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help boo
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New Delhi: All stakeholders
in the defence space arena
should work on bolstering In-
dia’s counter-space capabili-
ties, chief of defence staff
General Anil Chauhan said
on Wednesday, in remarks
that come in the backdrop of
China rapidly developing
and deploying potent anti-
satellite (A-Sat) weapons.

Indian armed forces

will roughly spend over Rs
95,000 crore in the next few
years to meet its defence
space requirements, rang-
ing from building a constel-
lation of surveillance satel-

lites to secure communica-

tions networks. | }
“It is the right time for the

_ privateindustry to utilisethis
opportunity. I think it is time

to build a highly-capable at-
manirbhar = (self-sufficient)

defence space ecosystem,”

the CDS said, inaugurating
the three-day ‘DefSat’ semi-
narandexhibitionhere.
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The industry should part-
ner the armed forces in aug-
menting ' ISR (intelligence,
surveillance, reconnais-
sance) capabilities by devel-
oping multi-sensor satellites,
launch-on-demand services,
and a robust network of
ground stations. Thereisalso
the need to develop indige-
nous positioning, navigation
and timing (PNT) services by
strengthening the NAVIC
constellation, he said.

Stakeholders in the de-
fence-space ecosystem - also
need tofocuson counter-space

‘capabilities as a deterrent for

..................................................................................................

safeguarding the country’s
space assets from enemy at-
tacks, Gen Chauhan said.
Stressing the “vitality”
of space for mankind as well

‘as for the armed forces, CDS

said space can be used as a
force-multiplier to enhance
combat capabilities in the
traditional domains of land,
air, sea as well as newer ones
like cyber-warfare.

During the seminar, Gen
Chauhan listed out the ma-
jor initiatives taken by the

- government to capitalise on

space to strengthen the capa,
bilities of thearmed forces. :

s






HISTORIG

Ukhand

DEHRADUN, Feb 7 (ANI)

THE Uniform Civil Code
(UCC) Bill was passed on
Wednesday in the
Uttarakhand Assembly with
a comfortable majority dur-
ing a special session.
Uttarakhand Chiel
Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami, duringthe debate on
the Uniform Civil Code, said
on Wednesday that the State
Legislature is going to create
history withthe passingofthe
Uniform Civil Code and that

ly passes UGG Bill

during a special session of the State Assembly in Uttarakhand,

in Dehradun on Wednesday.

(PTI)

every citizen of the State is
filled with pride.

The Uniform Civil Code
which proposes similar or
uniformlaws for all commu-
nities, was labledonTuesday
during the special session by
the Chief Minister.

“Today, I want to congrat-
ulate all the people of the
State on this occasion,
because today thelegislature
of our Uttarakhand is going
to create history. Being wit-
nesses to this historical

(Contd on page 5)




Microsoft to help Indi

MUMBAI, Fe

AS INDIA embarks onits
Artificial Intelligence (Al)
journey, Microsoft will

help the
country
become self-
reliant by fos-
lering a
skilled Al
workforce
and empow-
ering every sector and
industry to transform with
Al, the company’s
Chairmanand CEO, Satya
Nadella, said.

adella

During his address,
Nadella, who ison a two-
day visit to the country,
announced that Microsoft
will provide 2 millionpeo-
pleinIndiawith Al skilling
opportunities by 2025, to
help close skills gaps and
strengthen India’s ability
to thrive in the Al era.

“India isuniquely posi-
tioned tomake theprom-
ise of Al a reality. We are
committed to partnering
broadly across the public
and private sector tohelp
close the nation’s Al skills
gap,” Nadella said.



