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In Qatar, PM thanks
for release of

‘Discussed Ways. #
To Deepen Ties
Across Sectors’

Tres Mews Nerwony

)M NarendraModi Thurs-
day thanked Qatar Emir
Sheikh Tamim bin Ha-
mad Al Thani for the release
of eight ex-Indian Navy per-
sonnel, saying India was gra-
tified to see them return ho-
me, in a bilateral meeting.
While no agreement was
signed during the visit, govt
officials said Modi's engage-

ments in Qatar would help

further deepen India's coo-
peration with Qatar in a

range of areas, including

trade, investment, energy

 and reglonal security.

In his meetings in Doha,

Modi alsodiscussed the ong-
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PM Modi is welcomed by Emlr of Qatar in Doha on Thursday

~ oing: conﬂict in West Asia,

emphasfsmg the need to up-
hold peace and stablhty in
thpregionandbeyond

- “We reviewed the full
range of Indila-Qatar ‘rela-
tions and discussed ways to

deepen. cooperation -across

various sectors. Our nations
also look forward to collabo-
- rating in futuristic sectors
which will benefit our pla-

‘net,” said ModiinapostonX
: uafterthe meetmg
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‘Op Dunki’ in

Nepal police busts tra
rrests 8 Indians mafia

11 Indian hostage

B By Shirish B Pradhan
KATHMANDU, Feb 15 (PTI)

ELEVEN Indian nationals,
mostly students, held hostage
forover two weeks withaprom-
ise to facilitate travel to the
USA, were rescued as Nepal
police busted a human traf-
ficking racket and arrested
eight Indian malfia along with
their Nepali accomplice here.

Nepal police named it
‘Operation Dunki’ as the case
turned out to be similar to the
situation shown in popular
Indianactor Shah Rukh Khan's
2023 movie Dunki.The rescued
persons and mafia members
came mostly from the Indian

ng racket, frees

States of Punjab and Haryana.

The 11 persons were keptas
hostages in a rented house for
more than two weeks on the
outskirtsofKathmandu, police
said on Thursday.

The operation began on
Wednesday night and the raid
continued till the wee hours.

The agents, including the
Indian mafia members,
charged the Indian nationals,
mostlystudents, Rs4.5 million
per personwith the false prom-
ise of sending to the USA, and
an additional USD 3,000 was
chargedasa visafeeupon their
arrival in Kathmandu, SSP
Bhupendra Bahadur Khatri
told a press meet here.
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Japan slips into recession, becoming t

TOKYO, Feb 15 (AP)

JAPAN'S economy is now the
world's fourth-largest after it
contracted in the last quarter
of 2023 and fell behind
Germany.

The Government reported
the economy shrank at an
annual rate of 0.4%in October
to December, according to
Cabinet Office data on real
GDP though it grew 1.9% for
all of 2023. It contracted 2.9%
in July-September. Two
straight quarters of contrac-

THE UK economy has offi-
cially entered recession asa
resultoffalling grossdomes-
tic product (GDP), spelling
trouble for Prime Minister
RishiSunakin ageneral elec-
tion year as he had made
“growing the economy” a
key plankof his premiership.

Latest UK Office for
National Statistics (ONS)
data on Thursday revealed
that the country’s GDP
shrank0.3 per cent between
Octoberand December 2023
and by 0.1 per cent in the
JulytoSeptemberquarter. A
recession is deflined as two
consecutive three-month
(Contd on page 5)

-largest economy

tion are considered an indi-
catoraneconomyisinatech-
nical recession.

Japan's economy was the
second largest until 2010,
when it was overtaken by
China's. Japan'snominal GDP
totalled USD 4.2 trillion last
year, while Germany’s was
USD 4.4 rrillion, or USD 4.5
trillion, depending onthe cur-
rency conversion. A weaker
Japanese yen was a key factor
in the drop to fourth place,
since  comparisons  of

(Contd on page 5)




Army chief, US counter
discuss ways to e

H By Lalit K Jha
WASHINGTON, Feb 15 (PTI)

INDIAN Army chieM™&gperal
Manoj Pande has held high-
el professional discussionswith
his American counterpart
General RandyGeorgeandoth-
er senior military officials on
mattersofbilateral importance
and ways to enhance mutual
commitment towards global
peace and security.

Pande, who is on a four-day
official visit to the US begin-
ning February 13, is the first
Indian Army chief to visit the
country in several years.

“The discussions were aimed
at aspects of bilateral impor-
tance and further enhancing
mutual commitment towards
global peace and security,”
accordingtoanofficial poston
Xby theAdditional Directorate
General of Public Information
of the Indian Army.

During his ongoing official

ce ties

Army Chief General Manoj Pande with senior military officers in

Florida.

(PT1)

visit, General Pande reviewed
the US Army HonourGuardon
arrivalatFortMyers and there-
after, in a solemn ceremony,
paidrespect bylaying awreath
at the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier at the Arlington

National Cemetery.

Later he engaged in “high-
level professional discussions”
with Chief of Staff of the US
Army General Randy George
and other senior military lead-
ers, the official post said.



