THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, Feb
27 (PTI)

PRIME Minister Narendra
Modi made a historic
announcement on Tuesday,
revealing the names of the
four astronauts who are
currently undergoing rigor-
ous training for India%s first-
ever human space [light mis-
sion, Gaganyaan.
Addressingtheaudienceat
the Vikram Sarabhai Space

Group Captains Prashanth Nair, Ajit Krishnan, Angad Pratap

and Wing Commander Shubhanshu Shukla were bestowed
astronaut wings in Thiruvananthapuram on Tuesday.

(ANI)

Centre (VSSC)at Thumba near
here, the Prime Minister
introduced to the nation
the esteemed astronauts:
Group Captains Prasanth
Balakrishnan Nair, Angad
Pratap, Ajit Krishnan, and
Wing Commander

Shubhanshu Shukla.
Bestowing them with the
prestigious ‘astronaut wings,
Modi hailed these astronauts
as "four forces” representing
(Contd on page 5)







WTO: India to oppose

investment a
Says It's Not A

Disp

Sidhartha@timesgroup.com

: Abu Dhabi: India on Tues-

: day made it clear that it wo-
: uld oppose any bid by pro-
: Belt Road Initiative countri-
> es to push an investment fa-
: cilitation agreement

at
WTO, arguing thatit wasnot

a trade issue and was being

rushed through when criti-
cal subjects, on which the

: membership had given a
: mandate more than adecade
: agowasnotbeingaddressed.

Govthasarguedthatcore
issues such as reform of the

: dispute settlement body we-
: re blocked by the US, while
: there were several other
: areas, includinginclusion of
: remittances where the Bi-

: den administration was
: opposingadeal, despiteitbe-

ing of use to poor and

developing nations.

While 130 countries, led

by'China, have signed an ag-
: reement on investment faci-

litation for development,

: they are now seeking to ma-

keitpartof the WTOsystem,

: somethingthatIndiaand So-

-
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INDIA, SA
AGAINST PACT

» 130 countries, led by
China, have signed an
-agreement on investment
facilitation for development
» They want to make

it part of WTO system

» India and South

Africa are opposing this
»They feel any such
agreement should first be
discussed among members.

uth Africa are opposing.
They are of the view that
any such agreement ¢ should
first be ‘discussed among
members, instead of presen-
ting it as a fait accompli as
sovereign decisions on in-
vestment are involved. Offi-
cialssaid the plurilateral ag-
reement was agreed upon
amongthe130 emberaonly
on Sunday, * there ne-
:is to be mnsanaus at W’I‘o
menwom

ils, yileh was not %.dm'
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tade Issue, US Blocking
fément And Remittances

with this agreement,” an of-
ficial said. Since 1996, govt
has opposed an investment
facilitation agreement.
India is worried that pro-
visions of the investment
agreement will impact its
autonomous policy space
and an inclusion into the
WTO framework will be
used to widen the scope of
the agreement. The state-
ment came as 72 countries
signed an agreement on do-
mestic regulation of servi-
ces, which seeks to make ru-
les transparent for grant of
visas to doctors and nurses
as well as licenses for tele-
com companies and banks.
India, however, does not ha-
Ve to take any commitments
to align its regulations with
the agreement.
Officials said the agree
m:nnﬁ:%lwer than the ambi-
set by India for services
reform, which was being i¢
nored by developed countri-
es, given thatmd;lp. was very
mﬁﬂw in the sector, be
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New Delhi: Indiaand Oman
Tuesday discussed the re-
glonal security situation re-
sulting from Gaza conflict,
including in the Red Sea,
GCC region and West Asia
in general, in what was the
Ninth Strategic Dialogue at
the level of deputy national

Dmty NSA Vikram Mlsrl In Muscat on mesday

Indla, Oman dlscuss

was held in a frank and con-
structive manner and both
sides held discussions on
various issues of regional
and bilateral concern,” said
an official.

India thanked Oman for
hosting a large number of
Indians, who have contrib-
uted positively to the devel-
opmentof Oman. Bothsides

ANl noted that dis-

] cussions on the
signingof a Com-
prehensive Eco-
nomic Partner-
& ship Agreement
| were progress-

ing and that its
1 early finalisa-
=9 | tion would bene-
{ fitbothnations.,

" - ) &y was

agreed that all
existing bilater-
al issues on
which agree-

ment had been
reached would be closely fol-
lowed up and new areas for
cooperation identified. In
this context, discussions
-mhaldonmtegic, mili-
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INFRA PUSH

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, Feb
27 (PTI)

PRIME Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday inaugurated
3 major space infrastructure
projects of ISRO during his vis-
ittotheVikram Sarabhai Space
Centre at Thumba near here.
Modi, accompaniedby Kerala
Governor Arif Mohammed
Khan, CM PinarayiVijayanand
MoSVMuraleedharan, alsotook
awalkthroughoftheexhibition

bace projects of ISRO

of the various projects show-
cased at VSSC.

Theprojects inaugurated by
Modi are-- a Trisonic Wind
Tunnel at VSSC, a Semi-
Cryogenic Integrated Engine
andStage Test Facility at ISRO's
propulsion complex in
Mahendragiri, Tamil Nadu, and
the PSLV Integration Facility at
the Satish Dhawan Space
Centre (SHAR) in Andhra
Pradesh’s Sriharikota. These

(Contd on page 5)



