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: New Delhi: Amid the latest
: flare-up in West Asia, which
i has seen US and UK launch

. i air strikes on Iran-backed

: Houthi targets in Yemen, ex-

. i ternal affairs minister S
i Jaishankar discussed the Ga-
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about the

i zasituation with his Iranian
: counterpart H Amirabdolla-
: hian in Tehran, underlining
: India's supportfora humani-
i tarian ceasefire in Gaza and
! jtscondemnationof the Octo-
: ber7Hamas terror attackson
: Israel. Theminister called for
: addressing the threatto mari-
: time security in the Red Sea
where the Houthis have tar-

getedoommamialvessels.
Jaishankar also spoke
situation in_ Af-
, Ukraine and also

cooperation under BRICS.

“Our bilateral discussion

! focused on the long term
ﬁ'amewnrkﬂorm;dla'sinm-
i vement with Chabahar port

: and the INSTC ©
: project. Also Sp
: thmatstomarlm-m

Important that

 in the region. Impor
! this be speedily addressed,”
: saidJaishnnleronx

In Tehn part of
countries, EAM Jaish

an ongoing high- \ NE
ankar met President Dr Ebrahim Raisi on Monday

level exchange between the twg

Speaking about attacks in
thevicinityof India, Jaishan-
kar said it isa matter of great
concern to the international
community. “Obviously, it al-
so has a direct bearing on In-
dia’s energy and economic in-
terests. This fraught situa-
tion is not to the benefit of
any party and mustbe clearly
recognised,” he said, stress-
ing the need to avoid provoca-
tive and escalatory actions.

He said, while India had
an uncompromising position
against terrorism inallforms
and manifestations, it strong-
ly believed that it's impera-
tive to avoid loss of civilian
life in any conflict situation.

Jaishankar, who is in the
Iranian capital as part of the
changes between the two
sides, also called on Iranian

President Dr Ebrahim Raisi
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and conveyed the greeting
of PM Narendra Modi.

Iran’s official IRNA news
agency earlier reported that
foreign minister Amirabdol
lahian and his Indian cour:
terpart discussed develop
ing bilateral relations.
“They also reviewed region
aland international develop
ments,” the report added.

Earlier on Monday, Jaist
ankar began his engag
ments in Iran by meetin
minister of roads and urba
development Mehrdad BaZ

pash during which the two
sidesheldadetailed and “P®
ductive” discussion on s
lishing a long-term cooper®
tion framework on the stra®®
gically vital Chabahar port
Jaishankar also &
changed viewson the Intern?
tional North-South :

port Corridor with Bazrpas”




NEW DELHI, Jan 15 (PTI)

PRIME Minister Narendra
Modi and Russian Presiden
Vladimir Putin on Monday
agreed to chalkouta roadmap
for future initiatives to further
strengthen the “special and
privileged strategic partner-
ship” between the twonations.

Modi said he had a “good
conversation” with Putin and
exchanged views on various
regional and global issues,
including Russia’s Presidency
of the BRICS in 2024.

Last month, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar visited
Russia, during which the two
countries decided to step up

ussed various positive devel-
opments in our Special and
Privileged Strategic Partnership
and agreed to chalk out a
roadmap for future initiatives.
We also had a useful exchange
of views on various regional
and global issues, including
Russia’s Presidency of the
BRICS,” Prime Minister said.

Later in a statement, the
Ministry of External Affairssaid
Modi and Putin reviewed
progressonanumberofissues
of bilateral cooperation in fol-

low-up to recent high-level
exchanges between the two
countries.

“Theypositivelyassessed the
developmentsinbilateralrela-
tions and agreed to develop a
roadmap for future initiatives
to furtherstrengthen the India-
Russia Special and Privileged
Strategic Partnership,” the MEA
statement said.

