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" Padma Vibhushan for V ah Naidu,
Chiranjeevi, Bhushar for Foxconn CEO

sesmseew

i New Delhi: Former vicepre- - ' vernor M FathimaBeeviand
MMmNﬂdm'l\e- for Amly singer Usha Uthupmadeitto
thelist of Padma Bhushanas

doctor, 5 others well. Rohan Bopanna, the

AnArmydoctor who laid world No. ldoublum
ational Bindes down his life after rescu- player, art collector Kiran
actor Vyjayantimala Bali and ing others during a major fire Nadar and former banker
. ( near Siachen GlacierlastJuly Kalpana Morparia were
Padma Subrahmanyam are isamong6soldierstobeawar- among those awarded Pad-
the five recipients of Padma ded Kirti Chakra, the second ma Shri. Awarding “unsung
Vibhushan this year. ~ highest medal for gallantry heroes”, in social
electronics giant durlngpeacetlme. H.APOPP sphere and working in areas
such as climate and medici-

relalfame)wereamongthe17 ne, is evident in this year’s
( : g selectlomtswell TNN
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Army doctor among 6to¢
osthumously

Most gallantry awards
for Red belt, J&K serVICe

New Deilit: Two iSF person. ~ Jharkhand Police with 2

boe with 36, SSB with M a
Dl Police with 23

Of the W2 Presiden
Medal for Distinguished S
view, ™ have gone to pere®
nel of the police sy ice i
four each 1o fire service 8
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H By Ajit Dubey
NEW DELHI, Jan 25 (ANI)

ic cruise missile in the next 10 days
while the missiles of the system
would be sent by March this year,
DRDO chairman Dr Samir V Kamat
said on Thursday.

The Defence Research and
Development Organisation chair-
man, in an interview with ANI, said
the first set of BrahMos missile sys-
temsisexpected toreach Philippines
by the end of March.

“The ground systems should be
sentinthe next 10 days, the missiles
will hopefully go by March (to
Philippines),” Kamat said. BrahMos
missiles export to the Philippines is
thebiggest ever defence exportcon-
tract signed with any foreign coun-
try by India.

India had signed a deal with the

exports

S DRDO chief

Indian Navy carried out successful
engagement of land target at
enhanced range with advanced
supersonic cruise missile. (PTI)

Orders for 307 ATAGS howitzers

for Army to be placed: Kamat
NEW DELHL, Jan 25 (ANI)

THE first order of 307 Advanced
Towed Artillery Gun Systems
(ATAGS) for deployment alongthe
borders with China and Pakistan
will be placed before the end of
the current financial year--FY 24,
Defence Research and
Development Organisation chair-
man Dr Samir V Kamat said on
Thursday.

Philippines worth USD 375 million
in January 2022 for the supply of

shore-based anti-ship variant of the
BrahMos supersonic cruise missile.

In an interview with ANI, the
DRDO chairman said that exports
are going to play a significant role in
the defence sector. “I am sure over
the coming years exports are going
to become a very important part of
our portfolio,” he said.



JAMMU, Jan 25 (PTI)

ASSERTING that a ne¥ .
peacehasbeguninjammuand
Kashmir, Union Home Minister
AmitShahonThursday said the
union territory has witnessed
a 66 per cent decline in terror-
istincidentsand an81 percent
drop in civilian killings since
the scrapping of Article 370.

Addressing a function in
Jammuviavideoconferencing,
Shah credited Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s leadership for
transforming Jammu and
Kashmir, which was “known
for terrorism’, into a tourism
hub.

Shah virtuallyflagged off 100
e-buses in Jammu and distrib-

uted more than 1,000 appoint-
ment letters to Jammu and

Kashmir Administrative
Service (JKAS) and police offi-
cers, and compassionate

appointees. "l want to tell you
that there has been a fall of 66
per cent in terrorism-related
incidents. There has been a
decline of 81 per cent in civil-

ian killings and 48 per centin
killings of security forces after
the scrapping of Article 370,”
he told the gathering.

This shows thata new era of
happiness, peaceand normal-
cy has begun in Jammu and
Kashmir, he said.

The Centre revoked Article
370, which accorded a special
status to the erstwhile state of
Jammuand Kashmir, on August
5, 2019. The government also
divided Jammu and Kashmir
into two union territories --
Jammu and Kashmir, and
Ladakh.Shahsaid 2,654 organ-
ised stone-pelting incidents
took place in Jammu and
Kashmir in 2000 but no such
incident took place in 2023.
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New Delhi: Thegiantfoglaye
: over north India, which at ti-
: mmes covers a 2,500km swathe
: from Lahore to Dhaka, has
: now persisted for more than a
month. This makes it the long-
est spell of large-scale fog/low
: cloud cover over the region
: since daily satellite data star-
ted being analysed in 2014.

- Since satellites started be-

, ing used to monitor fog, the
previous longest spell in the
i region was recorded in the
: winter of 2019-20. It lasted ro-
: ughly three weeks, from Dec
: 14toJan 2, met officials said.

i Thecurrentspell has already
: lasted for around 32 days and
: islikely topersistfor three-fo-
: urdaysmore, as perforecasts.
“This winter, fog and low-
¢ cloud coverage over the Indo-
! (angetic plains started aro-

und Dec 24 in the westernend

covering Punjab and I-Iarya
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na. It spread to Delhi, north
Rajasthanand west UPbyDec
25, and gradually covered

east UP in the next few days™

and Bihar by Dec 31. Thereaf-
ter, it extended into parts of
Bengal, Bangladesh and the
northeast,” said R K Jenama-
ni, senior IMD scientist who
specmlises mfog

" y
ttt dnsssannne l_lh.t ................

| The fog spell began
&4 in Punjab-Haryana
around Dec 24 and

| spread east. It
continues to cause
‘cold day’ conditions

9 in the region as well
as bitterly chilly
mornings (cold wave)

Jan 25, 2024

Thisis a single spell of fog/
low cloud since it has continu-
ed to cover a large area of

morth India every day since

Dec 24, Jenamanisaid. During
this perlod the fog layer has
waxed and waned in terms of
the areaunder its coverage.

» Related report, P10
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