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MoD sig
stabi

with Kanpur firm for
remote control guns

NEW DELHL, Feb 14 (PTI)

THE Ministry of Defence on
Wednesday signed a Rs
1,752.13-crore contract with a
Kanpur-based [irm for manu-
facturing and supply of 463
indigenouslybuilt 12.7 mm sta-
bilised remote control guns for
theIndian Navyandthe Indian
Coast Guard, officials said.

Thisacquisition will provide
further boaost to the vision of
“Aatmanirbharta in Defence”,
the ministry of defence said in
a statement.

“Thiscontract willalsoopen
up a large avenue in defence
manufacturing for over 125
Indian vendors and Defence
PSUs for over a period of five

D eals through Govt e-marketplace

eoss RS 1 1akh crore mark

W Dehi Bureau
NEW DELHI, Feb 14

THE orders placed by the Ministry of Defence (MoD) through the Government e
Marketplace (GeM) portal has surpassed a whopping Rs 1 lakh crore reflecting the
increasing transparency and efficiency in executing defence deals, the Commerce
Ministry said on Wednesday. Of this total amount, transactions worth around Rs
45,800 crore have been awarded in the current financial year. From procurement
of general store items like eggs to missile systems and critical dafence acquisi-
tions, GeM has helped MoD execute more than 5.47 lakh orders.

“The Defence Ministry is the first Central Government entity to cross this stag-
gering figure, xemplifyingits resolute commitment towards optimising public spend-
ing in the Defence sector. This milestone underscores the effort and commitment
of the Ministry of Defence to embrace the change and set out as a key propeller
of PM Narendra Modi's vision of & self-reliant India,” said GeM CEQ P K Singh.

years,” it added.

The ministrysigned the con-
tract with Advanced Weapon
Equipment India Limited
(AWEIL), Kanpur for “manu-
facturing and supply of a total
of 463 indigenously manufac-
tured 12.7 mm stabilised
remole control guns (SRCG)
for the Indian Navy and the
Indian Coast Guard at a total
cost of Rs 1,752.13 crore, with
indigenous content (IC) of
morethan 85 pe,” it said. These
guns will enhance the capa-
bility of the Navy and the Coast
Guard to accurately engage
small targets that posea threat
toshipsinanasymmetricenvi-
ronment, both by day and
night, the Ministry said.







ISLAMABAD/LAHORE, Feb 14
(PTI)

SHEHBAZ Sharif, the younger
brother of former premier
Nawaz Sharif, is expected to
become Pakistan’s next Prime
Ministerasapost-poll alliance
of leading political parties led
by them struck a deal to form
a coalition Government after
last week’s elections produced
a split mandate.

The surprise move means
the partyofjailed formerPrime
Minister Imran Khan will not
be in power, despite inde-
pendentcandidates backedby
his Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) winning the maximum
number of seats in Parliament
in the February 8 elections
marredbyallegationsofrigging.

Pakistan Muslim League-

Nawaz (PML-N) on Tuesday
night nominated 72-year-old
Shehbaz as the prime minis-
terial candidate instead of the
party supremoand three-time
former premier Nawaz Sharif.
The 74-year-oldveteran politi-
cian, whowasseeking arecord
fourth term as Prime Minister,
returned to Pakistanin October
last year after ending a self-
imposed exile in the UK.
Earlier, Shehbaz along with
Asif Ali Zardari of Pakistan

Peoples Party, Khalid Magbool
Siddiqui of Muttahida Qaumi
Movement Pakistan (MQM-P)
met at theresidence of Shujaal
Hussain of Pakistan Muslim
League-Quaid (PML-Q) for a
consultative meeting
and agreed on Government
formation.

“Todaywe have united totell
the nation that we all accept
the split mandate. 1 am thank-
ful to Zardari and Bilawal
(Bhutto) that they decided for
their partytovote for the PML-
N,” he said.

PML-N Information
Secretary Marriyum Aurangzeb
has said that party supremo
Nawaz Sharif has nominated
the party president and his
younger brother Shehbaz
Sharif for the post of the coun-
try’s Prime Minister.



JAKARTA (Indonesia), Feb 14 (AP)

DEFENCE Minister Prabowo
Subianto, an ex-general link ot
past human rights atrocities,
claimedvictory inIndonesia’s pres-
idential election on Wednesday
based on unofficial tallies.
The72-year-oldcandidate, who
was once banned by the United
States from entering for two
decades due to his human rights
record, told thousands of sup-
porters in a sports stadium in the
capital, Jakarta, that the victory,

according to an early, unolfficial Indonesian presidential candidate Prabowo Subianto casts his
“quick count,” was “the victory of ballot at a polling station during the election in Bojong Koneng,

allIndonesians.” Therewasnodec- Indonesia, on Wednesday.

(AP/PTI)

laration by electoral officials and
the two former provincial governors who also
contested theelection in the world’s third-largest
democracy have not conceded defeat.

Subianto was an army general during the bru-
tal period of the Suharto dictatorship that end-
ed just over 25 years ago. He served as a special
forces commanderinaunitlinked to tortureand
disappearances, allegations that he vehement-
ly denies. According to the unofficial tallies con-
ducted by Indonesian pollingagencies, Subianto

had between 57 percentand 59 per cent ofvotes,
with more than 80 per cent of the vote counted
in polling places sampled.