Modi also conveyed his best
wishes for Russia’s Presidency
of BRICS in 2024 and assured
India’s full support, the MEA
statementsaid, adding thatthe
two leaders agreed to remain
in touch. Russia assumed
BRICS presidency from January
1,2024,



WHOLESALE INF

Rises to 9-month high ¢

NEW DELHI, Jan 15 (PTI)

THE wholesale priceindex (WPI)-based
inflation rose to a nine-month high of
0.73 per centin December 2023, main-
ly due to asharp rise infood prices. The
WPI inflation was in the negative zone
from April to October and had turned
positive in November at (.26 per cent.
In December 2022, it was 5.02 per cent.

“Positive rate of inflation in December
2023 is primarily due to increase in
prices of food articles, machinery &
equipment, other manufacturing, oth-
er transportequipmentand computer,
electronics and optical products etc,”
the Commerce and Industry Ministry
said in a statement on Monday. The last
high level of WPI inflation was record-
ed in March 2023, when it was 1.41 per

3 pcin Dec

cent. In December 2023, food inflation
rose t0 9.38 per cent from 8.18 per cent
inNovember. Within food articles, items
thatcontributedsignificantly towhole-
sale inflation were paddy, pulses and
vegetables.

Inflationin vegetablesand pulses was
26.30 per cent and 19.60 per centrespec-
tively, while in paddy it was 10.54 per
cent in December 2023,

Within vegetables, onion inflation
was 91.77 per cent and has been con-
sistently in double digits since August
2023. Potato continued to be in defla-
tion at (-)24.08 per cent in December.
In the fuel and power segment, infla-
tion was (-)2.41 per cent, as against (-
)4.61 per cent in November 2023. In
manufactured products, inflation was
(-)0.71 per cent, as against (-)0.64 per
cent in the previousmonth. Barclays in
its report said the wholesale inflation
trajectory shows input costs remain
under control and the momentum in
food and manufactured product prices
eased significantly.

“We expect RBI to begin monetary
easing from June, with three 25 basis
points rate cuts in the current calendar
year,” Barclays said.
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Nagpur: Maharashtra po-

lice successfully establish-
ed Monday a police post at
Gardewada in Gadchiroli
‘district, strategically posi-
Maoist stronghold of Abujh-
marh. This marks the first

: police presence in this re-

A

: mote

-‘g_u_t_c

region straddlmg
Maharashtra and Chhattis-
garh since India gained in-
‘dependencein1947.

- Around 600 commandos,

engaged in road opening ex-

: ercises to counter potential
: landmines and ambushes,
i covered a distance of 60km
eonfoottoreachGardewada

estahhshthepohcepostmth—
‘ina day, ensuring logistical
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roli’s Naxal Reglon Since 1947

The police post is expected to fac:lltate the construction of a bndge over
the stream, ensuring year-round connectivity to Gadchiroli district

situated in remote Etapalli

taluka of eastern Vidarbha,

is close to Abujhmarh as

well as 5.5km from Marbeda
police camp in Chhattis-
garh’s Kanker on the other
side of the border. The area
is renowned as a den for top
Maoist cadres, their train-
ing camps, and manufactur-
ing units for various activ-

ities, including printing,
sewing, and arms and am-
munition.

Gardewada gamed noto-
riety during Lok Sabha elec-
tions in 2019 when Maoist in-
surgents disrupted polling
by detonating three power-
ful IEDs. The remote nature
of Gardewada is evident as
the overflowing Tadguda

nullah isolates the region
for six months every year.

The police post is expect-
ed to facilitate the construc-
tion of a bridge over the
stream, ensuring year-
round connectivity to Gad-
chiroli district. A 38km in-
terstate road project linking
Gatta-Gardewara-Torgatte-
Wangeturi-Mendhri-Pana-
war across Maharashtra
and Chhattisgarh is alsoan-
ticipated to gain momen-
tum, with around 20km al-
ready completed, Gadchiro-
1i SPNeeclotpal said. A dozen
mobile phone towers too
would be set up soon.

According to Neelotpal,
the police post would en-
hance surveillance over
750sq km, formerly consid-
ered a Maoist stronghold.
“Over the past year, the
opening of four police posts
in Gadchiroli haseffectively
addressed a security vacu-
um covering about 2,000sq
km,"” hesaid.
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