Joshimath area hi
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New Delhi: A sudden out-
burst of silt-laden water
from Jaypee colony at Mar-
wari, located in the lower
part of the Joshimath slope,
led to ground fissures and
cracks last year in the Utta-
rakhand pilgrim town span-
ning the localities of Marwa-
ri, Singdhar, Manoharbagh
and Sunil Gaon, the final Ge-
ological Survey of India re-
port on land subsidence in
theareasaid.

The burst of water was
triggered by a breach ina wa-
ter body perched at shallow
depth close to the surface.
The report said leakage from
drilling of a tunnel for
NTPC’s 520 MW Tapovan-
Vishnugad hydel project had
no relation with it. In 2010, a
multi-disciplinary team un-
der the then Chamoli district
magistrate too had found no
evidence of the tunnel work
inducing instability in the
Joshimath area. The tunnel
was completed in 2011

Residents and activists
opposed to hydel projects,
however, had blamed the tun-
nel for the subsidence seen
between Jan 2 and Jan 8 last
year. A state government as-
‘sessmentreport, prepared by
a multi-disciplinary team of
experts, had in Sept said 1,403
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RECOMMEND,

€ New construction
should not be allowed
9 Strictly regulate
construction activities
in Auli and upper part
of hill S|OpeS ®

€ Avoid road-
widening Q jax
activities along ‘J
Joshimath-Auli road

@ Areas between

Sunil Gaon, Manoharbagh,
Singdhar and Marwari be left

ATIONS

© Develop area-wise

. site-specific surface and

without any construction of | underground drainage
buildings and developed only | network and connect them to
as a green belt main cross-drainage network
Low-risk zone High-risk zone

> Part of Sunil ward, > Sunil, Marwari, Manoharbagh,
Ravigram and banks of Sighdhar, Upper Bazar, Lower
Alaknanda river " Bazar and Gandhinagar wards
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of the 2,152 houses in the
township were affected. It
said 472 houses had to be re-
builtand 931 houses repaired
or retrofitted in line with the
‘build back better’ prin€iple.
The GSI report echoes
findings of several multidis-
ciplinary panels since 1976. It

ders in the loose matrix of
sandy and clayey material. So,
when the natural drainage is

disturbed by unplanned in-

-------------

frastructure, water accumu-
lates underground and erodes
the structure/slopes, leading
tosubsidence.

“The unique conditions
at Joshimath, with respect to
hydrogeological conditions
and the slope forming mate-
rial, appears to be more

. described the Joshimath area 'sensitiveto the antpropogen‘
as highly unstable because it ic interferences since mqst
lies on landslide mass of boul- ~ of the ground cracks/ subsid-

ence have occurred in the
urban clusters/settlements
and cultivated lands,” the
report said. )

sens
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Govt May Soon
.~ Notify Rules Fo
. Enforcement

BllartlJaln@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Union minister
Shantanu Thakur on Mon-
day said Citizenship (Amen-
dment) Act (CAA) would be
implemented in the next se-
vendays, reinforcing the pos-
sibility of an early rollout of
the law Modi government
enacted in 2020 in the face of
widespread protests.

“I can guarantee that in
the next seven days, not just
in West Bengal, but CAA will

be implemented across In-

dia,” Thakur, junior ports &
shipping minister, said whi-
le addressing a public gathe-
ring at Kakdwip in Bengal’s
South 24 Parganas. The sta-
tement came amid gathering
indications of the Centre no-

> Citizenship (Amendment)
Act, notified in 2020, seeks

to grant Indian citizenship

to persecuted non-Muslim
immigrants, including Hindus,
Sikhs, Jains, Buddhists,
Parsis, and Christians, from
Bangladesh, Pakistan and
Afghanistan who entered
India before Dec 31, 2014