The quick counts are based on the actual vote
count at a sample of polling stations across
Indonesia. The laborious official count may not
be finished for up to a month, but quick counts
have provided an accurate picture of the results
ofallfour presidentialelectionsheldin Indonesia
since it began direct voting in 2004.



Narendar Pani

Asfarmers' protests return to Delhf it is
notcertain protesters and policymakers

»contributed to Canada becoming

weTlon't? Answer lies in differing aspirations

felt. Existence of production cycles can lead tospurts|p
Drlceaa?foodgmjns. The frequency of these spurts coyly
increase if the per capita net production of food doe

mo migration of farming communities. not grow rapldly. And thereare somesigns that theper | =
ic are talking about the same thing Policy Farmers'o Punjab, having demonstr:ted their agri-  capitanet production of wheatcould betaperingoff
makers- cutting across governments—  cultural prowess in Green Revolution, are an obvious
see demands of farmers in purely targetgroup. Their aspirations are influenced by what  For free food | To expect governments to stick religiousyy
economic terms and lean towards thelrfriends and relatives earn in Canada. to market logic on issueslikefood prices is clearly unres
[and letting marketdecide prices to be paid to them. listic. Inapolitical economy which has place for distriby
itius For farmets, their demands are expression of the  Markets no answer| Ecanomists would have the market  tion of free food to 800 million people, no government can
astic severe challenges they face from multiple transforma- ~ decide the response to cumulative effects of the three  beexpected to jgnore sharp spurts in food prices.
heir tions they've experienced. With governments, and transformations, While thisapproach Is academically Muchto the chagrinof market-friendly economists,
ke several experts, choosingto throw economic textbooksat ~ appealing, especially when fortified with mathematical ~ governmentsperiodically curbexports asa responsets
lia's adrowning community calling for help, thereis a distinct models, it does not take great insight to identify its  spurts in prices. This meets short-term requirements
sn't possibilityof India'sfood security beingcompromised. . extreme risks. of a polity that cannot afford food shocks, but only
3 Farmers' protests must be seen in the context of at le- The market could take agricultural production ina  serves tofurther alienate farmers. '
ast three major transformations. . o - e W __ ( With
e QERA R Incentivise farming afree
tfit, To better income | First is decli- B -...k\‘ g hand for the market being outside
'0S8 ningshareof agriculturein GDP. b 4 the realm of practical politics
nd In line with worldwide develop- 8 the only way forward is to focus
5, A ment process, earnings from on long-term food security !
1. non-agricultural sectors have Sinceit isdifficult to seeany
i, been growing much more rapidly government going back on the
ail than agricultural income. current norm of free food for
Productivityof land inIndia 800 million people, there is value
ns is not comparable to the best in being realistic and treating
ng in the world, but even if that this as policy goal. Target of an
ze gap were bridged agricultural agricultural policy must then ' *
er income would not be anywhere be to supply this food as well as
1d near rapidly growing sectors

ensure that basic food for the
: rest of the population is rea-
iz sonably priced, y

like infotech. With these diffe-
rences reflected in consump-
tion patterns, farmers aspire

: This goal would prioritise
21 for comparable incomes. production of sufficient food,
¥ ideally from most productive
e For raised aspirations| Response 5 lands. Farmerswhoachievehigh ,
r to these aspirations is determi- 18 £ levels of productivity and quality
ned by production patterns MU o8 i woulld beentitled to higher prices
e generated in an older transfor- GO 3,‘_;;__’5.9',,.“ *r TR = ! and possibly other support.
3 mation, Green Revolution, As is
]

direction far away from food security. In agriculturally
less developed regions, growth in food output would be
further constrained as the market demands workers
movefromagriculture tomorelucrativeopportunities.

Migration no solution | In agriculturally advanced
. regions, international migration, especially to countries
exist, becomes even moreattractive.

now widely known, irrigated areas benefited much
more from Green Revolution than dry land areas, This
created a clear divide between regions with highlevels
fa% igih%t&on providing high productivity and regions

Fix sick farms | At the same time government could
encourage setting up farm management cooperatives
that would manage, for a fee and without having any
rights to the land, large numbers of farms that are
currently less productive, These farms would benefit
from economies of scale and their owners would have
the option of seeking non-farm work. Government
could even helpsmoothen the process of movementout
of agriculture.

- Look out for farmers | Tusk of ensuring longtermfood =
security while protecting interests of individual
farmers is by no means an easyone. But it is impartant
tgmegnisethswrumrdratherthmshuplysltﬂns i
injudgment over farmers who are facing therisks,and

opportunities, of multiple transformations.

Tha writer s dean of soclal sciences, National Institute of

Aduvaniced Studles, Bengaluru I
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Havildar gets Vis
Seva Medal

NEW DELHI, Feb 14 (ANI)

PRESIDENT Droupadi Murmu has awarded the
Vishisht Seva Medal to Havildar Varinder Singh
of the Sikh Regiment in the Indian Army for his
development ofa‘Multipurpose Octocopter’,an
official said.

The ‘Multipurpose Octocopter’ developed by
Singh is a versatile drone capable of not only
conductingsurveillance operations butalso per-
forming tasks such as grenade dropping, aerial
target engagement with weapons like the AK-
47,andlogistics operations.“This is also aweapon
drone, with the help of a four-hand grenade
MGM rifle, will prove to be a boon for the Indian
Army,” Singh said.
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