max for data moving from
onwudwnu_ropeandsﬂ'
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Ch1ldren look out of a window duﬁng the funeral cf a Palestlman teen who was
killed in an air rald near Ramallah in Israeli-occupied West Bank on Sunday
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ign worker was killed
fa?rrjt?:o workers from India
seriously wounded by an
anti-tank missile attackin
northern Israel Monday-
casualties, whowere wereevacu
from agricultural land near the
Lebanon border, had shrap cenfai "
injuries, ambulance servi |
it did not confirmthe nationality
ofthe worker killed. REUTERS

fic. HGC Global Communica-
tions described the Seacom-
TGN-Gulf line as being two se-
parate cables when it is actual-
ly one at the area of the cut,
according to Tim Stronge, a
subsea cable expert with Tele-
Geography, a Washington-ba-
sed telecommunications mar-
ketresearchcompany.
Responding to questions

from AP, Seacom said that
“initial testing indicates the

affected segment lies within

Yemeni maritime jurisdic-
tions in Southern Red Sea”. It

said it was rerouting the traf-

fic it was able to change, tho-

ugh some services were down.

Tata Communications,
part of the Indian conglomera-
te and behind Seacom-TGN-

Gulf line, told AP it “initiated
immediate and appropriatere-

medial actions” after the line
-was cut. “We invest in various
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cable consortiums to increase
ourdiversityand hence insuch
situationsof acablecutorsnag
weare able to automatically re-
routeour services,” Tata said.
In early Feb, Yemen's in-
ternationally recognised govt
in exile alleged Houthis plan-
ned toattack the cables. Theli-
nes appeared to have been cut
on Feb 24, with the organisa-
tion NetBlocksnoticing inter-
net access in the East African
nation of Djibouti suffering
from interruptions two days
later. Seacom, one of the four
cables cut, serves Djibouti.
- Butfor their part, Houthis
have denied targeting the cab-

‘les. Houthis blamed the dis-

ruptions on British and US

military operations but have

made falseclaims in the
- Itremains unclear hy
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are not known to have the di- :
ving or salvage capability fo :
targetthelines,whichsithund- :
reds of metres belowthesurfa :
ce. However, cables can be cut :
by anchors, including those :
dropped from ships that are :
disabled in attacks. A drifting :
ship with its anchor scraping :
thesea could be the culprit. :

“Ourteamthinksitisplau- :
sible that it could have been af- :
fected by anchordragging, due :
to the amount of marine traf- :
fic the region deals with and :
the low seabed in many parts
of the Red Sea,” Seacom said. :
This only be confirmed :

once therepajrsmpm onsite” :

The“‘-'at 14; cables running
Red Sea, with another :
said. “We

Plﬂnned.suonge

pa;]t: nmjcm over '90% of commu-
uthis could attack et bﬂtweﬂn\
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Shehbaz Sharlf tak
as Pak Prime

B By Sajjad Hussain
ISLAMABAD, Mar 4 (PTI)

SHEHBAZ Sharif on MondM
took the oath as Prime Minister
of Pakistan, taking over the
country’s reins for a second
time since 2022, amidst stag-
gering economic and security
challenges.

President Arif Alvi adminis-
tered the oath to the 72-year-
old Shehbaz in aceremonyheld
at the Aiwan-i-Sadr, the pres-
idential palace.

The ceremony was attend-
ed by the three services chiefs,
senior officials, diplomats,
leading businesspeople, mem-
bers of the civil society and
mediaorganisations.Thecare-
taker premier Anwaarul Haq
Kakar was also present.

The brief ceremony began
with the recitation of the Holy
Quran, followed by the oath-
taking. The ceremony was
attended by former Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif, Punjab
ChiefMinister Maryam Nawaz
and other PML-N workers and
Sindhchief minister MuradAli
Shah was also present on the
occasion.

Shehbaz earlier served as
Prime Minister of a coalition
Governmentfrom April 202210
August 2023 before Parliament

President Arif Alvi (R) administers oath of office to newly-elected
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif at the Presidential Palace in

Islamabad on Monday.

(AP/PT))

was dissolved to hold general
elections last month.

Alvi had in 2022 tacitly
refused to gweualhm‘;hehbaz
by saying that he was not feel-
ing well when he was elected
as premier for the first time
after ousting Imran Khan
through a volte of no confi-
dence.Then Senate Chairman
Sadiq Sanjrani administered
the oath to him.

It was speculated that Alvi
may once again skip the offi-
cial duty but he agreed.

The oath-taking ceremony
comes days after the Pakistan

Muslim League-Nawazand the
Pakistan Peoples Party agreed
on a power-sharing deal to
form a coalition government.

On Sunday, Shehbaz com-
fortably won a majority in the
newly-elected Parliament
amidst sloganeering by the
Opposition.

Shehbaz, the consensus can-
didate of the PML-N and the
PPP, received 201 votes in the
336-member Parliament. His
challenger Omar Ayub Khan of
jailed former Prime Minister
ImranKhan's Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) secured 92 votes.



India steps into 2nd stage of N-po

KALPAKKAM, Mar 4 (PTI)

INDIA is a step away from entering the
second stage of its nuclear programme
with the initiationofcoreloading at the
home-built 500 MWe Prototype Fast
Breeder Reactorhere, amove described
as “historic” by the Government,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi wit-
nessed the initiation of core loading at
the Prototype Fast Breeder Reactor
(PFBR), which penerates more power
than it consumes and uses the nuelear

waste -- Uranium-238 — as fuel.