'W_HY NOW? )
> Union minister Shantanu

Thakur, BJP MP from Bengal's
Bongaon, which has a

Matua community, made
announcement Sunday.
Matuas, comprising a
significant portion of
state’s SC popn, have been
migrating to Bengal since
the 1950s, fleeing religious
persecution in erstwhile East
Pakistan, now Bangladesh.
Matuas anticipated to

reap most benefits of CAA
implementation

> Trinamool spokesperson
Kunal Ghosh said BJP’s raising
of issue ahead of LS polls is

substantial population of ‘just election rhetoric’
tifying rules for the imple- 2014 Thoughthe Act wasnoti-
mentation of thelaw. - fied in early 2020, guidelines

The changes in the Act
~aim to provide Indian citi-
zenship to Pakistan, Bangla-
desh and Afghan nationals
from Hindu, Sikh, Jain,

. Christian, Buddhist and Par-

~ sicommunities who had mig-

Ropis _atdnbi

rated to India before Dec 31,

crucial for its implementa-
tion could not be framed —
first because of protests aga-
inst theexclusion of Muslims
from its ambit and later be-
cause of the Covid pandemic.

» Continued on P 17



.Maldives oppn planning to move
impeachment motion against prez

3 Members Of Muizzu’s Cabinet Ber

Male: Maldives main opposi-
tlor_l party, MDP, which holds a
majority in parliament, is
planningto submitamotionty
impeach President Mohamed
Muizzu even as three mem-
bers of his cabinet were deni-
ed approval during a parlia-
mentary vote on Monday, ac-

cordingtolocal mediareports. i

The development comes a
day after clashes broke out in
parliament on Sunday betwe-
en pro-government MPs and
opposition lawmakers over
differences on the approval of
four members of the pro-Chi-
na president’s cabinet.

Videos on social media sho-
wed at least one MP bleeding
from the neck after being
caught up in a violent scrum
inside the chamber, leading to
the temporary suspension of
sittings. Legislators were seen

ing off microphones and
using plastic trumpets to dis-
~ rupt proceedings. Another MP
~ pressed his knee on theneck of
~ arival to pin him down till two
others came to the rescue of
the victim. The sessions were
suspended close to midnight.

It was the first time since
. the country adopted anew hy-
. brid constitution in 2008 —
. with a president as the chief
executive — that presidential
: nominees have been challeng-
: ed. Later Monday, Muizzu sa-
: id hereappointed the posts,

-l
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The constitution dictates that the
president can be impeached with
56 votes. Opposition party MDP has
45 MPs in 80-member parliament
and its ally Democrats have 13

“MDP, in partnership
with Democrats, have gathe-
red enough signatures for an

impeachment motion. Howe-

ver, they have yet to submit
it,” Sun.com reported, quo-
ting a lawmaker from MDP.
“The Constitution, along with
parliament’s standing orders,
dictates that the president can
be impeached with 56 votes,”
Sun.com said. Parliament re-
cently amended its standing
orders to make it easier to sub-
mit impeachment motions.
The Maldivian parliam-
ent has 80 members. Maldivi-
an Democratic Party (MDP)
has 45, followed by its ally De-
mocrats (DEM) with 13 mem-
bers. Of the ruling coalition
of PPM-PNC, Progressive
Party of the Maldives has two
while People’s National Cong:-
ress has13, Thereare three in-
dependents while Jumhooree
P and Maldives Develop-

“me tA]liancahava,twoaach.

dential runoff lastSeptember.  The gathering of signatu-
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Approval In House

» res for the motion comes a day

after PPM-PNC coalition sub-
mitted no-confidence motions
against speaker Mohamed As-
lam and deputy speaker Ah-
med Saleem — both from MDP.

Earlier in the day, parlia-
ment voted todeny approval to
housing minister Ali Haidar
Ahmed, Islamic minister Mo-
hamed Shaheem Ali Saeed,
and attorney general Ahmed
Usham, while economic mini-
ster Mohamed Saeed narrow-
ly survived the same fate him-
self, Sun.com reported.