Many countries, including the US,
Japan and France, have tried develop-
ing fasi breeder reaciors and have giv-
en up due to repeated failure to safely
handle liquid sodium. Russia commis-
sioned the BN-B00Fast Breeder Reactor
in 2016, The Prime Minister toured the
reactor vault and the contrel room of
the PFBR along with National Security

programme in PM’s presence

Adviser Ajit Doval, Atomic Energy
Commission Chairman A K Mohanty,
Bhabha Atomic Research Center
DirectorVivek Bhasinand IndiraGandhi
Centre for Atomic Research Director B
Venkataraman. This500 MWe fast breed -
er reacior has been developed by
Bharatiya Nabhikiva Vidyut Nigam
Limited (BHAVINI).

{(Contd an page 5)

“# prime Minister Modi witnesses initiation of core loading of India's indigenous

Prototype Fast Breeder Reactor, at Kalpakkam in Tamil Nadu on Menday. (PTI)
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Japan Ground Self Defence Force personnel and Chetak Corps
take part in the joint military exercise ‘Dharma Guardian® at
Mahajan Field Firing Range, on Sunday. (ANI)

RAJASTHAN, Mar 4 (ANI)

INDIAN and Japanese Lroops
showcasingtheirabilitieson the
obstacle course during Exercise
Dharma Guardian 2024,

The Indian Armys post on X
on Monday highlighted the
joint training effort between
the two nations.

“Witness the seamless syn-
ergy between the troops of
#indianArmy & #JGSDE train-
ing together for a mission!
#lndialapanFriendship
@ModJapan_en.”

Additionally,
#DharmaGuardian_2024
emphasised the seamless
cooperation between the

Indian Army and the Japan
Ground Self-Defence Force
(JGSDF). The exercise aims to
enhance interoperability and
mutualunderstanding, reflect-
ing the deepening defense ties
between India and Japan.

Amid the ongoing 5th edi-
tion of the India-Japan joint
exercise ‘DHARMA
GUARDIAN" being held in
Rajasthan, the Commanding
General, Eastern Army, Japan
Ground Sell Defence Force,
Lieutenant General Togashi
Yuichi paid a visit to the exer-
cise site to take stock of the
progress made on Sunday.

He also rendered words of
encouragement to both
Japanese and Indian contin-
gents, strengthening the cama-

oops exhibit skills

raderie between the Armies
and enhancing the collabora-
tive efforts between the two
Nations,

On Sunday, marking the 8th
day of the joint exercise, both
Armies participated together
and demonstrated how they
work together and bring down
the target.

Personnel also performed a
mock drill to capture the mil-
itants hiding in a house and
used specially trained animals
(dogs and eagles) for the task.

Thejoint exercise signifiesthe
deepening of military cooper-
ation between Indiaand Japan
and underscores their com-
mitment to enhancing inter-
operabilityandmutual under-
standing,.




New alliance

in Nepal

B By Shirish
KATHMANDU, Mar 4 (PTI)

IN A dramatic development,
Nepal's Prime Minister Pushpa
Kamal Dahal ‘Prachanda’ on
Monday reshuffled the Cabinet

after terminating a nearly 15- Prachanda with Sharma Oli

month partnership with the T
Nepali Congress due to major Prachanda formed a new
differences between the top alliance with former premier

leadership of the two parties. (Contd on page 5)



NEW DELHI, Mar 4 (PTI)

GLOBALratingagencyMoody's
on Monday raised India’s
growth forecast for 2024 cal-
endar year to 6.8 per cent on
“stronger-than-expected” eco-
nomic data and said that the
countrywill remain the fastest
growingamong G20 countries.

Inits Global Macroeconomic
Outlook for 2024, Moody's
Investors Service said with
global headwinds fading, the
Indian economyshouldbeable
toregister 6-7 percentreal GDP
growth comfortably. For 2025,
the GDP growth is estimated
at 6.4 per cent. Moody's had
projectedaé. lpercenlgruwm
for 2024 earlier.

“India’'s economy has per-
formedwell and stronger-than-
expected data in 2023 has
caused us to raise our 2024

growthestimateto6.8 percent
from 6.1 per cent. India s like-
ly to remain the [astest-grow-
ing among G-20 economies
over our forecast horizon,”
Moody's said.

Indiasreal GDPexpanded by
8.4 percentyear-on-yearin the
fourthquarterofcalendaryear
2023, resultingina7.7 per cent
growth for full-year 2023. The
GDP grew by 8.2 percentin the
April-June quarter and by 8.1
percentintheJuly-September
quarter. Capital spending by
the Government and strong
manufacturing activity have

il NATIﬂN

meaningfully contributed to
therobust growth outcomesin
2023, Moody’ssaid initsreport.
The agency said high-fre-
quency indicators show that
the economy’s  strong
September and December
quarter momentum carried
intothe March quarterof2024.
“Robust goods and services
taxcollections, risingauto sales,
consumer optimism and dou-
ble-digit creditgrowth suggest
urban consumption demand
remains resilient. On the sup-
ply side, expanding manufac-
turing and services PMIs add
to evidence of solid economic
momentum,” Moody's said.
This year’s interim Budget
targets capital expenditure allo-
cation of Rs 11.1 lakh crore or
3.4 per cent of GDPin 2024-25
(fiscal year 2025), 16.9 per cent
above the 2023-24 estimates.