After MDP and DEM deci-
ded to withhold parliamenta-
ry approval for four members
of Muizzu’scabinet, MPs from
the PPM/PNC coalition initia-
ted a protest, obstructing the
sitting. On Nov 20 last year,
Muizzu made a formal requ-
est for the approval of his ca-
binet, two days after his ad-
ministration took office.

Parliament was to vote on
the cabinet on Dec 18, but the
original report by the Govern-
ment Oversight Committee
was rejected. Parliament held
an extraordinary sitting on
Sunday to vote on the commit-
tee's new report, which was

on Dee 30, Sun.com re-
ported. But just ahead of the
vote, MDP issued a three-line
red whip to deny approval to
the four cabinet members.

Earlier on Jan 2i4, caliing

the “most long-stan-
}ﬁg;aang” MDPand DEM had
expressed concern about'{\du-
izzu's “anti-Indiastance. - FTl
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i year 2025 after growing ator |

India can aspire to b
economy by 2

‘Possible To Grow. 60

Above 7% In
Coming Years'

Times News NETWORK

i New Delhi: The Indian eco-
: nomy is likely to achieve a
: growth rate of 7% in fiscal

: above 7% in 2023-24, driven

ERban

by resilient domestic de-
mand despite risks and un-
certainties in the global eco-
nomic landscape, according
to a review of the economy
unveiled on Monday.

It also said India canaspi-
re to become a $7 trillion eco-
nomy in the next six-seven

years (by 2030) assertingthat

this would be a significant

milestone in the journey to g

delivering quality of lifeand
standard of living that

match and exceed theaspira-
 Indian economy. It augurs

tions of the Indian people.
- “If the prognosis for
FY25 turns out to be right,

YRS...

HOW INDIA'S JOURNEY TO
TRILLTION KEEPS GETTING SHORTER

Govt's economic review released on Monday targets $7 trillion

Can India add $1tn to

GDP by 2030. Barring an unforeseen shock, the goal is achievable
GDPin$Th. Years Taken To Reach Each $ Trillion Adulmﬂ
1 | 2007)
2 — i 212004

3 — - its economy in a year? | 2021
' Between 2007 and
A 2015 China added a 2024+
e  trillion to its economy 2027
kel a - - every single year
6 m ot g el 2029 F
:: r"’-7 l] Y T":_ F Forecast | GDP inUS dollars - 2030F
that will mark the fourth ye- nomicadvisor in thefinance
arpostpandemic thattheIn- ministry said in the review

dian economy will have
' would bean impressiveachi-
‘evement, testifying to the re-
silience and potential of the

_well for the future,” V Anan-

tl;zq Nageswaran, chief eco-

'- a M. 4N

rown at or over 7%. That _

National Statistical Office
estimates the economy will
\ grow 7.3% in 2023-24 while
' Reserve Bank of India has
projected a 7% growth rate
for the current fiscal year.

» Related report, P19
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NEW DELHI, Jan 29 (PTI)

INDIA is expected to become
the third-largest economy in
the world witha GDPofUSD 5
trillion in the next three years
and touch USD 7 trillionby 2030
on the back of continued
reforms, the Finance Ministry
said on Monday.

Ten vears ago, India was the
10th largest economy in the
world, with a GDP of USD 1.9
trillionat current market prices.

y, it is the 5th
gestwitha GDPofUSD
3.7 trillion (estimate
FY24), despite the pan-
demic anddespiteinher-
iting an economy with
macroimbalancesand a
broken financial sector,
said the Ministry’s
January 2024 review of the econ-
omy. “This ten-year journey is
marked by several reforms, both
substantive and incremental,
which have significantly con-

tributed to the country’s
economic progress,” it
said. These reforms, it
added, have also deliv-
ered an economic
resilience that the coun-
try will need to deal with
unanticipated global
d shocks in the future.
The Ministry said that in the
next threeyears, Indiais expect-
ed to become the third-largest
economy in the world, with a
GDP of USD 5 trillion.



